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Anr. IL-AN INQUIRY INTO THE VALIDITY OF LAY-BAPTISM *

BY BAMUEL 1. mnsn", .0, PHILADELPHIA.

Lny-Baptism has never formally obtained a place among Ia]lm
customs and usages of the Reformed Churf:h.. Evc‘n m”tu;
greatest emergcncies—the ttextremes ﬂescsszmtw‘ tl-_riiwul.o oE
tho old rubrics—there is no resort to tho l{Ly-nl}lnlrtlsbru{fnon o
this Sacrament. Why then institute an inquiry into its va-
s
hd:l[tg(;thcr Protestant Churches (Tmtheran nm% E[.liscop:.ﬂ, not
to name others), the validity of Lay-Baptism, in given circum-
stances, is reeognized, and the custom to some cxfent still pre-
vails. Cases moy avise, hove arisen, in tl}e.c)‘l'dcr]y pj:os?cutmn
of the ministerisl office, when the rcsponS}b.xhty of rejecting, c;r
recognizing and ratifying a Baptism administered by ]uy-im.ults
must bo assumed. Qne such case recently occurr.cd on Ttlm
application for confirmation of a person thus baptized. The

minister in charge properly proceeded with the service without

& Thia nrtivle wns submitied as o mujority report, by n Gnmmittna_ nppum‘t[ucll rfu-
the purpose, to the Tnstern Synod of the Reformed Church, st ]!(ﬂtl.muru,f 1 |1,;x;
Ootobor, 1607, 'Phe cuse which gave riso to it, was tlmt'nf the Ilnplmfn.u [ u]:l
' when it was theught the child would not live, nnd no muushfr woull
When the child grew up nnd eame furwurll' fn?r .unnﬁrnu.m:m,' L?nn
question of the validity af its Baptism enmo up, the mother insisting, s we &cl;::;
that it was volid. The ense was rufnr;ud 1;}1; tha énmlor‘t:oc n:; S::Z?:E'n::l, aron

g snod. Tho subjoet waa referred to o Uommitles, O Ehile
2‘1{;:::’ g.;{,n;ia cfmirmruf. This nrticle is lhu' rep'Drt which the Cnmlnl:::::zsdmlll::
mitted. At the same time, by permiasion, & mmorltj: rcpl:.irt. wns Bu; uu“!m;
Rov, T, W. Knssen, of Lebanen, o, Without ndopting cither ;-epnr., D:L ot
gubject wns referred to lhe next meoting of Sy.nmi, nnd the ‘rn;';u ]nr l]*;spmmssm
Committes ordered to b printed.  Umlor guel cironmstanoes it is mr-ql i);“ o lhz
to sny, that this Review, in publishing the repart, nssumes oo mTI-“.l:m ¥ ! ﬂru, o
coneluzions reached by the author, but only pommends the s.ululu. uluah vnw 3:”“1
study, nnd ita treatment, as the articio nbundently shows, highiy clabor

ablo.—JFd, Nerfew.

by its mother,
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the re-baptism of the subject. Similar cases may occur. What
is proper under such circumstances ¥ The inquiry is neither
unimportant ner ycb needless.
In another view, the question is full of importance and seri-
ousness. If the minister be of the nbsolute essence of the
Sacrament, another question lies back of this, viz.: What con-
stitutes o lawful minister ? what is o true and valid ordination ?
Up to the period of the Reformation, ordination episcopally
cenveyed alone prevailed.  With that vass theological upheaval
many and great changes in church order were introduced. The
Reformed Lranch, with one or two exceptions, threw off the
episcopato as one of the intoleruble corruptions of Popery. In
the room of Episcopal, Presbyterinl ordination came in, und with
it the parity of the ministry was stoutly maintained over againss
the unbrolken practice of the Clhuvreh from the carliost, if not
Apostolic, times. Without presuming to a settlement of this
controverted point, its bare mention shows how intimately re-
Inted it is to the subjeet in hand—the validity of Luy-Baptism.
It Tpiscopal ordination Le alone admissible, then all persons
not thus ordained, are not ministers at all, and their acts no
more than the acts of laymen. Under this form, it is not
hard to sce, that the question carries along with it the most
serious consequences, involving the very constitution and vight
of existence of ull the Protestant non-cpiscopal Churches, and,
besides, affecting the Christian status and spiritual condition
of millions of persons now quietly satisfying themselves with
the ministrations of men unauthorized, because improperly and
irregularly ordained. This reference is only made to show the
scope and serious nature of this inguiry.

THE AUTHORITY FOR CHORIBTIAN DAPTISM.

The Church is not o hwman but a divine institution. Al
sacramental ordinances legitimately finding place therein must
stand by divine authority. It is the prerogative alone of the
great Ilead of the Church to say what ordinances shall have
perpetual foree. 'The Sacrament of Baptism is not without
such high and speeific sanction.  The autherity for its admin-
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istration proceeds directly from our blessed Lord. This Is
clenr enough from the imperative form of the Apostolic commis-

sion: “ All power is given unto Me in heaven and earth.  Go ye, '

therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name,”
&e.  Matt, xxvili. 18, 19.  The power here bestowed upon the
eleven aposties was not to end with them. They should die,
but not the power with them; that was to continue, from age
to age, through their successors in office, nccording to this pro-
mise of our Lord’s perpetual presence: ¢ Lo, I am with you
alway, even unto the end of the world.,” The purchase of sal-
vation was for the ends of the world, and the duo means of
admitting all nations into the fold of the church—the ordnined
order of that salvation—must never be wanting. From the
commission itself this also is clear and unquestionable, that the
proper and regular administration of Baptism is confined to
persons, like the npostles originally, invested with ministerial
character and authority.

TOE PURPOSE OF HOLY BAPTISM.

The Chureh, by virtue of its divine institution, is the deposi-
tory and medium of the resources of life and salvation. The
Person of Christ is and must remain the original Fountain of
grace ; the Holy Ghost its original and cffieient minister; and
the Sncramonts the divincly appointed method of its communi-
cation. ¥ence the Sacraments arc not the sourers, only the
ordained and ordinary means of grace; not saviours mor sub-
stitutes for the Saviour, only the channels of the provided sal-
vation ; the sacred mysterics by which the grace of God moets
the needs of our fallen life and *° counteracts the operation of
original and actual sin.” Ience, although administered ne-
ceasarily through human instrumentalities, they are not human
but divine acts; not man’s, but God's hand of salvation—Ilis
way of gracious doing to man. By them God, the sole Giver
of grace, bestows, and man, in his abject poverty, reccives,
specific spiritual benefits—* that which by nature he cannot
have.” This intervening order is fully witnessed to by St.
Puul, when, of the ministry in its lnrgest sense, he says: ‘“But
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we have this treasure in carthen vessels, that the oxcelloney of
the power may be of God, and not of us.”

Calvin ailmits this same prineiple in saying: *T¢ ought to be
suflicient for us to recognize the and and seal of our Lord in
Ilis Sacraments, let the administrator be who he may.”  An-
other old Reformation divine snys: * For as faith is our hand
by which we seck, lay hold of, and receive the blessings of the
Gospel, so the Word and Sacraments arc, as it were, the hands
of (fod, by which ho offers and presents to us, and applies and
seals to all believers, the benefits procured by Christ.”* Hooker
speaks of grace being a donation from God by Baptism.t A

npdern Anglican divine calls the Sacraments ¢ the media by
which God co-operates with man in his endeavor after Cliristian
life."’}

Natural generation is and must be 2 birth in sin. That
which is born of the {lesh is flesh,” says our Lord most em-
platically; and St. Paul reiterates the same fundamental truth
in these worda: ““By nature the children of wrath.,” Thelaw
of sin starts with our conception, not with sclf-conseiousness.
‘ch(m the Psalmist's confession: “Belold; I was shapen in
Iniquity, and in sin did my mother conceive me."” Long before
the human powers come to sclf-conscious activity, this law of
sin is in operation. The low of grace must go as decp as the
law of sin—must touch the very spring-lead of human life.
Not by the order of nature in any way, but only by the order of a
supernaturnl grace—n new birth, a regeneration—is this possi-
ble. In Infant Baptism, the work of grace is made to precede
the sclf-conscious activity of the child, standing thereby in a
new order of lifo.

DAPTIBM THI BACRAMENT QF THE NEW BIRTI.

It is definitely ealled so by our Lerd Himself, in His con-
versation with Nicodemus: * Except o man be born of water

= Gorhnrd's Theo, Inst.
F HMooker's Eeel. Polity, Book V., g 63
f Dircetorium Pastorale, Rov, John Henry Blunt, p. 158, London,
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and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God.”
John iii. 5. It is not to be denied that Christ associutes here
the birth of tho Spirit with the birth of water, or Holy Bap-
tism. Why this peculinr sssecintion is made, is no concern of
ours. The fuct is all we have to do with; and what, in this
way, God has joined together, no man has o right to put asun-
der.  That by  water” here our Lord relers to Ilaptisw was,
up to a comparatively recent period, the universally accepted
interpretation of the pussnge, carrying with it the authority of
the most learned and orthodox eommentators, from the carliest
ages on down.* St. Paul further testifics to Baptism being the
Sacrament of the new birth, when e calls it fed dovrpob waly-
yévzarac—rihe bath of the new birth, or the ** washing of re-
generation.””  Titus iii. 5. There can bé no doubt that this
Pauline conception of Baptism—the actual translation of the
subject from the kingdom of Satan into the kingdom of Clirist
—wns the full and firm fuith of the early Church. The ancieng
Fathers are all one here.  No one can read them at all thenght-
fully without being thovoughly convinced of this; for this
thought—a new birth in the Sacrament of Buptism—is continu-
ally repeating itself in their writings.

Take o few pussages from these early Christian writers, im-
plying & new birth in that Sacrament. Many others are fur-
nished in Wall's exhaustive work on Infunt Daptism, already
referred to, and Sadler’s excellent work, © The Sceond Adam
and the New Birth.”

=4 AL tho aneiont Christinns (witheut tho exceplion of one maen) so understand
thut rule of our Bavieur, Jobn §il. 5, of Duplism, All that mention that test, from
Justin Martyr (A. D. 1iB) down to St Austin, (A D. 430) do so mpply it. Noither
did 1 ever seo it othorwias applied in nuy nnoient writer, T believe Cnlvin wos the
first that ever denied this place to wenn Buptisw, Ile gives n new inferpretation,
whioh he von{ceses to e new. The judicious Mr. Hooker saw betimes the inconve-
nience and groundlessness of this new interpretation of Calvin's, which was then
groedily embroced by Corlwright nud others, that thoy might with better fice deny
any necessity of that private Baptism, which hod been ordered by tho Church in
onses of extromity ; nnd anys on thut ncoount, * I hold it for o mest infaltible rule in
expusitions of snored Seripture, thut where o literal sonatruction will stund, the fur-
theat Trom tho letter is commonly tho worst, "—Wall on Infant Baptiam, Vol, 1,
pp. $1-445,  Cotton’s Edition. 18062,
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Justin Martyr, A. D. 148. ¢ Then they are led by us to
the water, and are regenerated by the same process of regene-
ration by which we were ourselves regenerated; for they then
receive the laver in the water in the name of God the Father
and Master of the universe, and of our Saviour Jesus Christ,
and of the Toly Ghost. T'or Christ suya, ¢ Unless ye be born
agnin, ye cannot onter inte the kingdom of heaven.'”

Clement of Alexandrin, A. D, 192. e geems to me to
form man of the dust, to regenerato him by water, to male
him grow by His Spirit, to Instruct him by His word.”

Tertullinn, A. D. 200, “When with this law is compared

« thnt limitation, * Bxcept o man be born of water and of the
Spirit, he shall not enter into the kingdom of God,’ this hath
bound down faith to the neeessity of Buaptism.”

Origen, A.D. 210, ¢ And because, through the Sacrament
of Baptism, the pollutions of our carthly origin are removed,
50 it is, also, that infants are baptized; for, * Wxcept o man be
born of water and of the Spirit,"”" &e.

Cyprian, A. D. 248, “Tor then may they nt length be
fully sanctified, and become sons of God, if they be born of
each Sucrament, since it is written, ¢ Except a man bo born
of water,” " &e.

Ambrose, A. D. 397, “Nor, sgain, does the mystery of
regenerntion take place without water ; for, ¢ Unless a man be

- born of water and of the Spirit,"” &e.

Aungustine, A. D. 430. * No man passes from the first man
to the second man except through the Sacrament of Baptism.
In children born, and not yet baptized, let Adawm be recognized.
In childven born and baptized, and on this aceount born again,
let Christ be recognized.”

These pussages—and it would be quite nn easy matter to
multiply them—ifrom the enrly Fathers, expressing so clearly
their view of the significance and necessity of Buptism, will
anccount for the great stress they put on its aetual administra-
tion, and that general anxiety in regard to it which, at a very
carly period, led to the custom of Lay-Buptism in_ cascs of ex-
treme peril to life. In Lis work on Primitive Christiunity, Cave



512 An Inquiry into the [Ocronen,

says: ‘“This custom, without question, arosc from Lt opinion
they had of the absolute and indispensable n?ccsslty of Bnlf-
tism, without which they scarce thought a man’s future condi-
tion could be sale, and therefore it was better it should be had
from any one than to depart this life without. it." o
TFurther, Baptism is the Sacrament of incorporation into
Christ, Gal. 7if, 27, Rom. »i. 8, 4. Tt is the Saerament for
the remission of sins. Aets 72. 88, z2di. 18, Jph.v. 20. “\th}l
the last clauses were added to the Nicene Creed by the Gmm.ml
of Constantinople, in the year 881, one wng inch.uicd w!uc],l
declares, ¢T acknowledge one Baptism for the remission Df: sm..'s.
The meaning of this eluuse may be shown by paraphrasing it:
‘T acknowledge one Baptism, administered once only 1;? cach
person, and only in one manner (that is with water, in the
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Ho]y_ G!lOB.t),
ta be efficacious for the pardon of all sins,—urigin:ﬂl sin in in-
fants, original and nctual in adults.”"*  And this still romains
the mind of the Church wherever the sacramental sense of the
Gospel is not obseured or wholly obliterated by o different
system.
yBﬂ.ptism i the Sacrament of incorporation i.nto the Churel,
the mystical body of Christ—the initial ordlr}ancc. Jlopeu-
févreg oDy pallpreboare wdvra i Eluy, Bamu:our.s:;. Mait.
szeith 19, 1 Cor. 2, 13, The Heidelberg Catechism follaws
in this sume pure sense of the Gospel, when it says, in ?nswcr
to Question T4, “ Arc infants also to he bnptized?. Yes, for
ginee . . . . . they must therefore, by Baptism, us o sxgn”of the
covenant, be also admétted into the Christinn Churcl. " The
old German text is, © durch den tauff der Christlichen Kirchen
eingeleibt ;" the modern German reads, “dorch die Tnuf‘e der
Christlichen Kirehe efnverledbt;” the Latin, “ per Bupiismum
Toclesice Dei tnserendi sunt ;" to which the Englisl, “by Bap-
tism tncorporated,” or as the new translation (Ter’c,cntcnu-ry
Tdition) has it, “ éngrafted into the Christian Churel, AnSWers
most nearly. From oll this it follows that ¢ the grace given 1n

® Sucraments and Sucramental Ordincuves, Rev. Juhn Henry Dty p. 72,
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Baptism places the person baptized in a new relation to God;
being aceounted is child by spiritual sdoption as well as natu-

ral ereation, and reeeiving spiritual as well as natursl gifts
from ILim,"*

TIIE CONDITIONAL NECESSITY OF DAPTISM.

Salvation ig ordinarily through the divine order of grace.
The Sacraments arve for man, not God ; they bind us, not Him.
God binds us to the ordinances, but Timself remains unbound
—omnipotent, if ITe will, in the sphere of grace as well us
nature. But it is clear cnough from the Scripture, that God
has associated salvation with Baptism. There are no less than
twelve passages where this association is brought out in o direct
and positive form.{ The unbinssed consideration of these
passagoes forces the candid student of the Divine Word to the
conclusion so tersely put by Hocker:  The law of Christ tieth
all men to recefve Baptism.” Tt is not to be doubted that this
firm belief in the neeessity of Baptism, as a condition prece-
dent for salvation, fixed itself very early in the mind of the
Churcl, and led to the anthorization of its administration, in
necessitous cases, even on the part of the Iaity.

Wo arc now prepared to pass over to the consideration of
the
ESSENTIALS OF A TRUE AND VALID BAPTISM,

On this point Maskell makes this cbservation in lis able and
lenrned work on IToly Baptism: “The validity of tho Sacra-
ment, as regards its essentinls, must depend upon the same par-
ticulars at all times; that once instituted by our blessed Lord,
it ecannot be changed or altered in any necessary detail whats
goever, by authority less than His. And this, whether by
addition or by diminution.”t TFrom the institution of tho Sacra-

* Directorium Puntorale, Rev. Juku Ienry Biuu, - 158,

f8t John il 3, 5; Bt. Mork xvi. 16; Acts ii. A8, U0; xxii. 10; Rom. vi. 1-4;
I Cor. x. 1,2, 5; 1Cor. xil. 12, 13, 27; Gal. iii. 26, 27; Tiph. v, 26, 26 ; Col. ii. 12;
Titus tii. 55 1 Petor ifi, 21,

T Ifoly Baptizs. Ry Ree. W, Maskell, p. 121 Fondon.
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mistaken zenl for spiritual Baptism, ruled out altogether the
necessity of water in this Sncrament, The Flagellants, o sect
of the thirteenth century, so named from their peculiar faith
in this particular, held that each one ought to be baptized in
his own blood, per flagella do corpore cxcusso.t It is well-
known that, to this day, the followers of George Fox, in their
hyperspiritualism and abherrence of all religious forms, repu-
dinte altogether the outward ordinance, under the pretext of

24 T universum trog subatenotinles baptismi partes sint statuendw, quee non pos-
sunt divelli aut watari, soilicet agua, verbum, et actio.” Gerhard's Theo. Juats

+Haly Raptinm, by Rev. W. Mankell, pp. 32-05; alvo ¥ The Annatated Hoak of
Common Prayer,” by ftev, John Henry Bunty pp. 210, 211,

UG BULHIY SN LHE WILETE UL LUG 1ouu, UlL’-UﬁllHlUg LG pirLe Ul
the defilement brought upon i6 by the inhabitants of the old
world, o **figure" of the Baptismal cleansing of mankind from
the filth of sin, and in the salvation of Noah and his family in
the ark, a “figure” of snlvation by Baptism; the other,] taking
Tsrael's hasty transit through the Red Sea, separating them
from the land of their long and biiter bondage, to be o type of
man’s deliverance by Baptism from the bondnge of nature and
his freedom in Christ. Showing the decpest sympathy with
tho apostolic meaning given fo these remote cvents, we find

* Longe's Gonesis, tranalnted by Prof. Tayler Lewis, L. D.
11 Deler jil. 20, 21, 11 0or. . 1, %






























