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tion, more living and growing more dircetly out of ‘the ‘hosom of
. religious “feeling itself, has taken the place completely of the
-old mechanical theory. For this very renson the later theology,
of which the art is to be a distingwishing ornaiment, shows itself:
- gpecially adapled to promole practical exegesisin the right form ;
os this 15°suited also to ghow, that by the overthrow of that old
contracted view nothing is lost in the use to be derived from (he
~ Seriplures, but rather a great deal gnined. Tn a still ligher nndl
ficher sense - than-before, will the Bible by this means rerain,
in the face of all sorts of worldly culture, and outlivimy the
whole,'the Book of Tuife. Men will no longer seelc to find in it
+ the solution of questions that pertain only to the inlerest of
scitnee in its different spheres, or that go quite Leyond the range
of human knowledge,' hut will use it as the orucle for all that is
* necessnry for man’s salvation, for all the relations of life as they
should be ordered in reference o its eternal scope.  And'for
such right use 6f the Bible always ‘practicol exegesis must still
ghow the way.
IR Translated by .J. V. N.

- MODERN CIVILIZATION.

Protestantism and_Catholicity compared in their cffeets on-the
- Oivilization of Burope. Written in Spanish by tlie Rev. J.
: Barams. Translated from the French. Ballimore: Pub-
lished by-John Murpliy & Co. Pittsburg : George Quigley,

- 1831, Bvo. pp. 514. . S
A vrnv interesting and able work 3 wrilten by o devoted Ro-
‘man Catholic ; but none the less worthy for this'reason of being
diligently read and considered by all intelligent and carnest
mided - Protestonts: It is the bonst of Prolestantism, we all
knaw, to seek the liglt, to shrink from no inquiry,to encourage
the most nnbounded intellectunl and Teligious freedom, to be
‘ready to listen at least even to an etemy’s vice speaking in the
- name of reason, and not to refuse instruction from whatever
‘quarter’ the smallest measure of it can be drawn. The only
regret would seem o be with' a eertain class of its. charmpions

——

"R ) Epeey spflarev, curiously praying into the secrets of the invisible
world, Col. ii: 18. .
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onings be examined and understood, and not set aside with the
_wholesale Rippaney of common schoolboy learning, Let ils ar-
gument be honorably and honestly metand shorn of its strength,
~nol turned into mountehank caricalure merely, misrepresented
~and abused. Then in truth shall we have a victory, worthy. of
something more than bonfires and craclers, Nothing will be
lost, but much gained, for the Protestant interest, by a trinl of
its merits thus ending in its own more full and tonspicuous vin-
dication. It is not by having nothing to wilhstand and surmount,
but by fucing rather and overcoming the most powerful opposi-
tion, that o good cause is shown to be worthy of confidence and
trust. It is when the floods come and the winds blow, that the
house on the rock is proved to be better than that whose foun-

< dation is only in the sand.’

The warlc before us, we sny, deserves the atlention of intelli-
‘gent, Protestants, viewed merely in its polemical relations towards
the system with which they are identified in opposition to the
Church of Rome; for it isa respectable, dignified and truly
lenmed challenge in this view, which furnishes fair and fit ecca-
aian ot lenst, (not lgss perhaps than even the celebrated Sym-
bolik” of the German Méhler,) for revising and resetlling if'- pos-
sible still more firmly than hefore the argument foy the Reforma-

- tion.  But we should not do Justice either to the book or to our-

¢

! Some, we know, aflect to deride the idea of any-such really trying force

in any shnpe, on the side of the Roman Church. They will have it, that

-alt its artilfery is made up of fools’® bells and ehildren's ridtles. To such
we commend the following caution; which we are glad to find laiely in the

Neav Yorks Olsereer:—+ It is quite fashionalle to sneer at Cathalics as, on
“the whote, rather contemptible antagonists. Tliey may have learning, it is

y may have eloguence, but it

-1ends 10 declamation.  They may have art, but (he cunning is too transpa-

renty 1o be tried before an American communily. Those who reason thus,
do nat know (he resourees which Rome Possesses, and can create in men.
They enght nat to judge of all Romanist archbishops, by John of New

» ar certainly there are men in training to come

dene in England. The power of eloguence,and le
not yet been exhausted in the service of that te
wondraus device of the wicked one; and Protestan
it, that there shall be men

arning, and sanctity, has
rrible organization, that
ts are called on to see to
as learned, as accomplished, and more truly

* Christian, iu training, 1o cope with the emissaries from Rome. Letus take

warning in time. Ttis mot by declamation,
sinewy argument for the comman mind, that this foe is 1o be effectually
overeame; but learning, and eloquence, and taste, and piely combined,
must be formed and sustained by Pratestant institstions of the highest and

nor by contempt, nor even by

- mast thorough character—or we shall soffer for gur neglecy,"
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selves, if we shrunlofrom acknowledging that ils clnimste the'in-
tercst of Prolesinnts, in our eyes, go much-beyond such merely,
incidental andrcomparatively indirectuse. To nlarge extent, we
look-upon it as a noble and mnsterly apology for the cause of
Christinnity itself, over against the radical and infidel tendencies
of tho age, which under the'pluusibie cover of hostility to Rome
and zeal for freedom, are directed in truth against the whele
mystery of Christand his Church, and would if it wers possible
sweep it entirely from the face of the earth. Thereis a certain
style of Protestantism, we know, though -certainly a very bad
style of it, which is ready at ouce lo place itsell” in the wrong
here, by confounding such an apalogy for the Chiistian Church
with an apology-for'Romanism as it now stands, and go planting
itself in opposition to it ou the same ground substantially with
the antichristinn intercst against which directly the defence i3
directed ; “ns though jt-were better in this case lo make common
‘cnuse for the time wilh-infidelily self, than to be found in any
sort of juxtwposition with Rome.  With -this way of thinking
we of course have no sympathy ; neitherare we willing for one
moment to allow, that the main body of the cruse so_cloquently
set forth in the argument of the lenmed and pious Balines be-
longs to Romanism only, and not to Protestantism ; for that
would be tantamount in cur mind *to a surrendry of this last in-
terest altogether, as something in no sort_compichended in the

past Life of the Church and the glorious fountain from which it -

springs. 'T'he moretrophies and crowns of honor the Church
of former ages+can be shown to have won in Lhe service of her
adorable Head, the more tokens . her history can be brought to
furnish of his.powerful presence in her midst, the more will wo
be pleased and rejoice, Protesinnt though we be ; and we shall
not suffer our satisfaction fo be taken from us certainly, just be-
cause Romanism, as in the present cose, may be active in pro-
claiming the distinction, and wonld fain turn itexclusively to ifs
-own eredit. Looking at the matler in this way, we know no

good reason why the book before us should not be welcome 1o

DProtestants, as a geneval apology for Christinnity, fell as much
as to Romanists. - , ' C

We should be glad indeed to have it widely siudied, for the
very reason fhat it scems to us admirably adapied to expose and
counteract those false views of the past history of the Church,

to which we have already referred as teo often usurping the Pro-

testant name, and cousing it to appear in bad connection with
apen unbelief. It belongs to the churacter of this Pzeudo-prot-

ealontisin, to make the chasm as wide and decp as possible, he-

¥
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tween the (ime since the Reformation nnd the time that went

befora. It takes a pleasure in finding all wrong and false in the

one direction, in order to have the niore reason for glarifying all
ag right and true in the ather.  The reign'6f Christ, in its r?ycs :
tool a new start with Luther, afterhaving been (lrouah ten long
eenturics overwhelmed almest entirely by the rcigﬁ:-of Satan.
There were no doubt all along- a few witnesses for the trth here
and there in places out of the way ; but the great body of the so
ealled cluistinn world, the nominal ‘succession of the wniversnl

N
- chistian name, hiad become hopelessty corrupt, wedded and sold

to the power of all sorls of “error; so that the only wonder is
that it should have been able (o hold together at all, to leeep 111;
Jits own organization, through so vast-a fract of time. -But this
simply shows, how un infernal pelicy had got possession of the
‘ws_lb_l? church for its-own ends. The whole was indecd " the
Devil's master-Dicee, a “wondrous device of the Wicked Oue, to
enslave the nations and leadd them captive at his will. Tt was
indeed sufliciently irrational and nbsurd, ns well ns monstrously
profine, aud at the same time so boldly and impudently arrogant
It il& pretensions, jutling its foot-on the neck of kings, that we
may well beastonished at the long and wide suceess (?1"“5 ll‘=ul':
pations 5 but the time was dark ‘and the mind of the world huu’-
ripe 3 and all pains wers taken by the usurping power lo per-
petuate the darkness, nay to make it always more black nnd
;deqp, ag a favorable covering for its nefarious purjoses ondl plans,
There was o systematic effort made to extinguish the lght of
the Bible, and o bind the human mind in chnins of iglm?mwe

.and superstition,  All free inquiry was thiscouraged, and the

rights of privale judgment trampled under'foot. 'The doctrine
and discipline of the Cliurch, in the hands of a licentions ambi-

]lmus priesthood, became bioth together a plinnt contrivance mere-
) ]y, for the advancement of high hauded spiritual tyranny in one
direction and the most abject bifnd obedience and handuge in.

another. . Thus the presence of the Chnreh -y like a fatal

incubus, throughout Turope, on all upwand tendencies in 1he

moral ond soci ' ;
7 ocial system, not for one century only, but for a

.W!liJ[E drenry millenfum of venrs.  "The nations were struclk ng
with dendly puralysis, and had no power over their own linbs.

All pelitieal institutions were hindered in their natural” growth.

‘Letters lunguished.  Morals and manners mn perfecily wild, [t

was one age of darkness always only followed by anoiher. Mo

“lmagine any real progress in such cireumstances is out of the ques-

tlo_z};'llm most that can be allowed is, that the uleer of ilie times
might have been gradually ripening towards such bad extremity,
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s was needed to cnll out the latent powers of soeiety finally in
the way. of protest and redress. It would be a relief, only to be
sure that history stood still.  But it is not of the nature of the
world’s life to remain thus stntionary for o thousand years, Not
to move forwards, is asa general liw to move in the contrary
dirgction ; and it wonld seem accordingly that in the case hefore
us, the shadow actualiy went back on the dial plale of civiliza-
tion, God only knows how many degrees, between the sixth cen-
turyand the sixteentl,
characteristie langnage of Kirwan, the coryphineus of thiis then-

ry of history : “ When the Reformation occurred, the refragreads -

movement of the world towards ignorance and barbarism and
idolatry, had almost heon compleled, Had it not ocourred, n
radiance might continue to-gild the high places of earth afier
the-gospe! sun had set——a twilight might be protracted for a few
ages in which o few might grope their way to heaven; but cach
age would have canie wrapped in a deeper and yel deeper gloom,
until impenctrable durleness had fullen on the woyld 17 .-

Vhat a dismal picture of God's provitence and Christ’s faith-
fulness 10 his own word, in the history of Christinnity for a
thousand years!  And there are men, calling themselves evan-
gelical and friends of the Saviour’s eause beyond otliers, who
can glont over this view of the piet, and feed their faney sweelly
on its hideous features, out of spite to Rome, in the imagination
that they are duing: Gad service, as well ns plensing their own
hearts, by their wiseralle infidelity. T all suely, who oy
bave a zeal for Protestantism in their own.way, but not aceord-
itg Lo either faith or knowledge, as well as to'all others also of
better disposition, who may find their, minds bewildered and op-
pressed with the authority of this falss theory of church history,
without being reconciled to it in their henrts, we enrnestly com-
mend the book here under review, as ono eminently suiled o

nssiel them at loast, in vising tawards a higher, purer nnd more’

animating vision of the glorious city ond commonwenlth of God,
The very object of the worl is one, that should find n responze
in every'believer's soul.  In full contrnst with the Pseudo-prot-
csinnt spirit jusi noliced, it moves in the element nat of infidelity
but of fuith,” and ais not to undermine, but 1o establish the
Divine character of Christianity, by showing that the seals of ils
tently which appear upon it in the beginning, the evidences in s
faver thatstand forth to view from its history during the first four
centuries, are followed by correspording seals nnd ovidences un-
der the same outward form in lhe conturies of darkness that fol-
low. Isnot this 2 noble purpose?  And if it can bo to &ny ex-

In the ever memorable and graphically

1851.] Modern Clvilization. 171

tent made good, shall it not be considered & welcome service

. Which is thus rendered to the cause of religion and piety? If

it e honorable to vindicale the ways of God Lo man in common

Chistory, or in the constitution of mere nature, how much more

should it be so regarded to vindicate his truth and fidelity, as
they are concerned in e history of his Church for ten conturies
of years. Any argument that nddresses jiself (o such an object

* in'n serious and nanly way, deserves at once our gralitude and

respect. _ .

+"We have good right in this case to sy still farther, that the
only proper posture to berin witl in uny sueh inquiry, is that of
“Irust and hope in favor of the end it ains to reach. 1t has often
been remarked truly, that the first condition for doing justice in

- any case (o (the evidence in favor of religious truih, is a certain

measure of sympathy with the truth itsell and & wish fo find it
true; wherens an opposite leaning of the heart, or even n state
of cold philosophical’ indiflerence, can bardly fail w0 act asa
beavy downward weight in ihe wrong seale.  Apply (his to the
general question here in hand.  Did the presence of God in the
GChurely, as it may hg clemly read in the first four cenliries of
its' history, become o Yotal fuilure in theten centuries that follow-
ed, malking room only for (he presence of the Devil ; or may it
still be read, from the filth century down to-the fiftesnth, by tok-
ens no less wonderful aud glorious than before? Ta this fues-
tion the really c/mistian answer, it is Plnin, can be but one; and
that is such as springs at once to the mouth of all childlile un-

" sophisticated fith. The- overwhelming presumption, not to be

got rid-of without an eflort, whera the divine origin of our holy
religion lns at all made itself felt, ishut God did not forsuke the
work of s own hands after the fourth century, but continued
10 reign over it through the Middle Ages ns directly us before
g0 much the honor and eredit of (he chyistion couse is felt impo-
riously fo require; and so fer as the heart is at ofi properly pre-
‘disposed towards this cause, and in sympathy with i, it cannot
fil hoth to expeet and 1o desire that such natural presuniption
fin its favor shall wm out to be in full ngreemont withs the actun)

‘voice of-facis.  The man who comes to the study of .the first

three centuries of ecclesinstical history with the slzeptical pirit
of n Gibbon or Voltaire, as compured forinstance with the child-.

like veneration of u Neander, is by his very position disqualified

forall sound historical judenent in the mutier with whiclyhe is

‘ealled to deal; his mind is vitiated by the prejudice of infidelity -

from the—very start; and it is only natural accordingly, that e

-eheuld find all to be as destitute-of divinity os it is the wish of



credit of the canse thus maligned and (0 vindicale e iniu-
nessof God 1o his owa word for a thousand years, challenges
our best sympathies in its favor from the start.  We feel, so far
as {he pulse of « sound christian life beats in our hearts, that it
ought to come ofl’ viclorious; we wish it success; we make
common cause with it in our desires and hopes. . A [riendly
spirit seems to surround us in its pages.  We are refreshed and
invigorated by the very air that breathes upon us from the whole
remion and ficld of its argument 3 for it is the element of faih
and reverence and love, that comes to the soul like the sense of
its praper mative home; and to move in it is of itsel al cuce a
sauree of epivitual joy and strength.

It will be observed, that 1he work before us aims in foct at two
peneral purposes : first, to vindicate the honor and credit of the
Church before the time of the Reformation, as the (rue mother

Caam, UL bring; iew ¢ ] i i
L brings mto view another question altogether, which

we would be very sorry (o consider so fnvolved in the first as o
be bronght to a conclusion Ly it one v 'ay or the other, l
Modern European Givilization presents to our view the ran-
dest and most Imposing spectacle in the universal history of the
world.  With all the richness and variety of ils contents with
all the ficld it covers-in space and the long tract throurh \’vhich
it reaches in time, it is still asingle facl, eapable of being viewed
83 a whole and allowing: comparison in (his way with other fucts
of - the like sort, other systems of civilization that hnve passed
niviy b(.:furq it or that sl prevail in other parts of the c{rliln
So we find it commended lo our altention in the celcbraicd kHE-i:
torical Liectures of M. Guizot. The morc the subject is studicd
in the wny of comparison and controst especially with the an-
cient civilization, and with due regard to all the conditions under

























































