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Anr, V.—DR. NEVIN AND HIS ANTAGONISTS.

Tur Syned of the German Reformed Church, convened in
Bultimore in October last, unenimously elected tho Rev. B.
C. Wolfl, D.D., Pastor of the Third German Reformed con-
gregation of that city, to the Professorship of Theology in
the Seminary in Mercersburg. Provision has thus finally been
made to sapply the vacaney occasioned in that Institution by
the previous resignntion and retirement of its much csteemed
Inte President, the Rev. Dr. J. W. Nevin. It wns only after
n year's delay, snd then -with great reluctance, that the
Chaureh thus yielded to the earnest selicitations of one whose
cflicient services in the department which he bad filled so
leng and se well, she could, ot the present juncture, so badly
spare. The work of rapid Church extenston, prosccuted so
briskly at- this time by the German Reformed scction of the
American Protestant Church, and the great difficulty of enlist-
ing n number of zealous laborers, adequate to the annually
inereasing demands, secms to make every one of her ministers
an indispensable component of the particalar charge he serves;
50 that in ease of congregational vacancies, it is almest impos-
sible to suppply one important post without depriving another
of pastoral services as greatly needed there. The diffienlty of
supplying & vacaney in her Theologienl Seminary is greater in
proportion to the higher responsibilities of the place. It will
not be surprising, therefore, that the Church was thrown into’
groat perplexity by Dr. Nevin's withdrawal, and hesitated a
year in the hope that he might yet bo induced to return fo the
post which he had occupied so honorably for himself, nnd so
faithfully for the Church. But as he felt justified, after pro-
tracted consideration, in reiterating -his desire to be relieved,
for o season at least, from the burden of his official responsi-
bilities as Professor of Theology and President of the Semi-
nary, and renewed his formal notifiention to that effect, i was
ut length believed to be due to his personal feclings and claims
to ncquiesce in his wishes.

Dr. Nevin occupied the chair of Systematic and Pastorazl
Theology, thus vacated by his resigpation, for move than
twelve years. Ile came to it, nt the carnest call of the Ger-
man Reformed Chureh, well worn already by arduous labors
undergone in previous stations of a similar character. In his
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new sphere e devoted himself to the severe and responsible
duties of his Professorship, and pesition in the Church at
Inrge, with untiring assiduity and distinguished obility. No
Theelogical Professor of this, or probably any other country,
ever labored more faithfully and more indefatigably at his posﬁ,
than he; none ever better understood, or more deeply and
solemnly realized the weight and value of the vast intercsts
depcrrldmg 80 largely upon the intelligence, picty, and fidelity
of a Theological Professor. His view of the proper extent of
his sphere of labor was far-more intelligent and just than to
suppose 1t limited by the precinets of the Seminary grounds

or the number of students actually present in the several clas.
ses of the Institution. Keenly conscious of the grent moral
mfluence with which his office naturally invested him, especially
in the Church to which ho had pledged his services, he cheerfully
recognizod the corresponding duty imposed by the possession
:Jf' such influcnce. -Ocoupying a high tower upon tho walls of
Zion, one from whose upper windows he could have on unob:
structed and comprehensive view of the wants and perils of the
city spread out beneath, it was his duty, not simply to qualify
others for being wise and fuithful watchmen, but to be one
himsell. So he ovidently believed, and few, if any, will dis-
sent from this conviction. In addition therefore to the more
immedinte dutics of his professoral office, he constantly and
conscicntionaly labored to warn the Church of what were sup-
poseil by him to be most seriously threatening dangers, and to
divect her in that course honesily believed hy Lim to be the
best and safest. Whatever else therefore his many, and in
some cases indeed apparently malignant adversaries, could or
did gay ngoinst him, none ever dreamed of charging him with
being n dronish slave to traditional systems, sometimes so
gladly seized and appropriated, to escape the annoyance of
tollsome thought, and the drudgery of disgusting penmanship

and none evor hinted or suspected that Dr. Nevin was bccoming,
obese~upon u’sinceure. : Manifestly fitted and designated by
natural ondowments, for lnborious study and profound research
‘his whole life has been almost unremittodly and always in-
tenscly devoted to those pursuits for which, by constitutional
predilection, he had so strongly marked o preference. In-
deed he seems for many years, 1f not during hiz whele life, to
have necustomed himself to double duty, This, as an c:;rly
f'r}enﬂ and classmate has reeently told us, was a (,:hn.ractcriatic
of his colleginte course alrcady.” Of the distinet nature and
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extent of his lnbors during Lis official conmnoction with the
Princeton and Western Theological Seminaries, we cannot
gpeak with certain knowledge. But it is well known, that
since the death of the lamented President Rauch, Dr. Nevin
has been sustaining the double burden of the Presidency of
both the Theological Seminary and Marshall College, and that
of tho lntter gratuitously. The amount of nectunl mental and
physical labor performed during this period, muy be partially
caleulated from the numerous and lengthy contributions of lus
pen, formerly to the weekly periodicals of the Church, and of
late more exclusively to the Mercersburg Review, the work of
such leisure moments as the stuted duties of the offices he filled
allowed him. Thesc contributions have always been upon sub-
jects of the highest theological moment, and such as were
most intimately interwoven with the practical life of the
Church. And’ it may be remerked, by the way, that by his
treatment of the various themes thus discussed, and the palpa-
ble influence which they have cxerted and are still exerting,
Dr. Nevin has most effectually quashed the indictment for
vapory idealism, and misty transcendentalism, which seversl
prosceutors have preferred against him.  On the contrary, he
geems to have thereby proven himself capable of being most
significantly, nnd, for some, most harrussingly practical, even
in the discussion of the profoundest topics. It would not be
easy, however, from what is thus known to have been mentally
and physically achieved by him, to estimate the amount. of
mentnl and moral anxiety, endured by one so conscientious in
the discharge of duty, and so heartily concerned for the true
prosperity of the Church, especially when the peculiarly trying
circumatances, in the faco of which alf was done, are duly cansid-
ered. T'owmen, oceupying a similer position, have encountored so
much misrepresentation in the proscention of their work, And
we know of no one, whose words and warnings, from the fivst
utterance of his protest agoinst the pernicious extravagances
of the Anxious Bench system, to his latest reprehension of
Leahey-itical nnti-popery harangues, have been so diligently
caught up and improved, and who has yet ot the same time been so
unsparingly denounced for nttering those words and warnings.
~ Nothing of all this however was suffered to deter him from
firmly maintaining his position, and elaborating lis views upon
the momentous questions at issue, until he has fully developed
his theory of the Church and her institutions, and avowed and
defended his convictions of her dangers and her duties. This
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done; the Church to which he has been devoting the best years
and energies of o vigorous life, hag felt that he had a right to
ask relense from at least one of the burdens resting upon him,
and to seck the privilego and comforts of a temporary retire-
ment from the more stirring and noisy arena of an officinl
theologicul life. And the circumstances under which this haa
been at length assented to, must be as grateful to the heart of
Dr. Nevin as they seem to have been annoying to some of his
more viclent oppunents. To state, or even specificnlly refer
to the various appliinces employed, for the greater part outside
of the German Reformed Churel, with the professod design
of counteracting what were supposed to be pernicious errors,
but the success of which would inevitably have brought about
Dr. Nevin's official and theological bankruptey snd ruin, could
gserve no profitable purpose, and is assuredly not to be un-
dertaken for the pleasure of the thing. Their utter failure
moreover to injure him in the estimation of the Church, would
render such a detail doubly gratuitous. Ior his own golemn
repudistion of the charges preferred against him, and his
voluntury reitoration of the pledge of faithful adherence to her
standards, always proved sufficient to assure the Church, that
notwithstanding all the gainsayings of his opponents, Dr. Nevin
stood truly rectus in ecclesia. He therefore takes with him
to his retirement the most undoubted testimony of the Church's
continued confidence and osteem, her cordinl thanks for his
pust important and sclf-denying services, and her sincere
prayers, that the Chief Shepherd may bestow upon him, in
sbundnnt measure, Ilis richest blessings. - This indeed, tem-
porally eonsidered, may be n mengre compensation for the
services rendered. But it is the best the Church ean give.
And we are confident, that in Dr. Nevin's appreciation, its
value will be above that of golden medals, or of silver plate,

The event thus noticed, and for which a justifying reason
has been so definitely assigned, because wo regard it as one of
the grievous faults of the times, that men, on whom rcst sol-
emn ordination vows, binding them for life to the public service

of the Church, often too lightly relinquish their ealling and aban--

don their work,—munifestly forms an epoei in the bistory of the
Church, within whose limits it has ocearred, and hrings us theolo-
gically and ecclesiastically to a momentary pause. The occasion
scoms therefore to furmish a fit opportunity for o calm and
candid review of the important and earnest controversy be-
tween Dr. Nevin and such antagonists as have, rather irvegu-
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larly it must be allowed, assailed him and his theory, for the
most part from beneath some overshadowing newspaper am-
buscatte, n controversy which will now most probably cease, at
lenst for a scason. The' intrinsic magnitude of the subjects
involved in this controversy invests the discussion of them with
immense interest, and renders a bricfreview appropriate. - They
form® the very foundation of all Christian faith, and constitute
the vital clements of the Church's being. For many gencra-
tions English and Americon Theology hos been well nigh all-
absorbingly engaged in the ndjustment and defence of the
leading five pomnts of more rigidly defined Calvinism. The
consideration and development of these, either positively or
negatively, have beon the great burden of almest every theo-
logical discussion, as they have been the most notable occagion
of nearly all the ecclesiasticnl dissensions by which the Prot-
estant Church has boen variously agitated for the last hundred
years. And so ardent have been these discussions and attend-
ant dissensions in which the various porties concerned have
been enlisted, from the fatalistic supralupsarian to the flattest
Arminian,that no time or place was allowed for the more gen-
eral consideration of other doctrines. However clearly there-
fore the actual condition of the Protestant Church interest, in
this country especially, indicated tho importunce of giving
attention to other subjects, subjects more nearly affecting the
actuel life and edification of the Church, the voice wrs unheard
or unheeded amid the din of zealous or anpry debate of Cal-
vinist and Pelagian, Old School and New School, Andover and
Princeton. Amid these earnest, and perhaps vastly important,
contentions for the precise form and terms of certain speculative
doctrines of the evangelical Church, the still greater necessity

- of correet apprehonsions of the fundumental faets, upon which

the very life and subsistence of the Church depend, and of
intelligent and active faith in those facts, was nt lenst measu-
rably lost sight of, or undervalued. However high our estimate
of the thoroughly tested, and most prominent tenets of orthodox
Calvinism muy be, and however hearty may bo our adherence
to them, it must yet be admitted that Christianity, or the
Christian Church, a8 a system of supernatural means, divinely
devised and developed, for the moral redemption of the world,
merits far higher regard, and far heartier devotion, For after
all, a theoretical system, and  living and life-giving cconomy
are not necessarily identical. Indeed there are many mourn-
ful illustrations at hand of their being widely sundered from
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ench othor in actual life. DBut it is far otherwise with regard
to-principles and facts' which. concern the actunl relation of
Christ to belicvers individunlly, and to the Church collectively,
and of them and the Church to each other and to Him. TIiis
otherwise with reference to the crdinances of the Church and
the divinely invested virtuo attendant upon their proper admin-
istration, especially the dispensation of the Holy Sacraments,
God’s appointed signs and seals of that grace without which
there is no salvation. And it is otherwise finally with regard
to the actual constitution of the Christian Church,—not her
outward construction, or the form of government by which her
affairs may be externally managed, and her oecasional domes-
tic difficulties' may be adjudicnted,—but, thet real internal
orgunization which constitutos the law of her life, and condi-
tions its historiez] mapifestation and growth. Here we have
themes, ‘which, like thé arteries of the human system, connecs
with the very heart’of Christinnity, themes which form the
veritable “* marrow of divinity.” _ s

This now is the immedinte character of the topics discussed
in the varions treatises of Dr. Nevin, which have given rise
to the controversy under consideration. ILaying hold of doc-
trines which had come to be comparatively neglected, aithough
they were the glory of the theological labors of the sixteenth
and seventeenth centuries, he has brought their vast impor-
tance into view once more, in o light which has amazed, and
even disturbed defenders of the faith, moving in quite another
sphere of thouglht, and comforting themselves meanwhile with
the belief that they were contending for the only opinions
worthy of a theologian's study or o Christinn’s zeal. The first
snoouncement of these seemingly new themes, appeared indeed

only to-excite n sneering smile, or was trented with contemp- -

tuous silence. . Those occupying the higher places of American
theology, and espeeinlly metropolitan editors of religious news-
papers, - felt- disposed rather to be merry at the idea that
any--thing. renlly -significant, or worthy of serious notice,
should ‘issue from the mountains of Judes, and least of all
from ‘the Zoar of the German Reformed Church. DBut the
inherent power of the traths discussed soon made itself felt,
and the persevering carnestness and pious solemnity with which
they wera advocated speedily commanded for them a hearing.
The notes proceeding from & small sceluded hamles, deeply
conccaled in the shadows of the North Mountain, in one of
the retired parts of Cwnberland Valley, extended end spread,

1858.] Dr. Nevin and hiz Antagonists. 95

until they penctrated the farthest limits of New England Puri-
tanism, and aroused the attention of Protestants and Papists,
orthodox and heterodox, both on this and on the other side of
the great deep. It may therefore assuredly be assumed, that
discussions involving the trentment of sucl subjects, and con-
straining such general consideration, must ha intrinsicully en-
titled to some special notice of the manner in which they have
been conducted, and the reaults thus far reached. g
But the consideration which, in the present csse, is para-
mount to every other motive for the volunteering of thia re-
view, is derived from the intimate official relation sustained by
Dr. Novin to the German Reformed Church, during the whole
course of this controversy, and his close identification with the
Colleginte Institution with which the Association, responsible
for the character of this Quarterly, is filially connected. In
view of the highly important and responsible position le oceu-
pied, as President of the Theological Seminary of that Chureh,
the Church has been held answerable for'the influence of his
teachings, and the character of his productions. At leust it
has been assumed os the Chwreh’s duty to preserve her own
fountaing pure and unsdulterated by  commixture with perni-
cious error, and also sceure the Profestant evangelical interest
at Jorge against boing overrun by poisonous streams. Those
Christian denominations especinlly, with which the German
Reformed Church is mere closely allied by ecclesiastical cor-
respondence, have held that Church under particular obligations
to this effect. We have no disposition to dispute the justice of
this expectation. Unquestionably the German Reformed
Church 18 bound, by & most solemn moral guaranty, to the
Evangelical Protestant Church of the land, and indeed to the
Holy Catholic Church in the world, to maintain inviolate the
sacred treasure of truth with which she belioves herself, and is
acknowledged by others, to be entrusted. By the holiest obli-
gations is she pledged not to permit the acknowledged founda-
tions of her fuith to be moved or altered, nor to connive at the
agitation and edvoency of theeries and opinions, the legitimate
effeot of which would be to undormine and to subvert those
foundations. And noconsiderations of strong personnl regard,
or of heavy claims for past services, would be sufficient to
acquit her of the charge of denominational perjury and deccit,
if she could be convicted of such connivance. Huas she then
given just reason to fear thet he has been unfaithful to her
solemn trust? Tas she so connived at crror taught, and



this review, m which we think it will be made manifest, that
the Chureh had no good reason to sustain the charges preferred
against Dr. Novin, but the very best assurance of his theolo-
gicnl orthodoxy end ecclesiastical integrity, .and that she ig
. Sherefore not chargeable with  a:-breach of trust, in refaining
his services to the :last, and finally furnishing him with ee
strong.a-token of her confidence and regard as he takes with
him to his retirement.

Retrospectively considered, the various charges brought
agninst Dr. Nevin in the course of this seven year's war, as it
hng been fitly tormed, arrange themselves into two distinet
clusses, viz. : first, charges of specific heresies, and secondly,
charges of a general betrayal of  Protestantism and a zealous
though cunningly cloaked. vindication of Popery. We ghall

yeors npgo, at the Synod ol York. 1t wos professedly based
upon sentimenta deteoted in the translation of Dr. Schaff’s
Principle of Protestantism, and their endorsement by Dr.
Nevin, That able and interesting Tract, published origimally -
by the reguest and with the approbation of the Synod, was
nceused of teaching and defending the error set forth in the
above charge, “of asserting that Seriptaro may, under some
ciroumstances, be undervalned in favor of human addition and-
tradition,” and the specinl attention of the Synod was chal-
lenged in the case. A full nnd fuir discussion was accordingly
allowed to tuke place. To this discussion fur grenter latitude
was granted than could have been asked or expeeted for o
prosecution sprung upon the Synoed with such flagrang irregu-
larity. Ultimagely the lendor of the opposition, Dr. Borg,
finding himself siuking in the pit dug so deep for the Mercers-
‘ 7













































