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ART. I1,—II0LY BATTISM.

T11E DPOCTRINE OF THE REFORMED CHURCH.

BY F. V. GERIART, D, I, LANCASTRR, TA.

TWe propose to institute an inquiry into the doctrine conccr;l-
ing Holy Daptism as held and tanght by ’?he Relormed Chure 1

W do not mean the Reformed Chureh of Germany, or the Ger-
man Reformed Chureh, particularly.  Nor do we mean the doc-
trinc of the entire Protestant Chureh, which wonld iucluElc Lu-
theranisn.  We intend to limit our inquivy to the Reformed
branch of Protestantism.  Within this limit, however, Wwo pro-
pose to survey the whole field; which will ombrace the Reformed
Chureh of Switzerland, of France, of Germany, of Ho]];md_, of
Belgium, of Bohemia, of Poland, of Bngland or the Anglican
Clarrel. und the Reformed Church of Scotland,; or the Prcs!)yt-
terian Churel of Seotland and Ireland, and its various subdivi-
siong in America, o

To determine shis question in a satisfrctory manner, ik is ne-
cossary to go to the most trustworthy sources of mformn%lon.
These may ho divided into three classes: 1. Ti]clworks of tho
leading theolagical Profussors and divines of the different bran-
chies of the Reformed Chureh, who are to be regarded as the
representatives of the Reformation period, and the cm:poncnts
of the Reformed faith; 2, the vavious Liturgies of the smtcenthl
and seventeenth conturics; apd 8, the numerous Confessions of
Traith and eatechisms of the Reformed Churel, .

An examinntion of oll these sources woull he necessary in
order to furnish the ovidence in full concerning the Reformed
Toetrine: but this would make a series of articles or a hook,
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instead of one article of ordinary length. We will therefore
waive, for the present at least, an examination of the first two
sources, and confine our nttention chiefly to the third, which,
taken by itself, is the most important. The Catechising and
Confessions contain the most divect and positive expression of
the Reformed faith, Though the language is hero and there
+affested and modified by reference to the errors of Romanism
on the one side, and of Rationalism, Anabaptism and Infidelity
en the other, and must in all such cases, be interpreted in the
light of the prevailing issucs, yet it is thus affected and modi-
fied in a much less degree than the writings of tlieologiansg and
divines, which are to n Inrge extens of a controversial character.
This is true especially of the doctrine of Baptism. On no doe-
trine is the language of the Catochisms and Conlessions, taken
together, more clear, consistent and unerquivocal.  And when
particular forms of expression involve a reference to queskions
of the age, it happens that the language presents na difficulty,
but is intelligible both to clergyincn and laymen; for the many
questions ab issue then concerning the nature and eflicacy of
Baptism, ave the very questions which ave nt issue now, and
with which every intelligent Christian is conversant,
The principal and most important aspeet of the question at
issue now in thoe Reformed Chureh of Americn, ineluding the

- Episcopal, Presbyterinn, Congregational, Reformed Duteh and

German Reformed Churehes, is whether Holy Baptism is the
Sacrament of Repeneration?  as Christ ordained this Sacen-
ment for the remission of sins, and the communication of & new
and spiritual life by the Holy Ghost? Ts it the act of God, in
which he translates the subject from the state of nature into
the state of grace, from the kingdom of the Devil into the king-
dom of Christ? Does a person, who is a child of the Devil
through the fall of Adam and the inheritance of original sin,
bocome, by Baptism, o member of the mystieal Lody of Christ
and thereby a child of God? These several questions are but
dilferent forms of presenting onc general question, namely :
Does Baptism take away the guilt and pollation of in und com-

municate the new life of the Spirit in Clirist Jesus?
12
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We answer in the affirmative ; and maintnin thad the doctrine
we hold concerning the objective, saving cfficacy of this Bnera-
ment is the true Protestant and Reformed doctrine.  Our oppo-
nents, comprising four-fifths, il not nine-tenths, of the ministry
and laity belonging to the Reformed family of Churches, answer
in the negative, and maintain that the doctrine of baptismal re-
senceration is neither Reformed nor Protestant, but Romish,

This is ona of the very questions that agitated the Reformed
Church during the period of its organization; and in consc-
quence the language of the Clonfessions in which the rational-
iatic crrors of the sixteenth century arc condemned and the posi-
tive truth taught, is as well adapted to the religious and theolo-
gical mind of our day, as it these Confessions had been drawn
up expressly for the purpose of lilting np o standard against
the insidious unbelief of the nineteenth century.

CONTTSSIONS OF TIE REFORMED CIIURCIL

With the view accordingly of ascertaining what the Reformed
doctrine on the subject of Baptism is, we proceed to gxamine
the following Confessions nnd Catechisms: The Angshurg

Confession; the Tetrapolitan Cenfession; the Tirst Basel Con-
fossion; the Confession of Dohemia; the Second Dasel or
Tormer Helvetic Confession; Calvin’s Catechism; the Galli-
ean Confession; the Confession of Scotland; the Confession of
Tngland; the Belgic Confession ; the Heidelberg Catechism;
“the Tatter Helvotic Confossion ; the Confession of Bigismund;
the Confcssion of Poland; the Westminister Cenlession, and
the Larger Catechismn. '

The Augsburg Confession, drawn up by Melancthon, was, at
the instance of the Bmperor Charles the Fifth, presented to the
Dict of Augsburg, by the most renowned Drinces of Germany
and other States of the Bmpire, in June 1530, and although
claimed as the first symbol of the Lutheran Chureh, must be
regarded as the first Confession of the Protestant Reformation,
made before the Reformed and Lutheran tendencies had devel-
oped themselyes into division and separation. It is a formal ex-
pression of the Reformed faith, as it stood at that time, no less
than of the Lutheran faith, and ought thercfore to be consuited
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on the subject of Baptiam, in order to get o complete viow of
the Reformed doctrine.  The Augsburg Confession, because of
f.his relation which it bears to the first period of Protestantism
is included by Aless in his Sammlung symboliseher Bicher dc;‘
Lieformivien Iirehe, published in 1828,

The Zetrapolitan Confession, composed mainly by Bucer, was
presented by the deputies from the four free cities, Si;rasl’mrg,

. Constance, Memmingen and Lindau, to the Emporor ot the same

diet of Augshurg in 1583; these citics being unwilling to sub-
seribe the Conlession drawn up by Melanethon. I w:msndcsi gned
t[f beo both w positive statement of the Reformed fuith and a vin-
dication of themselves agninst the charge, that they haid dépn.rted
from the truth as taught by the Word of God. Like the Augs-
burg Confession, it was delivered in both the Latin and ‘G:r-
man langnage.

' The First Confession of Basel, sometimes called the Confos-
sion of Miilithausen, was, according to what we regard ns the
best authoritics, composed in the German ]angu:w; about the
year 15632, There ave those who hold it to e co?:val with the
Ailgsburg Confession, the Tetrapelitnn Confession and Zwin-
gli's Tixposition of Faith. The author is not certainly known.
Sor!m suppose it to have been the production of Oecolampading
I‘BV']SE(] and improved by his succossor Oswald Myconins, Sub,-
;ﬁ:mbcd by' tilf} ministers of Basel, it was first published in 1534,

l}eu again in the year 1501, it was both recogniscd and re-
CBI.VCd by the same ministers of Basel. It passed through man
cd{tions during the sixtecnth and seventeenth centuries, and ncy
quired great reputation and great influence as u.Reforn;cd Con:
fession.

Tollowing the order of time we cito next tho Confession of
Ba{zcmz’a, which dates back to 1535, when it was first publish-
ed in the vernacular tongue, and snbmitted to the king, Ferdi-
nfmd, as containing the faith of the barons and nohlcs‘:" of the
kingdom. It reccived the approval, as appears from the pr;:-
face, of Luther, Melancthon, and other divines of Wittomberg

Bohemia had numerous confessions, which, though the s'Lmr;
essentially, vary from ench othier in tho order of tapies m:(ll in
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forms of expression. OF these, according to Niemcylm', t\‘vo m-z
especially worthy of regard. o both of: ,th.csc he ‘ISS given m
place in Lis Colleition of Reformed C’an]csszmhms. [L ¢ orlmnls..
rovision of the Confession of 1535, and-published in 1573, in
i AOTMAn. )
L“g‘[_l J:S tl?: I_;I]l'm'mang/ of Protestant C’unﬁeasifms, ﬁr.?(; pnb_hsh-
od in Latin at Genevn, in 1531; then in English at (?n.mhﬂggc,
1586; and recently edited by ﬂxc.Rev.l I:Gtm' I‘I:ﬂl, %\L !:.}., ]:}SI;:
dom, 1842, suys:  “The (onfession of Bohemia, bem.g twb.-n,,
composed of four former, which wore far more “mmn{ ci 8
recited in the snme order of clmptm}'s and m'gumcilfs, :m(1 T-m]]ml
what more plainly expressed, and in the year 10{.3, pub 1: ;ﬁ(e
in divers places, was also approved by common testnrtt)fly 10 o
University of Wirtemberg; cven.as MfLsthﬁ_Luthm ‘m.(l :30
lancthon had approved the former, Publls.llcd in the yen.; :)-1.:,
being altogether the same in doctrm'e with this, as L:lt lfm Lis
Dreface witnesseth, And we called it clsmv‘h.crc thc.(.o()n essmtn
of the Waldenses, following the common title assigned unto
L5
; -clies.
ﬂl?;iec}gtilml Confession of Dasel, moro commonly known as
the Former Helvetic Confession, was writtc.n by Bullinger, My-
coniug and Grynacus in 15636, under :»ppmntmen.t of an cecle-
sinstical convention which had assembled for this DRuness wt
Bascl in the name of the different Protestant cantons .Dt Swn'&
gerland. By the same authority it was :L{'terwm‘d? ?’:Ltlﬁed\%lfl
published.. Tt was submitted to the assembly of dlv}ncs ﬂfn‘— ir-
temberg by Bueer and Capito. The year f'ollowmg_,lae.::', it
was again submitted by Ducer, accompanied with an cxposif.mn,
to the assembly of Smeleald, alnd ihpp:{)’\:l}d ]éy .the whole assom-
ars from Luther's letters to the pwiss.
bl}’q:n‘:: :ggfuvun Catechiom was first written in 1636, in Freneh,
by John Calvin for the use of the church of Gcnevix, but uftt(zll:-
wards, at the instance of the ministers of .G(GHEVi.!., 1t". was modi-
fied and enlarged, and published at Bascl in Latin, in the yenr
4
10?1‘?1.0 Gallican Confession, or the Confession of Fﬂ'mnc?, was
first presented in Trench, in the year 1549, to Francis the
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Second, King of France, at Amboise, in behalf of all the godiy
of that kingdom; again, in the year 1561, at Poissy, to Charles
the Ninth; and at length also published in Imtin hy the pastors
of the T'reneh churches, with o Preface addressed to all other
evangelical pastors, in the year 1566. .

The Confession of Seotland was first exhibited to, and allnwed
by, the three estates in Parlinment, wt Bdinburgly, in the year
1560; again ratified at the same place, and by the same autho
rity in 1567; and finully subseribed by his Majesty the King,
and his houseliold, at Holyrood Honse, January 28th, 1581,
Written originally in the Scoteh language, it wns first publish-
ed in 1568, It was subsequently translated into Latin, and
publiskied in 1612,

The principal dwuglican Confessions are the Forty-two Articles
of ¥ing Tidward VI, drawn up and adopted by a Synod con-
vened at London in the year 15562, and first published in Lon-
don and Zurich in 1553; and the Thivéy-nine Articles, the ve-
sult of a revision of the Forty-two Articles, by the Synod of
Liondon, convened by authority of Gueen Elizabeth, in the year
1562; the Inbter established by the solemn sanction of the State
aud the Chureh, being the recognized formula of faith which has
prevailed in the Church of England, and in the Protestant
LEpiscopal Church of Americn, down to the prosent day.

Tho Confession of Belgiwm was dvawn up in 1561 or 1562,
when Philip IT. was ahout introducing the inguisition into the
Netherlands for the suppression of the Roformed faith, with
the view of averting the impending perscoution. It was pub-
lished in French, in the name of all the churches of Belgium, in
the year 1556. In the yoar 1570 it was translated into the
Belgian tongue, aud in the public Synod of Belgium was ro-
peated and confirmed.

The Heidelbery or Palatinate Catechism, written in German
by Zacharing Ursinus and Cusper Olevianus, under authority
and by direction of Frederick ITI, Tlector of tho Palatinate,
was lnid before a Synod composed of representatives of the
churches of his dominions, and unanimonsly adepted, January

1563, It was published in the same year both in German and
Latin.
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The Latter Helvctic Confession was written in Latin by ng‘y
Bullinger, in 1562. At the instance of Frederick the Third,
Elector of the Palatinate, it was translated into the Germ':m
langnage, and published in 1566, in ovder to vindicute the faith
of the Reformed Churches ngainst the aspersigns of the Lu-thcr-
ans. Ttwas approved and subscribed not only by the mims‘tcrs
of Zurich, and their confedorates of Terne, Schallhauzen, Ban-
gallin, R'lxetiu, Miihlhansen and Bienne; bub :ﬂ.so by the
churches of Geneva, of Savoy, of Poland, and likewise of Hun-
gary and of Scotland. In the course of time 'it came to bo
known and regarded as the proper Swiss Confession.

Joln Sigismund, Blector of Brandenburg, 1608-1611, pro-
voked by the bitter hostility of the Lutherans o the Reformed
to examine the doctrines of the Reformed Chureh, was con-
strained to embrace the Reformed faith, and passed over from
the Tutheran to the Reformed communion formally, by cclf}-
brating the Lord's Supper according to the Reformed cultus, in
1618. 'This transition led to the preparvation of a Confussion of
Laith, which waa published in May, 1614.

The Confession of Poland i3 the Confession submitted by the
Reformed i:heuloginns to the Colloguium at Thorn, in 104:‘3, hcld_
at the instance and by the authority of Wladislaus, IV. Liug‘ot
Toland, 16321648, for the purpose of abating the fierce dis-
sensions which prevailed among the Roman Catholics, Rcformc.d
and Tutherans in his kingdom, and bore the title: “Declaratio
doctrinee ccclesinrum Reformatorum catholicee.”  If soen ac-
quired nuthority as a Confossion of the Reformed Church,
though of scecondary importanee.

The Confeasion of Fuith, and the Larger and Shorier Clate-
chisms, of the Presbyterian Chureh are the work of the West-
minster Assembly of Divines, which, in the reign of Clarles 1.,
was convened by nct of the Long Parlinment, for the purpose of
“gettling the Government and Liturgy of tho Ghm'cl.l of Ting~
land, and for vindicating and clearing of the doetring of the
gail Chureh from false aspersions and interpretations.” The
Asscmbly met in the chapel of Henry VIL, July st 1643, and
continued its sessions nearly five years, until Teb. 22d, 1648.
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Though the immedinte and specific design of the Westminster
Assembly was not accomplished, as the politieal reaction nnd
the restoration brought back with it the polity and cultus of the
Episcopal Church, yet the work it performed lns proven itself
to be of vast significance. Whilst the Westminster Confession
and Cntechisms failed to become the faith of the Church of
England, they were cordially adopted by the Reformed Church
of Seotland, and have been held as the nutheritative formularies

. of Christian doctrine in Scotland, Ireland and America, by all

branches of the Presbyteriun Church, for more than two centu-
ries. And the Directory which the Assombly prepared has
reguluted and moulded Presbyterian worship, the worship of all
the English Calvinistic Churches, and even supplanted, in great
measure, the Palatinate Liturgy in the Reformed Duteh and
German Reformed Chnrches of America.

OF these fifteen Confessions of the Reformed Church, of
which we have now given a bricf histerieal notiee, there are six
which pessess primary and general authority, being by universal
acknowledgment the true exponcnts of the Reformed fnith as

- it stood in the sixtcenth century. These are the Former and

Lntter Helvetic Confessions, the Gallican, Seoteh and Belgie
Contessions, and the Heidelbery Catechism. With these sym-
bolieal books the Confession of Faith of the Westminater Assem-
bly and the Larger Catechism take rank as authoritative expo-
nents of the faith of the Puritan Dbranch of the Reformed
Church as it prevailed in the century following. The other
Confessions hold a secondary and subordinate position; not
because they fail fo be in full harmony with those ackuowledged
authoritics, but because, owing to their form, design and local
relations, their influence was more limited and less powerful.
But we will exemine them also, in cvder to show that the Re-
formed doctrine of Buaptism was one and the same in all coun-
tries where the Tleformed Church obtained a foothold,

As the Deorces of the National Synod of the Reformed Belgic
Churches, assembled at Dort in 1618 and 1619, are limited to
the celebrated Five Doints of Culvinism,—divine predestination,
redemption by the death of Christ, natural depravity, conver-



ment is the instibnblon o URTISE IE WHIGIL Lau uiru wnngoy ves
naturnl element and the spiritual gift, are one.  They are not
identicnl.  The natural clement is not transmuted into the spi-
ritual gift; so that tho natursl element is only such in appear-
ance, and not in realify. Duat the natural clement renains
what it was bofore it was made an essential part of the saera-
ment; water continues to be reul natural water; bread and
wino continue to Lo resl, natural bread and wine. But the
spiritual gift is joined to the natural element by the power of
the Iloly Ghost; and this union of the visible natural and the
invisible spiritual in the institution, constitutes the Sacrament.
T the nbsence of cither, the Sacrament does nob exist. Were
the invisible grace not present in the administration, the natural

hy she mumster certiies the communion of Uhrist with the be-
liever to be as real as the outward eating and drinking.

The Sacrnment being the visible sign of present invisible
{;‘1':1.01'3, 1t ASSUTOS the heliever of the reality of the divine act.
The idew of sign involves the idea of seal. Were the Sacra-
n?cnt; nob n geal, ik would not be n sign.  As the sign is objee-
tive, so is the scal.  Both pertain, not to men, not o personal
experienee, but to the Person and work of Christ as connected
by the power of the Holy Ghost with the natural element.
Thus the Reformed idon of sign completes itself in thoe idea of
seal.

We have now presented, in our own langunge, tho Reformed































































