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ART. I1,—II0LY BATTISM.

T11E DPOCTRINE OF THE REFORMED CHURCH.

BY F. V. GERIART, D, I, LANCASTRR, TA.

TWe propose to institute an inquiry into the doctrine conccr;l-
ing Holy Daptism as held and tanght by ’?he Relormed Chure 1

W do not mean the Reformed Chureh of Germany, or the Ger-
man Reformed Chureh, particularly.  Nor do we mean the doc-
trinc of the entire Protestant Chureh, which wonld iucluElc Lu-
theranisn.  We intend to limit our inquivy to the Reformed
branch of Protestantism.  Within this limit, however, Wwo pro-
pose to survey the whole field; which will ombrace the Reformed
Chureh of Switzerland, of France, of Germany, of Ho]];md_, of
Belgium, of Bohemia, of Poland, of Bngland or the Anglican
Clarrel. und the Reformed Church of Scotland,; or the Prcs!)yt-
terian Churel of Seotland and Ireland, and its various subdivi-
siong in America, o

To determine shis question in a satisfrctory manner, ik is ne-
cossary to go to the most trustworthy sources of mformn%lon.
These may ho divided into three classes: 1. Ti]clworks of tho
leading theolagical Profussors and divines of the different bran-
chies of the Reformed Chureh, who are to be regarded as the
representatives of the Reformation period, and the cm:poncnts
of the Reformed faith; 2, the vavious Liturgies of the smtcenthl
and seventeenth conturics; apd 8, the numerous Confessions of
Traith and eatechisms of the Reformed Churel, .

An examinntion of oll these sources woull he necessary in
order to furnish the ovidence in full concerning the Reformed
Toetrine: but this would make a series of articles or a hook,
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instead of one article of ordinary length. We will therefore
waive, for the present at least, an examination of the first two
sources, and confine our nttention chiefly to the third, which,
taken by itself, is the most important. The Catechising and
Confessions contain the most divect and positive expression of
the Reformed faith, Though the language is hero and there
+affested and modified by reference to the errors of Romanism
on the one side, and of Rationalism, Anabaptism and Infidelity
en the other, and must in all such cases, be interpreted in the
light of the prevailing issucs, yet it is thus affected and modi-
fied in a much less degree than the writings of tlieologiansg and
divines, which are to n Inrge extens of a controversial character.
This is true especially of the doctrine of Baptism. On no doe-
trine is the language of the Catochisms and Conlessions, taken
together, more clear, consistent and unerquivocal.  And when
particular forms of expression involve a reference to queskions
of the age, it happens that the language presents na difficulty,
but is intelligible both to clergyincn and laymen; for the many
questions ab issue then concerning the nature and eflicacy of
Baptism, ave the very questions which ave nt issue now, and
with which every intelligent Christian is conversant,
The principal and most important aspeet of the question at
issue now in thoe Reformed Chureh of Americn, ineluding the

- Episcopal, Presbyterinn, Congregational, Reformed Duteh and

German Reformed Churehes, is whether Holy Baptism is the
Sacrament of Repeneration?  as Christ ordained this Sacen-
ment for the remission of sins, and the communication of & new
and spiritual life by the Holy Ghost? Ts it the act of God, in
which he translates the subject from the state of nature into
the state of grace, from the kingdom of the Devil into the king-
dom of Christ? Does a person, who is a child of the Devil
through the fall of Adam and the inheritance of original sin,
bocome, by Baptism, o member of the mystieal Lody of Christ
and thereby a child of God? These several questions are but
dilferent forms of presenting onc general question, namely :
Does Baptism take away the guilt and pollation of in und com-

municate the new life of the Spirit in Clirist Jesus?
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