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not yet become genernl, and it is diffcult to see how they ean
be made to appear to be of this character, until the other side
of the Christian Clhurch comes to endorse them as such.

The Quarterly with the Review looks, hopes, and prays for
a highor position than the Church has yot reached, when thera
shall gonfessedly be one shepherd and one fold, one Lord, one
faith, and one baptism ; and hases its confidence in the memo-
rable prayer of Clrist, that his people may be one, as he and
the Futher arc ane. What is impossible with man, and impracti-
cable in the ordinary cowrse of human affairs, is possible with
Gad, and practicuble in his Church, where Christ lives and the
Holy Ghost is shed abroad.

Anz, IL—PAROCHIAL, OR CHRISTIAN SCIOOLS.

& ¥e fathers, provoke not your children lo wrath @ but bring them up in the nur-

dure and admonition of the Lord," Eph. 6: 4,%
Tousk words furnish the foundation, and the leading thoughts,
required in the present Article. We are hero tonught that
childven are. to be “brought up” religiously—that this is to
be done by the combined use of two kinds of means, nurture
and admonition, or diseipline—that this duty rests upon their
parents—and that it is to be done in the Lord.

These are precisely the ideas that lic ot the foundation of
thet system of religious fraining known under the name of
Parochial Schools. In those countrics where the State vecog-
nizes only one denomination of Christians, a certain district is
assigned to a congregation as its limits; this district is . called
2 Parigh ; and the school, under the direction and supervision
of that congregation, for the instruction of all the childron in
that Parish, is ealled n Parochial School. We retain this
name, With us it means a school in a congregution, and under
its oversight, for the instruetion of all the children in the
Tamilies of that eongrogation ; and all such others as may desire
to embrace the advantages there afforded. It reguives that the
Bible be read and explained; that the Catochism be used os a
form of doctrine; that prayer and singing be leard and
taught, and that a religious life be cultivaied in the hearts of
the children in connection with the development of their minds.

*# The nbove erticle a the substance of n sermon delivered by appointment.

nt the meeting of the Synod of the Germnn Reformed Chureli, in Oeteber Inst,
in the eity of Baltimore, Tt s now published by request of that body.



24 Parochial, or C'hristian Sehools, [Janunry,

It demunds that the teacher be pious, and that he labor with,
end under the-direction of the Pastor; and that to instruction,
be added a°>wise -and Christian administration of digeipline, In
this'way ‘the school becomes a Church School, it secures to the
children’a training in the Lord—a truining which includes the
,two elements of nwiure and admonition.

. The word-nurture has a sense of its own, which we will do
well to fix definitely in our minds. It is not to be taken as
synonymous with the goemeral terms, training, iustruetin g
teaching or educating. Its menning lies benecath these; in
other words, these are the fruits or cffects of nurtwre. The
word nurture designates that which the mother is to the infant—
the medimm source of its lifo—the cause of its growth toward
perfoction. The word educate, and its kindred torms, desig-
nates o mere drawing out of what is alveady athand. Eduea-
tion i & training and trimming of branches, nurture is a foed-
ing of the roots. "~ Tha word education is not used in the Serip-
ture, evidently because the Scriptural view of our nature does
not allow the ides that we can become what we ought to he by
o mere drawing out, or edueating, of what is in us.

- Nurtwre precedes in order, education or training. As the
germ of the vine is nourished in the bosom of the carth and
nurtured out of it, before it can have the training hand applied
to it, so tho life of nurture is moulding the infant being before
it is sufficiently aware of an outward world to he affectod by its
rensons and ity regulations, in such o way as is involved in” the
iden of education.  Hence nurture includes those more hidden,
end more delicate nppliances which exert so great an influence
on the infant being, without its own will, knowledge, or co-ope-
ration. * Nurture is to the child what the warmth, the moisture
and -the fat of the earth are to the roots of the infant plant—
what the light and love of the mother's eyes, the warmth and
nourishment of the mother's bosom are to'the unconscious babo
whiuhhis there—nnd is there gladly, but knows not, and earcs
nobwhy, s i G

2 'Accg_:-dingv to -the true'scnse of -nurture, childven are to he
nourished #n the Lord, not educated intoe Him. As plants are
nurtured in the'ground and from it, so children are to be nur-
tured’in the Lord and from him,

Doces the Scripture allow us to regard our children as in the
Lord?. If we are Christinns—yes. The covenant and promise
bestowed - upon -parents included their seed. If one of the
perents is o believer then are the children holy, says the
apostle. By baptism they are planted togother in the likencss
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of the Saviow’s death, that in that position they may rise n
the likeness of His resurrection. Those who are baptised into
Cluist Lave put on Christ.. Those who are baptized are repre-
sented as in the same position ag Neak was in the ark—saved,
if they go not out of 1t. Theso in covenant arosaved if they
brealk not out of it. To be nurtured in covenant is to be nur- .
tured in Him. Hence we find that the Seriptures always speak
of those that are covenanted in Baptism as His people, asin a
gracious position and state, oy children and heirs. They are
always addressed as such: You are my people, forsake me
not—you havo o God, scck not other gods—you have promises
and hopes, cast them not away. )

Children in the Church arc ropresented as pi:mted"m the
honge of the Lord, where they are to “ grow in grace,” being
nurtured into the full stature of men in Christ, by the resources
which the Chureh furnishes. In short the nurture of the
Church is to be to tho spiritual part of the child, in all its wants,
what the nurture of the mother is to the Infant in o physical
point of view. . o

Nurture implies the evolution of the whole betny @n & unifornm
way. Jdueation may reler to the development of some onc
part of the being, in some one department of knowledge ; but
nurture is that deeper leaven, which leavens the whole, or that
decper lifo of the mustard sced, which causes all its roots, 1ts
branches, its loaves, blossoms and fruit, to appesr their
season, and in their plulcc, not in monstrous distortion, but in
beautiful proportion and symmetry. .

It can 1bepsl1c1'vm, fromyt?he history of Education, that the
idea of education in the form of murture was never understood
except by the Church; and that it can never be. carried out,
but by the Church. As it is impossible, however, in the short
spaco of time allowed for this diseourse fo treat the subject
historieally, we must attempt to illustrate the point in a shorter
wny: By reviewing different systems of Education without
any reference to tho time of their existence. We shallsce that
no system ever yet reached sthe idea involved in nurture in the
Christion sense of that term. Tt will bo seen that all these
sysbems were partial, one-sided, fragmentery—a mere putward
danbing or patching,—a mere trimming of branches, and gen-
erally the frimming of one branch to the entive negloct of all
the vest. They make their man ag did the ancient Egypbmn
sculptors, among whom making heads, arms, logs, hodics was
cach o sepavate busiiess, separately curried on, by scparate
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persons—the man was afterwards joined together out of all
these ‘separate parts. There was no nurture needed there.
Inlike manner the Christian iden of nurture can have no place
in a system of cducation which proposes to male the real man
by ‘o similar aggregation of parts, made o order in separate
ploces, and by different hands.
I. Let us glance at whoet we will call the Pagan System.
All pagan systems may be characterized In general, as

making the spiritual, and the etornal, subordinate to the bodily
or  the earthly—or, as was often the case, leaving that side
entirely out of view. The body must be trained for war, the
goul for the state. What they taught of the gods, of immor-
tality, and the future life, wos, for the most part, because it
was belioved that these ddeas furnished useful checks upon the
minds of citizens, and contributed towards making them better
citizens.,, Eloquence was studied to move the populace to
attachment to the State : poetry and history to recount the hieroic
traditions ‘of their ancestors, to inspire love of country. All
centered in the State.  Shooting the bow, launching the javelin
and all kinds of athletic .exercises, caloulated fo make the
physical system export for war, stood prominent in their views
of education.  All was adapted to make'them hard and heroie.
- No training whick would exert a softing or refining influence
was allowed.  The Egyptians, for instance, regarded Music as
a uscless, dangerons and mean diversion. PEilip, the Maco-
donian, snid to his son Alexander, who sung with skill at a
feast: ¢ Are you not ashamed to sing so well.”  The Romans
treated music with contompt. The Grecks, ameng whom it
received most favor, found at last that it cumbincd,nwith danc-
ing and the stage, to ruin the State.

. “In QCarthage” says Rollin, ¢ the study and knowledge of
youth were for the most part confined to writing, arithmetic
book-keeping, and the buying and selling of good?s ; in o word,
to. Whatevor relnted to tralfic.” They were trained to do
hup;gqg_s,;:md;mgke money., The Persinng, Cretans, and Lince-
demonians :did’ not entrust the oducation of children to their
poronts ; even the divine order of the family was broken in
upon, that the State might trein them for its own ends.  Their
aim wag, ¢ To form’ the soldier and the citizon.”” Parental
responsibility as well as filinl duty were in effect abrognted.
Lycurgus, ‘“regarded children as belonging more properly to
the State -than to their parents, and wished that patriotism
should be still more carefully cherished in their breasts than
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flial affection.” Ifis great maxim was: “ Children belong to
the State, their education ought to be directed by the State,
and the vicws and interests of the State ought in 1t alone to be
considered.” In this system of education the children wore
detatehed from the families to which they belonged, and gathered
together in public establishments, where they were entirely
under the care of teachers appointed by the State. .

Here there is a conflict between the family and the State.
Tnstead of being citizens of the State 7 the family, thoy are
made citizens of the State put of the family, The family is in
the State, but is at the same time ignored, and its educating
influences declared dangerons. According to the divine order
the Stateis not constituted of individuals out of families, but
of individunls in families—as the family produces individuals
for the State, 8o it is also to edueate them for citizenship. In
religion filinl love and patriotism arc not in conflict with each
othior, but in harmouy. The best ehild will make the best
citizen.

We see that in ] these pugon ideas, man's immortal nature
ia left out of view, or at lenstmade subordinate. Barth exeludes
leaven. Time excludes cternity. The body ignores the soul.
"Tho State abolishes both the Church and the family, instead of
forming with thom, asis done in the divine order, the great
triad, n which all the help, hope, and harmony of carth are
bound up.

In this system man is educated in part, but not purtured as
a whole.

TI. Mho idea of nurture is not reached in another system of
education which I will eall the infidel system. -

While the system to which we have alluded, under the
previous head, proposes to educate the natural man for natural
ends, this proposes to cultivate the natural man, as a natural
man, for ends higher and better than nature. The systcm to
which we allude proposes merely to cultivate nature by fellow-
ing nature. It leaves the doctring of human depravity entirely
out of .view. It regards human nature as needing, nof rono-
vation, but simply reformation ; it supposes it to he good in its
roots, and that it needs education only to draw it out and make
it bettor. It is not the nurtwre of a new life of graco in the
soul, starting from Christ in baptism, but 5t 18 the education of
nature sterting in natwre.  That which is to be educated is not
the being which is born of water and the Spirit, but it is that
which is born of the flesh and which is flesh; and which, when
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educated, will be flesh and nature still, which howover refined,
cunnot inherit the kingdom of God.

_"This system, hud, .if not as its father, yet as its master
expounder, the celebrated Rousscau. He sets out with the
proposition : ¢ Qur business in bringing up children should be,
to second and to call forth petwre.” We must bhe careful,
according to this system, in no way to forestal or mislead
nature.  All we dare do is vory gently te stimulate nature to
develop itself. We must nurture nafure, and train up the
child, not in the way wo think it should go, but in the way it
will go. ~ Listen again to theoracle on education: “ With great
care prevent the child from forming any hobits whatever.
Prepare him for the onjoyment of liberty, by proserving to
him 'the "exercise 'of his natural ahilities, unfettered by any
artificinl “habits.” Suppose we should treat the trees in our
nurgeries thugl” ¢ Sacrifico not the present happiness of your
child for the'sake’ of uny distant ndvantage.”  "That is, sulject
him to no" diseipline; nature must be free! ¢ Bo not over-
anxious to guard him agninst natural evil. Seek not to impress
him with ideas of duty or obligation.” That would be to
restrain, or at least to tax his liberty, e must grow up free
liko & weed, ; all you have to dois to work nowishment into
the seil. A Iuxuriant monster it would malie !

Hear again: ¢ From the hour of his birth till twelve years
of age the cducation of Emulus must be purely negative.
Could wo bring him up healthy and robust, and entirely igno-
rant till that age, the eyes of his understanding would then be
open to any lesson : free from the influence of Lhabit and preju-
dice, his . passions would not then oppose us; and we might
render him -the wisest and most virtuous of men. If we can
but loge 'time;'if we can but advance without receiving any
impressions whatover, our gaing arc unspeakable.” *

" All'this, ‘in‘the form ‘in-which it-is presented by Rousseau,
geems not only profune; but nonsensical and ridiculons; but
loolcclosely, and you will find that this very system, in substance,

» % ¢ Perhops, fu the midst.of saciety, it may bo dificult to bring up our pupil
without giving him pome idea of the relations between mon ond man, and of
tl;s{nl;{:‘:-:'a’lity of‘”humnn actions.  Let that, however, be deferrcd as long as
¥ There are various menns to be used to keep the ¢hild’s mind free fram the
iden that one thing is right and nnother wrong. Oneis this: If the child
seos one angry, we should tell kim that e wans nffegted with o fit of sudden
illness. This will prevent thoe unlinppy offeete of theexnmple.”

t The first mornl notions that should be communicated te tho child are those
of property.”
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has Dbeen baptized into the Christinn name, and reigns under
Christion patronage.  What else.is the educational system of
Unitarions, but an attempt at edueating nature into grace. In
their system, grace is not a basis to educate from laid in
baptism, bt grace is something to be attained to by educa-
tion—tho beginning is nature, the ond roached is grace. A
plant without a soil. Education is n Jeading forth of nature ;
if not of nature, then of nothing ; for aecording to thelr view
buptism does not lay a busis of grace in the infant henrt.
May we not say, inrefutation of thisidea, that whicl: is cducated
of the flesh, is flegh.

Could Rousseau’s idon of keeping the child negntive up to
twelve yoars, be realized, what could better suit the Baptist's
system? Ho believes in no grace given in Baptism which
warrants the parent in believing that his child may, from that
point on, be nurtured in a real divine life, so that ne technical
exporience, or sudden violent transition, is afterward needed
to constitute him a Christian. ~ He does not believe that God
Lns made such provision in His system of - grace, that a_child
may e insertod in grace, and may be brought up in the Lord’s
nurture. He does not beliove that the ehild has gracious life,
how can he nurture it? The beginning of that life which is to
be nurtured, only begins in the conscious faith of the adult.
Whot then is ho cducating or nurturing in his child, if he
oducates anything? What but nature? for nothing else is
there, according to his own confession! If thero is nothing
there to educate, and he cducates nothing, then it is his policy
to soo that tho child is kept negative. He cannot train the
good in him—he cannot train grace for there is no basis of
grace thore. Ilo dare not with the Unitarian, frain nature,
for he believes that to be depraved ! and that would only make
the case worse | What cun le do that is consistont, but adopt
the very language of the master of the infidel system, A With
great care prevent the child from forming any haobits what-
gver—acek not to teach him ideas of duty or obligation, for
whatsoover is not of faith is sin—teach him not to pray, for
he has not yet exercised faith, and is therefore unregenerate,
and the prayers of such are abomination to God—bring him
up healthy and robust and entirely ignorant—his mind must
be kept puroly negative; for all the progress he makes, s but
an evelution of his depraved nature, and an increase of his
sinfulness !” Such, without caricature, is this infidel system
when sct to work under Christian patronage. They begin to
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exhausted. . There 38 little to" attract them, when they look
upon the rénewnl of scenes through which many of them have
passed.” They look about' them with a sigh, to nskif possibly
there is'no better'way, ‘and some, are ready o find that better
wayin.a change of their religion. *. Nothing different from this
ought to'have, been expected.” "No nation can long thrive by a
spirit-of 'conguest’; \no more van a church. Therc must be an
internal growth, that is made by hely industry, in the common
walks of life 'and duty.® ‘

This system is mere education, not nurture. In so far as it
even secms to be nurture it is nurture #» nature, and of nature,
instead of nurture in the Lord. Besides, it excludes entirely
one side of education : itadmits of no * admondtion ”"—restraing

# Dr. Bushnel! on Christing Nurture,
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something to be believed, than spmothing to be known. That
intellect should how to faith is, of course, all right; but intel-
lect should not be ignored by faith. The Roman Church we
believe does not full justice to the inteliectual side of its mem-
bers. In this way it dees,—though perhaps not intentionally—
give some appearance of reasen for chargmg them with holding
the motto that, * Ignorance is tho mother of devotion.” For
some reason or.other, there is not, in that communion, a zeal
for the intellectunl elovation of the masses, such as we believe
the best interests of their religious life demand.

In the Greek, and other oriental Churches, this want of
attention to the intellectual side of man prevails in a oree,
and o wider form. What the masses there are taught, i3 for
the most part 2 mere by-rote knowledge, and lies in the mind

































