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“ O fools, and slow of heart to believe all that the proph-
‘ets have spoken,” the Saviour said to his two disciples a5
“they walked on their way to Bmmaus, and were sad (Tuke
24: 13-83.): “ Qught not Christ to have suffered theso
things, and fo enter into his glory ?”
~ The “ought not ™ here may be veferred to both clauses of
the proposition, so as to mean that it was neeessary for
Christ to die and to enter into his glory, in order that he
might by his glorification carry out in full the great pur-
pose for which Le bad como into the world. Properly,
however, the necessity in question is affirmed of the firag
part of the proposition in order to the sccond, Christ
musk pass out of the world through suffering and death as
the only way in which he could enter into his glory.
" Why was this order necessary ! Why must the Re-
~“deemer of the world die, to fulfil his heavenly mission ?
. It may be answered, that the truth of the old Testament
~Scriptures required it. In no other way could they be ful-
afilled. The disciples are charged with folly, in not having
~understood and copsidered this, And 50, we are told, ¢ bo-
~ginning'at Moses, and all the prophets he expounded unto
them in all the Scriptures the things concerning himself*'
“(v. 27); as afterwards again in the midst of the eleven, we
hear him declaring (v. 44), “Theso are the words which I
spake unto you while I was yet with you, that all thinga
must be fulfilled which were written in tho faw of Moses,
‘and in the prophets, and in the paalms, coneerning me.”
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Whercupon it is added, ¢ Then opencd he their under-
standing, that they might understand the Seriptures, and

said unto them, Thus it is written, nod thus it behooved -

Christ to sufler, and to rise from the dead the third day ;
and that repentance and remission of sins should be prenlch-
ed in his name among all uations.” :
- Dut this answer, it is easy Lo soe, does nob carry us at all’
to the inward reason of the fact which it scrves to nuthen-
ticate ns right and trae.  God's revelation must of course
Le in harmouy with itself from beginuing to end. The
plan of salvation foreshadowed in propheeies and types

must agree with the plan of salvation fnlfilled finally in -
Clivist.  DBut thiz ouly brings hack upon us with new em- -

phasis and force the question hefore proposed: Why was
it nceessary that the Saviour should have his mission to

falfil in this way? Why were the Scriptures so frarued °
from the beginning as to converge throughout in this

strange sense, that Christ must suiter and dic in order that

he might enter into his glory ? aea:
The answer may be again, that in no other way could he

“malce satisfuction for tho sins of men, and thus open the -
way for their being restored to the favor of God. Tfwas.~
necessary ihat sin should be atoned for by the penalty of :

deatli ; tho whole Gospel centres in the idea of saerifice;

without the shedding of his blood Christ could not be a -
true Savieur for einners,  Therefore he bare our gins in -

his own body on the tree, that we beiug dead to sing should
live unto rightcousness.” Dybis death be became ¢ the

propitiation for the sins of the whole world,” The blood of
Josns Clirist the Son of God, we are told, ‘ clennseth us

from all sin.” ‘

Tn all this there is unulterably precious truth. Dut still
it docs not of itself at once conduct us to the last sense of
our question. Sufloring and death abstractly co.nsidcrcd
have no force, in and of themsclves, to atone for sin. We
can casily concoive of the sufferings of Chirist ]Jimsc]i" he-
ing so cireumstanced, that they would bave been ‘oi no
eflicacy whatever for this end. Ifhe had suitered, for cx-
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amplo, in some other nature aud in some other world than
‘gur own, the sacrifice must have been for us of no acecunt.

"Or what ia yet more to the purpose, if ho had in our nature

‘suflered and died in such way as to have continned afterwards
qander the power of death, it is plain that all the sorrows of
Gethsemane aud Calvary would have been powerless to
‘foke away a single sin.  'We cannot eay therefore of this
relation of Christ’a death to the * eall for blood ¥ which is
supposcd to lie in the idea of Glod’s offended justice, that
it forms of itself the final eause or absclutely last reason of
‘the law, which made it necessary for him te die in order

_that ho might be o perfoct Saviour.  Iis death made ntone-
ment for sin; just as it was an exemiplifiention also of tho
“highest morval truth for the saving benefit of men throngh

all time ; but neither of these purpeses can he eaid to have

-exbausted its intention or bounded the full scope of its ac-

tion, They ware both comprehended in a necessity of re-
ligion breader and deeper than themselves ; and with refer-
ence to this it is that the question still roturns upon us
-avith more solemnity than ever: Wiy did it behoove Christ
~—having undertaken the redemption of the world—io suf-
fer and to pass out of the world by death, in ordor that ho
‘might aceomplish his mediatorial office and worle ?

The full proper angwer lice in the form of the Savicor's

© interrogntion itself, as alroady explained. ¢ Ounght not

-Chiist to bave suffercd these things, and to enter "—that
ds, s0 ng to enter, or in order that he might enter—* into

‘his glovy.”  Itwas necessary that he should die, since only
~-in that way could he reach the gloricus consummation of
-+his mediatorial office, and become thus qualified in full to

impart life and immortality to the world.
©-The nature of this necessify will appear, if we veflect

-upon the constitution of the Redeemer's person in its rela-

tion to the present world. -
- Christianity roots itself in the mystery of the Incarnation.

By the power of that great fact it started originally, in the
-person of Christ, within the hosom of our present natural

humaun life. To redeem man, the Word became flesh,
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};nov:rn under any such form. The impossibility was both
physieal and mgral. .

.._')R{_zgnrded simply in ite nalural constitution, it was not
possiblo that the world as ¥t now stands could be a suffi-
cont theatre for the manifestation of the kin rdom and giory
of Ghist. It belongs to the very conception of nature
that it shovid exist in the form only of continual rcvolutim;
: an cl.mngc. The Tashion of the present world, in %this
< view, is always passing away. Tt subsists by a perpetusl
~process of coming and going. Mo this law of vanity man
g :lumselfiu his present life, forms no exception. As com-
px_'ehm?dcd in the gemeral eoustitution .of -nm;m'e; though
acluding in himself ot the same time the principle of a
“wholly different superior order of life, he is subject so far
_Jns.this lower relation prevails to the same conditions of
change that characterize the syslem everywhere clse.  Ilis
- physical being Lere is in no senso commensurate with his
moral or spiritual being; and nothing is more plain, than
«thal this last needs and demands for its ultimate fl;ll de-
velopment some diflerent mode of existence altogather—a
! o(]p of existenee in which while the physical ghall remain
it will be no longer as the physieal merely holding in it;
own order, as in the present world, but as the life crf? nature
afﬂ)hmated and transfigured into the life of gpirit. In such
view the present world, the mortal condition into which
men cuter Lere by hirtl only to pass out of it again by
death, could never a8 such become the seat of a truly per-
feet and glorified humanity; and it was not possible ihére-
fore, that the kingdom of God as it revealed itsclf in,Christ
for tho accomplishment of man’s redemption in this form,
could ever netualize itself in full on any steh theatre or iri
iy such sphere. Tt might begin here, nay, it was neces-
ary that it should thus come in the flesh in order to ba o
strue rcde‘mption for men born of the flesh—but it eould
‘bot keep itselfl throughout to such unequal bounds; it must
find room for itself by going beyond them, and unfolding
 honew 01'§Ier of existence answerable to its own nature,

i There is represented to ho thus, in the Sci'iptul-es, . con-

clothing itself with our naiure in the most real way. Tt
did so because the idea of redemption required more than’
any merely outward foreign heip. The help must incor.
porate itself with tho life of humanity itself, so as to work:
by this and through this for the accomplishment of its
nltimate ohject., Such was the meaning of Christ's persou,
as he stood among men in the days of his flesh. e was’
the wisdom and power of God unto salvation, in human
form. The fulness of the Godhead dwelt in him bedily-
But the very sanme mystery which makes sure to us the
real humanity of Christ, assures us also of the continual:
presence in his persun of a life higher and for more power-
ful than that of our common manhood in its present natu.’
ral form—a life supernaturnl and divine—in virtue of
which alone it was possible for bim to fulfil his mediatorial
work, so as to beeome the anthor of salvation for the world.
The incarnation means nothing except ns it is talen to in.
volve thronghout the fact of this higher nature in Chriat,
and to require at the same time the full unfolding of ifs’
resources and powers in connection with his proper ka-
manity, ng the only way in which we ein conceive of any:
such revelation as being {rue and complete. It lay thus
in the very constitution of the Redeemer's person that'is
more than simply human attributes, qualities, and powers:
—what belonged to it as the eternal Word tabernacling in
flesh—should come to saitable development and manifes:
tation. Only so could he display the fall perfection of hia:
own being ; only so could he tale possession of his king-
dom and glory ; and Snly so could he be completely quali-
fied as the prince of life, to save his people from their sing,:
and to bring them up finally from the power of the grave,:
Tor all this, however, there was no rocm, no sufficient.
theatre and platform we may say, in the existing economy
of the present world. The conditions and limitations of
our life as it holds here in the order of nature are such;
that it wns not possible for the full power and glory of
Christ’s person, and so for the full sense and purpose of bis.
misgion into the world, to come out and make themselves
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stitutional incompatibility between the present world, natu-
rally eonsidercd, and the kingdom of God.  The very idens
of this kingdom involves attributes, which suppose and -
fmply the passing away of much that is cssential to the
ntotion of the world as it now :tands. :
But the dificulty here is not simply physical, a want of -
full eongruity belween the conception of nature and the :
law®of life in Clirist Jesus; it meets us still farthor under
a moral aspeet, and only in that view indeed comes ouf :
at Iast in its whele signifieance and force. That man
should be subjeet to the gencral vanity of nature, and need
to be supernaturally redeemed from it, notwihhsmuding
his own spiritual constitution, in virtue of which it ought.
to be ancillary only to the oljeets of his higher life, is'n .
fneb which in and of itself conviets him of having fallen
from rightcousness into sin.  IIis present life, being so re-
lated to the economy of nature around him, is not normal,
s subjection to such vanity is plainly a penal curse.
Death with him is the wages of sin ; and his whole present
mortal state, accordingly, running as it docs continnally
toward thia end, and having for itself no other possible is- *
sue or ontlet, is comprebended in the terrible foreo of this
law from beginning to end. How then should it e possi-
ble for him to be redeemed in full in Lis present mortal
state ¥ Tow should he be made superior to the curse of:
his fallen life, in the very cirewmstances aud conditions
which show the power of the fall itself, as it rests upon -
him in the present world from the eradle to the grave?
The ease in this view is put by the Bible in the strong _
egl light, when the present world itsell, ns o whole, is rep. .
resented as having by reason of man's sin, fallen in some
way under the actual dominion of Salan, so as to be now
througlh Lis bad nuspices positively hostile to all righteous
ness and trutl.  ITe iz denominated the “prinee of {his "
world,” the ¢ prince of the power of the air, the spirit that
now worketh in the chilidren of disobedience,” Iie is the
“god of this world who blinds the eyes of them that be-
lievo not "—through thie cljects, relations and iuterests of

the present world of conrse—¢ lest the light of the glorions
gospel of Christ, who is the image of Glod, should shine
unto thent.”  This way of represen ting the subject is too
general, and too explicit, Lo nllow of ita being reseived into
mere metaphor,  Most clearly the Seriptures see in the
world, as it now stands, an organized power of sin, over
which Satan presides, with the purpose of defeating if pos-
sible all God's thoughts of merey toward our fallen race.
When Chriat came into the world, it was to do babtle with
this prinee of darkness and his Lkingdom in the most real
way. Bo much was signified by his personal conflict with
the Devil in the wilderness, immediately after his baptism;
a conllict which served to foreshadow the meaning of hia
whole snbsequent ministry, and which came finally to its
last seenc only when he could say : “Now is the judgment
of this world; now shall the prince of this world be east
out; and I, il 1 he lilted up, will draw all men unto me "'—
signifying, we are told, what death he should die.  TIn con-
formity with which, lis incarnation is said in another place
©to have hcen for this purpose, “ that through death he
might destroy him that had the power of death, that is, the
~ devily and deliver them who through fear of 'death woro
all their lifetime sulject to bondage.” '
It Tay thus in the very idea of man's redemplion, that i¢
could not ho completed in the form, and under the condi-
- tions of his present worldly life; for that would imyply,
- that it might co-exist with the curse from which it secls
to set him free, and Le in fact part of the very same con-
~etitution of things {Lat has grown oub of the curse, and
.+ which is pervaded and ruled throughout by the luw of sin
- and death. I our bnman life was to be redeemed at all, it
st be by its being ¢ delivered from {his present evil
world ™ (Gal. 1:4); and saeh deliverance to be real must
“be in the form of o vietory, surmounting the whole order
of the world as it now stinds, and revealing itsell as o foree
- gronter than nature, greater than sinand all the consequen-

eed of sin, under another and altogether dilferent mode of
existence,
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the fuct of his resurrection, the victorious superiority of the
law of Iife in him 1 thus agserted over the luy of sin and
death.  Without the resurrection the death could be ofno~
~account.  Itis his victory over the grave that gives signifi-
ear:za o all his sufferings, and imparts to Lis blood he
whole virtue by which it has become the propitiation for
the sins of the world,

To fulfil his mission at all then us the Redecomer of our
fullen race it was in every way ncedful that Christ shiould
suller and die, o as to rise again, and take posscssion of
his kingdom in its proper, cternally giorious form. The
problem of redemption itseif required it; and it was made
























