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THE APOSTOLICAL ORIGIN OF INFANT BATTISM.
" [From Schaff’s ** Geschichle der Chr. Kirche”]

Asgtbe npostolic church was & missionary chureh, the most of

. these baptized futo it, were grown pevsumns.  Infant baptisns has

force and imeaning, only in the Lt of o parent cliareh abready:

existing, and the preswiption of Cluigtisn eduention, which of

coirse codd not be expected of hemben or Jewish panans.

Tlue in our day, o Missimury beginie his winde, with she insiroe-
tion of adults, not with the hapiisar of children.

The question, howevey, presents itsel, whether, i adilition to
the baprism of ndults, whichy in the viine of e ense, ook
pace most freguently, vhore wig find alsn in comgregaionaabready
estallished the Chiistivn baptism of infams, siinilar e eivenmet-|
ston, 8 type, which, die paviareh Abrabam havieg st yreniv-
ed as o send of the righreonsness of Gdily, (Rome jv: TLY fonth.
witle performed upan his son Taug, on the eighth doy afier his
hicth (Gen. xxi: 4); and which was iade the: sign ol the cove-
aand ta all his posierity, (Gen, xeiiz 10, &a)o Phis quesiion,
we Jeed Dound o answer wllimnaaively, slilieugh in duing so, we
have apposed to us, sot anly the Baptivts, but also she sty
af some istinguished Fedo-bapis diviness for ‘indanee, the
veuesable e Apeseer, who denies that infsy bopian wos
practised inn the eposolical clirehlt Bt is true, there is no direet
histoeival proef in suppmt of it, to be ot with i the lener of
the N. 1% nor in these pssages in the Aeis of the Apostles,
which the buptisms of whole famibies s spelen of (Acks xvic 15
-30-33; xvii: 8, comp. x: Ad-48 and | Cer. i: 1) inos-
svsch ws ehildeen e ot expressly wemioned, aod @ s possible
that the families were composal exclusively of grrown persons,
Seill Losa is there any possage to prove the comnry, W nurst
have recourse aceardingly to the spirit of the bilile, which con-
g foe more than ia just expresad by dizleners md o hthienee
appears that infant nmisa iz aecessardy ineladed in the very
deaft and desisn of primdiive Chvistanity, we will bo able, in
the tomnl abgence of prool 1o the contruy, o wirive at tolemble
cartainty that it wis wettnlly practised.

'ALILL 278, &e. Sifll, we must notaverlondr this important distineiing,
that aceonding 0 Neamder, infaut baplism was developet {rom the pure
spirit of Clivistingity, atthowgh it was not pracrised wntil wwanls the eluse
of the'secom? ceatury, whilst the Baptists pronounce it o be an unserips
twwra¥apd unchtistian innovatiom.
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Tie strangest ground in favor of inft Lnptism, in connexion
wille mid s o part o a0 well ordereld Gliristinn cleurel, and with
a stllicient gawmates of o Plous educarion—for it js only upon
this condition that we maintain it o al—lies in e universality
af the very iden of Christ, whieh includes humanity fisell.  He
is buth able and willing 1o redeein oll nen, of every nge and
gex awd deseriprion and condition of Nifs, In the pres::mcn of
the Suviour of the woild, all theso disinctions are lost in the
genernl need anik eapacity of all men forsdvuion. A Saviour
who was enly able and willing 10 gave adulis nnd- ot infauts,
:.v‘uuhl wok be the Christ hie is represented 1o L in the Gnspcl.,
Dleere is o waremit whatever, in the word of God, for the ex-
c!ﬂsu_m of # pari pi‘ our race,-on acconnt of their age, from e
Blessings of the Kingdom of heaven, nnil our best feelings, and
Qccpcs} and mwst inwontl relisions consciousnces revoll at pur-
tenlarisan, so mos s this® Ta the gigniflant parallel, Rom.
v 2 &b Apostle makes it very prominently lo‘nppem-
Uint the Kingdom of righteousness amd life, aceording 1o its di-
Vine witention und inward power, is aliogerier ng comprehensive
fndeed il wiore compreliensive and effectual, thap thclringz
dout af sin and death, 1o wivel it s admiied children nre sub-

Jeety b iha tle gain and sdeaninge secured (o us by the second

Adum fas smove ihan compensate Tor the loss and injury received
EI‘UEII the !Il’é[.’ It Is fur Whis reasun, e repeats the expresaion,
tuch more,” in the second ineaber of the sentence, (ver, 15

*And yet this is the inevitable consequence, and in fact the very prinei-
ple assumed ns noprimary trath, by the Bapiisis,  Dr, Alexander Garson
their must leirwed wpotagist, nsserrs wiliont reserve in his work (Baptism
in it mde aml subjects, po 17,3 o chitdeen cannot be saved by the Gos-
el e by laith, -« 1'he Gospel has notiting 1o do with infants; por have
Linsped vnlinnnces any respeet o them. It is goud news ; but to infants jt
15 2w news st alk. “They knew noiing of it The salvation of the Gospel
5 ag muiel cosfincd ‘o believers, rs the baprism of e Gospel is. None
can rver b saved hy the Gospel who do aut beliove {t. Consequenlly by
the Gospel nocinfant can be saved”  When therefure Tapiists assume, ne
they geneeally do, that chiliren are saved, withowt baptism ar fuith o the
Guspcl. ey apsed the Tundamental principle of Christianity that oot of
lClmst there is no salvation, amd that by faith in him only are we saved.
‘frfants wha enter leaven,” says Garson, *must'be regencraled, bet not
by the Gospel.  Infans nrost be sanctified for heaven, but nat trough the
truth as revealed o man”  (Is chere then any other \ruth for tis i;\uprpqse
Wan that which s revealad? 17 thers is it most bea contradiction, and
auch_an anlward anti-evangebical iruth ¢an never be saving.) Y Woe i;now
nothing,” he adds, * of the meaus by which God receivesinfants; nor have
we any business with it Precious comfort fo be sure for Christign’ par-
¢ols, pasticularly, when standing by the graves of theic children!


















