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Genesis 3 presents history in terms of an unfolding battle between the seed of the 
woman and the seed of the serpent. This battle comes to a culmination when the 
Seed of the woman, Jesus, is crucified by the seed of the serpent, who, like Cain, 
have fallen from grace (cf. Mt. 3:7; Jn. 8: 37-47). 
 
Satan was cursed to eat dirt (Gen. 3; cf. Ps. 72:19, Mic. 7:17)). But man was made 
from the dirt (Gen. 2), returns to the dirt (Gen. 3), and the blood of the slain man 
cries out from the dirt (Gen. 4). The curse on the serpent indicates that, in a sense, 
Satan will become a man-eater (1 Pt. 5:8). But Jesus defeats Satan by 
eating/swallowing up death (1 Cor. 15:54), and we share in. his victory of the 
serpent and death when we eat him in the eucharist (Jn. 6). 
 
 
	  
A very helpful article on Genesis 3:15 is Jim Hamilton’s “The Skull-Crushing 
Seed” 
(http://www.beginningwithmoses.org/articles/theskullcrushingseed.htm).  
Hamilton points out that though there is not a lot of explicit evidence that the 
apostles considered Jesus the fulfillment of the seed of the woman promise in 
Gen. 3:15, the implicit evidence is overwhelming. 
 
 
My friend  Derrick MacDonald put together the following chart, showing the 
biblical theme of the seed of the woman vs. the seed of the serpent. 



 



 


