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Anr, V.—DR. NEVIN AND HIS ANTAGONISTS.

Tur Syned of the German Reformed Church, convened in
Bultimore in October last, unenimously elected tho Rev. B.
C. Wolfl, D.D., Pastor of the Third German Reformed con-
gregation of that city, to the Professorship of Theology in
the Seminary in Mercersburg. Provision has thus finally been
made to sapply the vacaney occasioned in that Institution by
the previous resignntion and retirement of its much csteemed
Inte President, the Rev. Dr. J. W. Nevin. It wns only after
n year's delay, snd then -with great reluctance, that the
Chaureh thus yielded to the earnest selicitations of one whose
cflicient services in the department which he bad filled so
leng and se well, she could, ot the present juncture, so badly
spare. The work of rapid Church extenston, prosccuted so
briskly at- this time by the German Reformed scction of the
American Protestant Church, and the great difficulty of enlist-
ing n number of zealous laborers, adequate to the annually
inereasing demands, secms to make every one of her ministers
an indispensable component of the particalar charge he serves;
50 that in ease of congregational vacancies, it is almest impos-
sible to suppply one important post without depriving another
of pastoral services as greatly needed there. The diffienlty of
supplying & vacaney in her Theologienl Seminary is greater in
proportion to the higher responsibilities of the place. It will
not be surprising, therefore, that the Church was thrown into’
groat perplexity by Dr. Nevin's withdrawal, and hesitated a
year in the hope that he might yet bo induced to return fo the
post which he had occupied so honorably for himself, nnd so
faithfully for the Church. But as he felt justified, after pro-
tracted consideration, in reiterating -his desire to be relieved,
for o season at least, from the burden of his official responsi-
bilities as Professor of Theology and President of the Semi-
nary, and renewed his formal notifiention to that effect, i was
ut length believed to be due to his personal feclings and claims
to ncquiesce in his wishes.

Dr. Nevin occupied the chair of Systematic and Pastorazl
Theology, thus vacated by his resigpation, for move than
twelve years. Ile came to it, nt the carnest call of the Ger-
man Reformed Chureh, well worn already by arduous labors
undergone in previous stations of a similar character. In his



did gay ngeinst him, none cver dreamed of charging him with
being n dronish slave to traditional systems, sometimes so
gladly seized and appropriated, to escape the annoyance of
tollsome thought, and the drudgery of disgusting penmanship

and none evor hinted or suspected that Dr. Nevin was bccoming,
obese~upon u’sinceure. : Manifestly fitted and designated by
natural endowments, for lnborious study and profound research

‘his whole life has been almost unremittodly and always in-
tensely devoted to those pursuits for which, by constitutional
predilection, he had so strongly marked o preference. In-
deed he seems for many years, 1f not during his whole life, to
have necustomed himself to double duty, This, as an c:;rly
f'r}enﬂ and classmate has reeently told us, was a characteristic
of his colleginte course alrcady.” Of the distinet nature and

circumsatances, in the faco of which alf was done, are duly cansid-
ered. T'owmen, oceupying a similer position, have encountored so
much misrepresentation in the proscention of their work, And
we know of no one, whose words and warnings, from the fivst
utterance of his protest agoinst the pernicious extravagances
of the Anxious Bench system, to his latest reprehension of
Leahey-itical nnti-popery harangues, have been so diligently
caught up and improved, and who has yet ot the same time been so
unsparingly denounced for nttering those words and warnings.
~ Nothing of all this however was suffered to deter him from
firmly maintaining his position, and elaborating lis views upon
the momentous questions at issue, until he has fully developed
his theory of the Church and her institutions, and avowed and
defended his convictions of her dangers and her duties. This






















































