St e s CATHOLICISM,
- Anownd the ativibutes which Chrigtinnity haos. cluimed (p 16
from the beginning, there is none perhops.moretinteresti
. gignificant than that which is expressed by the tiile: Cuthi
- Iiis not the product in any way of mere accident or-capr
just as litile as the idea’of the Church jtself may be foken’
have any origin of thissort, It bas its necessity.in, the;
. tonception of Cliristianity and the” Church.: -Hence:it"istha
we find it entering into the earliest christian confession the-Apds
1les’ Creed, as an essential element of the fuith that springs from
_Ghrist. As the mystery of the' Church itsell i no..object of .
_anere speculation, ond rests not'in any outward sense or lestimo- -
- ny only, but must be received as an article of . faith which pro
coeds with inwaord necessily from'the higher ‘mysteiy, of theé In-
carnation; so, also the. grand distinguishing ; attributes- of the
.. Churchyas we haveithem'in the Creed, carry ; with ther
.-eame kind of inward necessary. force for. Lhe, mind in which thiy
. Greed truly prevails.  They are not brought {rom" abroad
~ gpring directly from the conatitution of: the fact itsel fsvith ‘which
faith is here placedin:communicatio Theliden of the Church
ag z real objectfor-faith, and ‘not afantnsticinution only for, the
_ imagination, involves the charncterof catholicity;
of:truth.and holiness, o8 something” which’belong
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to it very nature. T have true faith in the Chureh at oll, we
- ponst receive it as one, holy, apostalical, ond catholic. To let
 -go'any of these altributes in our thought, is necessnrily to give
~ “rup'atthe'same time the being of the Church itself ns an urticle
-7t of faithy and to substilute for it o mere chimern of ourown brait
i ‘underits sacred nome. - Hence the tenncity with which the
. Church hns ever-held fost (o this litle of catholic, vs her inalicna-
l& distinction over ngainst a{l mere parties or secls bearing te
Jristian:nome.  Had the title been only of accidental or arlifi-
jal “%igin, no such stress would have been lnid on it, and no
. guch’foree would have been felt always to. go along with ils ap-
. plieation >[It has had its reason and autherity all along, not so
" much i what it may have been made (0 mean cxactly for the
- understanding in the way of formal definition and reflection, as
;. in the living sense rather of christianity itself, the consciousness
of fnith here s that which goes before all reflection and fu-
. piches the contents with which it is to be exercised.
¢ 7Uhe term catholie, it 18 generally undersiood, is of the same
serse immediately with universal ; and so we lind some who
g penidus of the first, as carrying to their ears o popish sound,
- affecting 1o use his last rather in the Creed.” They feel it easier
ipsay: 1 believe in o Lioly universal er geoeral churel,” than
“tosadopt out and out the old form : 1 believe in the holy catho-
| “tie, ot in one holy catholic, chureh.” In this case however it
~ i “needs Lo be barne in mind thal there are two kinds of generality
- “gruniversality, and that only one of them answers (0 the true
“foree of {he term catholic ; so that thefe is some danger of bring-
_ing.in‘by such change of terms an actual change of sense also,
“that shall go in the end to overthrow the proper import of e
attribute altogether. :
The two kinds of universality to which we refer ave presen-
ted to us in the words afl and whole. "These are ofien taken to
le substantinlly of one and the same meaning.  In truth how-
aver their scose is very differept. The first is un abstraction,
derived from the contemplation or thought of a certnin number
of 'separate individual existences, which are brought together in
the mind and classified collectively by the notion of their com-
mon properties.  In such view, the general is of course some-
thing secondary to the individual existences from which itis
abstracted, and it can never be more broad or comprehensive
than these are-in their numerical and emprical aggregation. It
is ever accordingly o limited and finite generality. Thus we
© speak of all the trees in a forest, all the stars, alf men, &c.,
~meaning properly in each cose the actual number of trees, stars,
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or men, individually embraced at the-time in our general vicw.
neither more nor less, n totality which. exists only Ly llie?mind’
. and is strictly dependent on the objects considered in their indi-
vidual character.  We reach the conception by o process of in-
duction, starting with single things, and by coniparison’dnd ab-
stragtion rising te what isgencral ; while yet in the very nature of
the case the generality can never transcend the Irae bounds of the
empirical process out of which it grows and ‘on'which it rests.’
But widely different now from all his, is the conéeplion legiti-
mately expressed by the word whole. "The generdlity it ai®iotes
*is not absiraet, & mere notion added {o things outwiydly by the
mind, but concrete; it is wrought ifjlo L[lBDVGI‘Y nzjizijﬁhr'd'-b}r the
things themselves, and they grow forth from ‘it ns the necessar
and perpetual ground of their own béing and life, In tfis'wa ;
it does not depend on individual and,single existerices ns lhe)iré
product or consequence 3 although indeed it c;-m have o place
i the living world without them; but in the ‘ordet df"'il«]-fuai
being they must be talen rather to depend on it and to ;u! sty
in it nnd from it us their preper original. Such o gen"i'fn!ilj‘:ésln’ ‘
rat finite, butinfinite, that is without empirical limits nndﬁltj\rﬁxylll'fr:lﬂ‘é' 7
;it1s not the creature of mere experience, arid so is not held-'h; its
 particulnr measure however large, but 'in the form of ir']'eu"ie;‘
always more than the simple nggregate of ‘things by whidh'it is
1eveuled ot any given time in the world of sense. The:all ."éxiii
presses o mechanical unity, which is made up of the parts that ™™
belong to it, by their being brought togetherin a purely oui‘\\izil:d' :
way ; the wholesignifies on the contrary nn erganic unity, whefe |
the paits as such have no separate and independent extstence
but draw their being from the universal unity itself in which
they are_comprehended, while they serve at the same time &
bring it into view. The whole man for instunce is not sim io
all the clemen's and powers thut enter empirically into his cg 4
stitution, but this living constitution itsell’ rulier as somethi nr;
more general than all such elements and powers, in virru g
which only they come to be thus what they are in fact Tnt;lc'L
same way the whole of nature is by no means'of orie Senide 511111(f
ply with the numerical aggregnte, the actuid iall, of the objecis
and things that go o make up what we call tlie "sy’sicm'of’ ’mi'!m"c;
at uny given time; and humanity or the human 'race as a whole
miay never be taken as jdentical with all men, whethdr this b
understood of all the men of the present gcncr,nlion anly or hg
50 cxtcmlc(l as to include all generations in the like ‘outward
view. liven where the thing in view may dppear by is nalure
to exclude the gendral distinction hére made, it will’li'c‘four;d orh
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: cloge’ amsidernlinn that where the termas before us are nsed atall
appropriately they never have just the same sense, but that the

whole of - thing implies always of right something more than

8 i ' house is not of one
js ‘expressed merely by its all,. The whole i :

' 'signigcnlion with o} the house, the whole wateh with all its
“purts, or, the whole library with all the certain books that are
found upon its shelves. Two- different ways of looking ot the

object, whatever il may be, are.indicated by the two !.P.rmisz rimq
also (wo materially different. conceplions, the force of w tic 11 ic
is not diflicult to feel cven where there may be no power fo make
j  for thoyght.. .
)'L ﬂ%ﬂg fgwhif ?i? be asked which of these two orders of univer-
snlily is intended by the title cathofic, as applied to the clme;i;a!r:
Church;(he answer is at once sufficiently plain, It 1s_lhlut u{ h !cr
is expressed by the word whole, (@ term that comes in¢ eec q;r;
mologically from the same root,) and not tiat \'vl:‘cse n}fz.n'm?:;
lies'more fitly in the wordiell, A man may say : “I believe iy

7 a haly universal Church ;" when bis meaning comes merely io
“*_ this #il.1ast, that he puts all single christians together in his ow]n
‘mind, and is willing then to acknowledge them under this col-

lective title. The aniversality thus reached liowever is only an
ahstedction, and as such falls short altogether of the IWI;),;"' ?lon-
crole mystery which is set before us as an ohject, not of rollec-
tion simply, but of divine snpqmnmr_ﬂf faitl, m_lhjc olfl o:}cumri:;
nical symbols, The true universality of Christ’s kingdom is

~ greanic and concrete.  Tthas a real historical existence in the
E=3

world in and through the parts of which it is composed : while

Cyetit i3 notin any way the sum simply or resull of these, as
* thongh they could have a separale existence heyond and before
houg

such gencral fact; but rather it musthe regarded s going bcfm-wi
them in-the ‘order of aetual being, as undeslying them al every
point, niid os comprehending them always in ils more. nmpl'e
‘range. It is the whole, in-virtoe of which only the parts enter-
ing into its constitntion can have nny reol subsistence ns Rm{ls,
whether taken collectively or single. Such undoubtedly is the
sensg.of.the ‘ancient formula, “1 believe in the haly catlu?lw
elyurch,” as it meets us in- the faith of the casly christian world.
But the idea of wholeness s variously -determined of course
by, the natere of the object lo whigh it may be applied. ‘f\ e
can speak of awhole forest, n whole continent, or a whole pl.m'-
et; of a whole species of animals, or of animated nature s 3
whole ; of 2 whole man, n whole nation, a whele generation, or
& whale buman world.  'What wow is the whole, in reference
to.which the aitribute of the Church here unfler consideration
ig affirmed, a5 n necessary article of christisn fuith?
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The only proper answer to this question is| that the muibute
refers to the idea of universal Lhumanity, or of this world as*a:
whole.  When christianity is declared 1o be eatholic, the declirs-
tion must be taken in its full sense 1o affirm, that the last idea, of
this world as brought to its completion in mail, is made perfect]y
possible in the forin of christiouity, and in 1hi form alone, and
that this power therefore can never cease 1o wogle until it shall
have actoally 1aken possessioni of the world as n'whole, and shail
thus stnnd openly and clearly revenled as ihe: trus copsumma-
tion of its nature and history in every other view. A

The universalness here affirmed must be taken (o extend in
the end, of course, over the limits of man’s nature’ abstractly
considercd, to the physical consitution of the surrounding world,
agcording to Rom. wviij, 19-23, 2 Poter-iii, 13, and many other
pussages in the Bible; for the physical nnd moral are so bound
together as o single whole in the orgonization of man’s life, that
the true and full redemption of this lnst would seem of itself o
require o real emyyevesls or renovation also of the earth in {is
natural form. The proper wholeness even of nature -itself,
ideully considered, lies ultimately in the power of christinnity,: -
and can be brought to pass or made actunl only by ils meane.
But it is more immedialely and direcly with the world of hu-
manity as such that this power is concerned, and such referense
15 o be ackuowledged too, no dodbt, ns mainly predeminont in
the ceelesinatical use of the tide whick we have now in hand.
Christianily is catholic, and claims to be 8o received by on act of
faith, inasmueh as it forms the “true and proper whaleness of

mankind, the round and full symmetrical cosmos of hiumanity,
within which only its individual manifestations can ever become
complete, and on the outside of which there is no raom to think
of man’s life excéptns a fajlure, o .

There are two ways of looking at the human world, under
the conceplion of is lotality.  The view may regard simply the
area of the world’s [ife outwardly considered, humanity in its
numerical extent, as made up of a certain number of naions,
tribes and individual men ; ‘ot it may be dirceled more partiea-
larly to the world’s life inwardly considgred, humanity in its
infensive character, the being of man ns @ living fact or consti-
tution wade up of certain” elements, lnws, forces, and relations,
which enler necessarily into its conception oside from the par-
ticular millions of living men as’such by which it may be rep-
resenled at any given time. These two Soncéptions are plaindy
different ; while it is equally plain at the same time that neither
of them way be allowed with any propriety o exelude the oth-
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er, but’ that the_ true and real wholeness of humanity is 1o be
found only i the union of both.  Glriatinnity or the Kingdom
of God is catholic, us it carries in itself the power to take posses-
sionp’ of the world both extensively and intensively, and ¢an
never rest short of this end. T is formed for such twao fold vie-
tory over the reign of sin, and has a mission from heoven ac-
cordingly to conquer the universe of mon’s life in this whole
and enlirc way. .

Here precisely lies the neissiofary natuge and character of the
Church. It has a call to possess the world, and it is urged con-
tinually by, its own,constitution tq fulfil this call. The spirit of
wmissions, wherever it prevails, bears testimony to the catholicity
of christianity, and rests on the agsumption that it is the only
absolutely true and normal form of mon’s life, md so of right
should, and of;necessity also at last must, come to be universally
acknowledged and obeyed.,

As regards the numerical view of the world, or its evangeliza-
tion 4z exfenso, this is gonerally admitted.  All chyistians are
ready to allow, that the world in this view . belongs of right to
Christ, and that it is his pyrpose and plan to take possession of
it universally in the end as his own, The commission, “ Go ye
into all the world and preagh the  gospal to every creature,” at
onge.malees it;a duty to scelt the extension of the gospel ameng
all ‘men, and:authorizes the, confident expeclation that this ex-
tengion will fiually be reached. 'The warll needs christianity,
and it can never rest satislied to be anything less than a full
complement for, this tieed. It has regard by ils very nature, not

- to any section of humanity oply, not to,any particular;nation or
ape Ot race, but to humanity as such, to the universal iden of
man, as this includes all kindgeds tribes and tongues under the
whole heaven. *The field is-the world.” Christianity can
tolerate no” Heathenisn, Mehammedanism, or Judaism al ils
side. It may not forggo its right o the poorest or nyost oulcast
and degraded tribe upon the earth, in favor of any other relig-
ign. Wherever human life,_reaches, it.clgims the right of fol-
lowing it and embracing it in the way of redemplion. The
heathen are given to the Son for bis inheritonce, and the uviler-

most parts of the earth for his possession. It is a sound and-: .=

right feeling thus which enters into the cause of missions in its~
ordinary form, snd Jeads the church to pray and put forth action
in varions ways for the conversion of the nations. T

But itis not alwnys so clearly seen, that the intensive maste-

ry of the world’slife belongs justns truly as this extensive work
1 the iden of the kingdom of God, and that it ought to he there-
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fore just ng much also an object of missionary interest and zeals
T'he two inleres(s indeed can neverbe entirely. separated ; sinces”
it belongs to the very nature of christianity: to lake posscssion in.
some way of the interior lifé of men, and the idea of snivation
by itz means unaveidably involves-something more than a sim-
Ply outward relation to it under any form. Hence a mere out-.
ward profeéssion of it is felt on all!Fanddto be not enougls j al-’
though even this us far as it* goes forms a part also of that uni-’
versal homage whicli is ita due ; but along with this Is required
to go also-some transformation of character, as a necessary pass-
port to the heavenly world towardd which itlooks. So.in nomi-
nally cliristian lands, and within the bounds of the outward
visible chiurch itsell, tHere is recognized generally the presence
of a more inward living evangelization, & narrower missionary
worls, which consists in the form of what is- sometimes ealled
experimental relipion, and has for its object: the interior form of
the life it prelends to take possession of, ils nctual substanee,’
rather than the mere mauter ofvit oulwardly taken. In this
country partisularly no distinction is more familiar, than that
belween the mere outward ackaowledgment of christianity and
the power of religiontin the souls of ils true subjects ; althouglh
the line of this distinction is morc or less vaguely and variousaly
drawn, to suit the funcy of different sects.  Bat still it is for the
mosl part,a very inadequate spprehiension afier all, thal scemsto
be taken in this way of theinner mission of chiistianity. Fyven
under ils experimental and spiritual ‘aspect, the worl of the gos<”
pel 1s too generally thought offas something comparatively out-
ward to the proper life of man, and so a power exerted on it
mechanicatly from abroad for its salvation, rather than a real
redemptionsbrought {o pass it from the inmost depths of its
own nalure, According to this view, the greal purpose of the
gospel is to save menefrom hell, and bring them to heaven; this
is accomplished by the machinery of the ntonement and justifi-
cation by faith, carrying aleng withi it a sort of magical super-
natural change of state and charneter by the power of the Holy
Ghost, in conformity with the use of eertain means for the pur-
pose an the part of men; and eo now it is taken to be thie great work
of the Church to carry forward the process offdeliverance,
almost exclusively under such mechianical aspect, by urging and
helping as many souls as possible in their: separate individual
character o flee from the wrath to come and to secure for them-
gclves through the grace of conversion a good hope against the
day of judgment. With many of our secls at least; the-iden of
religion, (evangelical or experimental religien as ey, are plens-
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WS ILIS 1eil o have 1is real possibility in the power of such &
whole renovation ripening before to this blessed result, _
Bot to understand fully the inner mission of christianity now
under consideration, we must loek beyond the merely individu-
al life as such to the moral organization of society, in which
alone it can ever be found real and compicte.  Pure nalked in-
dividaality in the case of man is an abstraction, for which there
is o place whatever in the conerete human world,  The single
man is what he is always, only in virtue of the socia] 1ife n
which he is comprehended and of which he is o part. - His sep-
arale existence is conditioned universally by a general human
subsinnee beyond it, from which it takes roat, and derives both |
quality and strength, The iden of redemption then in Lis case,
implies of necessity far inore than any deliverance that can have
place for lis life separately regarded.  As it must lay hold of






























