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- EARLY CHRISTIANITY.
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TaE general Paritan theory of Early Christianity may be re-
duced to the following propositions : , '

. Lst. That it started in the beginning urider the same form sub-
stantially, both in doetrine and practice; which is now known
and honored as Evangelical Protestantism without prelacy. The
doctrine was.orthodox, as distinguished from all heresies that are
at war with 'the doctrines of the Trinity, human depravity, and
the atonement. The principle of the Bible and private judg-
ment lay at the bottom of the whole system. The worship was
much in the modern style of Scotland or New England, So
was it also with the government or polity of the churches. All
was vastly rational and spiritual. FEven Presbyterianism, ac-
cording to the Congregationalists, was not yet born. 'The Bap--
tists carry the nudity farther still.. But all agree, that the church
notions of later times were unknown.. There was no papacy,
no episcopacy, no priesthood, no liturgy, no thought of a super-
natural virtie in baptism, no dream of anything like the myste-
ry of the real presence in the awful sacrament of the altar. The
primitive piety was quite of another order from all this. It was
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