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ArT, VIIL-THE PRESBYTERIAN THEORY OF OBRISTIAN
BAPTISM.

I the October number of tha Presbyterian Quarterly and
Princeton Review, there is an nrticle on Infant Buptism which
professes to set forth- the Presbyterian theory on this subjeet,
and it is endorsed us such by the editors of the Review in the

following words: * We are quite clear thué the main positions

tuken by Mr. White” (the author of the article), ** are in necord
with our stundards, when their meaning is fairly elicited by a
comparison of their various parts, and that these in turn arein
accord with the Seriptures.”

. We will first give the theory and then make some criticisma
upon it,

1. Baptism is the afficial initiatory rite of the visible Church.
Thisis the first point, The writer distinguishes this character
of the sacrament from (a) that public confession of Christ before
men that our Lord so pointedly commands, cnd (8) from the
*“ door,*” whick he erroneously mokes synonymous with entering
the Chureh. : , )

2. Baptism symbolizes, and thus haa itmplied reference to,
thot radical change in the soul that we commonly call #regen-
eration.” This propesition the writer fortifies by a number of
Scripture peesages. John iii. 5; Actsii. 88; Rom. vi. 8,4,
Gal. il 27; Col. ii, 12; Col. iii, 1; Tit. iii. 5. '

8. Baptism, as a sacrament, is an instrument and medinm,
through which the Holy Ghost conveys to those by whom it is
worthily received, spiritunl grace. g

That Beptiem is such an instrument and medium of the Holy
Ghost, the writer suys, is to be inferred from the frequent con-
nection in the Scriptures of the ideas of baptism with water and
with the Spirit. The references nre Mutt. iit. 11; Aoctsii. 34,
Acts xix. 5,6; 1 Cor. xii. 13. e adds: That grace of some
sort is sonveyed to these who worthily receive baptism iz denied
only by those, who hold the very lowest view of the sacraments,

- gymbolizes regeneration, but presumptive regeneration is all thlq'_t:.,
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Then follows o quotation from Hedge's Theology, Vol. IIL p. ..

589 to the following cffect: * Boptism is I:ml'. ouly a eighand:;
seal, itis also o means of grace, because in it the blessings
which it signifies are conveyed, and the promises of which it is".
the seal are assured or fulfilled to those who are baptized, pro-:
vided they believe. Unless the recipient of this sacrament be
insincere, baptism is an act of faith, it is an act in which and
by which he receives and-appropriates the offered benefits of :.
the redemption of Christ.” _ ‘
In thenext place, the writer gives us the|* conditions in the
recipient prerequisite to the administratien| of baptism, w'hict;i—;
are the following : ' '
1. Membership in the visible Church.
2, Presumptive Hegeneration.
8. Capability of receiving spiritual grace o
The first condition as spplicable to infauts is established by
numerous references ta the Old Testament and the New, i
In regard to the second, hesaya: © Baptisin, as we have seen,

-

we can predicate of any candidate, whether gld or young,” and:
then goes on to show, that  the regeneration of infunts is poisi=~
ble,” that ¢ this morsl change wrought by the Holy Ghoat
possible in the case of children of believers, and that Scriptm{é*-
expressions encourage us to expeetit.” ¢ 33“1101‘.—5' in the Chureh
fuvor the belief, that the children of believers are to he pre--
sumed to be regenerate till the coutrary appears” ¢ All"
churches that buptize infants do so upon the ground thet they:
may be regenerated in infuncy.” ) R

-~ The third conditien follows from admitting the second ; for i
infants are capeble of being regencrated, as| implying o mordl":

change, then they must be capable of receiving spiritual grace, :

We quote here as highly significant the fu}-ther- comments o
the editor of the Preshyterian Review on thig article. ook

““We deem the doctrinal aspect of the subject important; be:
ciuse of its proetienl bearings upon Chridtian nurture:
training. In our view God's covenunt TO|IE A GoOD' ootz

children, and the consequent nnnexation of the sacramental



















