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Anr. L—JE3US AND THE RESURRECTION.®

“ O fools, and slow of heart to believe all that the proph-
‘ets have spoken,” the Saviour said to his two disciples a5
“they walked on their way to Bmmaus, and were sad (Tuke
24: 13-83.): “ Qught not Christ to have suffered theso
things, and fo enter into his glory ?”
~ The “ought not ™ here may be veferred to both clauses of
the proposition, so as to mean that it was neeessary for
Christ to die and to enter into his glory, in order that he
might by his glorification carry out in full the great pur-
pose for which Le bad como into the world. Properly,
however, the necessity in question is affirmed of the firag
part of the proposition in order to the sccond, Christ
musk pass out of the world through suffering and death as
the only way in which he could enter into his glory.
" Why was this order necessary ! Why must the Re-
~“deemer of the world die, to fulfil his heavenly mission ?
. It may be answered, that the truth of the old Testament
~Scriptures required it. In no other way could they be ful-
afilled. The disciples are charged with folly, in not having
~understood and copsidered this, And 50, we are told, ¢ bo-
~ginning'at Moses, and all the prophets he expounded unto
them in all the Scriptures the things concerning himself*'
“(v. 27); as afterwards again in the midst of the eleven, we
hear him declaring (v. 44), “Theso are the words which I
spake unto you while I was yet with you, that all thinga
must be fulfilled which were written in tho faw of Moses,
‘and in the prophets, and in the paalms, coneerning me.”




true Savieur for einners,  Therefore he bare our gins in -
his own body on the tree, that we beiug dead to sing should -

live unto rightcousness.” Dybis death be became ¢ the

propitiation for the sins of the whole world,” The blood of
Josus Cliist the Son of God, we are told, *cleanseth us

from all sin.”
Tn all this there is unulterably precious truth.  DBat still

it doos not of itself at onee conduch us to the last sense ol ¢

our question. Sufloring and death abstroetly considered
have no force, in and of themsclves, to atone for sin. We
can casily concoive of the sufferings of Christ himself be-
ing so cireumstanced, that they would have been of no
eflicacy whatever for this end. Ifhe had suitered, for cx-

-Christ to have suffered thesa t'h'mg;, and to enter "—that

: ?ia_, 50 a8 to enter, or in order that he might enter—* into
;%na glory.” It was nocessary that he should dic, since only
~in that way conld he reach the glorions consummation of
~:his mediatorial office, and become thus qualified in full to

mpart life and immortality to the world.

& The nature of this necessify will appear, if we veflect
-upon the eonstitution of the Redeemer's person in its rela-

tion to the present world. -
Christianity roots itself in the mystery of the Incarnation.

By the poweor of that great fact it started originally, in the
-person of Christ, within the hosom of our present natural

humaun life. To redeem man, the Word became flesh,

































