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tion, more living and growing more dircetly out of ‘the ‘hosom of
. religious “feeling itself, has taken the place completely of the
-old mechanical theory. For this very renson the later theology,
of which the art is to be a distingwishing ornaiment, shows itself:
- gpecially adapled to promole practical exegesisin the right form ;
os this 15°suited also to ghow, that by the overthrow of that old
contracted view nothing is lost in the use to be derived from (he
~ Seriplures, but rather a great deal gnined. Tn a still ligher nndl
ficher sense - than-before, will the Bible by this means rerain,
in the face of all sorts of worldly culture, and outlivimy the
whole,'the Book of Tuife. Men will no longer seelc to find in it
+ the solution of questions that pertain only to the inlerest of
scitnee in its different spheres, or that go quite Leyond the range
of human knowledge,' hut will use it as the orucle for all that is
* necessnry for man’s salvation, for all the relations of life as they
should be ordered in reference o its eternal scope.  And'for
such right use 6f the Bible always ‘practicol exegesis must still
ghow the way.
IR Translated by .J. V. N.

- MODERN CIVILIZATION.

Protestantism and_Catholicity compared in their cffeets on-the
- Oivilization of Burope. Written in Spanish by tlie Rev. J.
: Barams. Translated from the French. Ballimore: Pub-
lished by-John Murpliy & Co. Pittsburg : George Quigley,

- 1831, Bvo. pp. 514. . S
A vrnv interesting and able work 3 wrilten by o devoted Ro-
‘man Catholic ; but none the less worthy for this'reason of being
diligently read and considered by all intelligent and carnest
mided - Protestonts: It is the bonst of Prolestantism, we all
knaw, to seek the liglt, to shrink from no inquiry,to encourage
the most nnbounded intellectunl and Teligious freedom, to be
‘ready to listen at least even to an etemy’s vice speaking in the
- name of reason, and not to refuse instruction from whatever
‘quarter’ the smallest measure of it can be drawn. The only
regret would seem o be with' a eertain class of its. charmpions

——

"R ) Epeey spflarev, curiously praying into the secrets of the invisible
world, Col. ii: 18. .
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onings be examined and understood, and not set aside with the
_wholesale Rippaney of common schoolboy learning, Let ils ar-
gument be honorably and honestly metand shorn of its strength,
~nol turned into mountehank caricalure merely, misrepresented
~and abused. Then in truth shall we have a victory, worthy. of
something more than bonfires and craclers, Nothing will be
lost, but much gained, for the Protestant interest, by a trinl of
its merits thus ending in its own more full and tonspicuous vin-
dication. It is not by having nothing to wilhstand and surmount,
but by fucing rather and overcoming the most powerful opposi-
tion, that o good cause is shown to be worthy of confidence and
trust. It is when the floods come and the winds blow, that the
house on the rock is proved to be better than that whose foun-

< dation is only in the sand.’

The warlc before us, we sny, deserves the atlention of intelli-
‘gent, Protestants, viewed merely in its polemical relations towards
the system with which they are identified in opposition to the
Church of Rome; for it isa respectable, dignified and truly
lenmed challenge in this view, which furnishes fair and fit ecca-
aian ot lenst, (not lgss perhaps than even the celebrated Sym-
bolik” of the German Méhler,) for revising and resetlling if'- pos-
sible still more firmly than hefore the argument foy the Reforma-

- tion.  But we should not do Justice either to the book or to our-

¢

! Some, we know, aflect to deride the idea of any-such really trying force

in any shnpe, on the side of the Roman Church. They will have it, that

-alt its artilfery is made up of fools’® bells and ehildren's ridtles. To such
we commend the following caution; which we are glad to find laiely in the

Neav Yorks Olsereer:—+ It is quite fashionalle to sneer at Cathalics as, on
“the whote, rather contemptible antagonists. Tliey may have learning, it is

y may have eloguence, but it

-1ends 10 declamation.  They may have art, but (he cunning is too transpa-

renty 1o be tried before an American communily. Those who reason thus,
do nat know (he resourees which Rome Possesses, and can create in men.
They enght nat to judge of all Romanist archbishops, by John of New

» ar certainly there are men in training to come

dene in England. The power of eloguence,and le
not yet been exhausted in the service of that te
wondraus device of the wicked one; and Protestan
it, that there shall be men

arning, and sanctity, has
rrible organization, that
ts are called on to see to
as learned, as accomplished, and more truly

* Christian, iu training, 1o cope with the emissaries from Rome. Letus take

warning in time. Ttis mot by declamation,
sinewy argument for the comman mind, that this foe is 1o be effectually
overeame; but learning, and eloquence, and taste, and piely combined,
must be formed and sustained by Pratestant institstions of the highest and

nor by contempt, nor even by

- mast thorough character—or we shall soffer for gur neglecy,"
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selves, if we shrunlofrom acknowledging that ils clnimste the'in-
tercst of Prolesinnts, in our eyes, go much-beyond such merely,
incidental andrcomparatively indirectuse. To nlarge extent, we
look-upon it as a noble and mnsterly apology for the cause of
Christinnity itself, over against the radical and infidel tendencies
of tho age, which under the'pluusibie cover of hostility to Rome
and zeal for freedom, are directed in truth against the whele
mystery of Christand his Church, and would if it wers possible
sweep it entirely from the face of the earth. Thereis a certain
style of Protestantism, we know, though -certainly a very bad
style of it, which is ready at ouce lo place itsell” in the wrong
here, by confounding such an apalogy for the Chiistian Church
with an apology-for'Romanism as it now stands, and go planting
itself in opposition to it ou the same ground substantially with
the antichristinn intercst against which directly the defence i3
directed ; “ns though jt-were better in this case lo make common
‘cnuse for the time wilh-infidelily self, than to be found in any
sort of juxtwposition with Rome.  With -this way of thinking
we of course have no sympathy ; neitherare we willing for one
moment to allow, that the main body of the cruse so_cloquently
set forth in the argument of the lenmed and pious Balines be-
longs to Romanism only, and not to Protestantism ; for that
would be tantamount in cur mind *to a surrendry of this last in-
terest altogether, as something in no sort_compichended in the

past Life of the Church and the glorious fountain from which it -

springs. 'T'he moretrophies and crowns of honor the Church
of former ages+can be shown to have won in Lhe service of her
adorable Head, the more tokens . her history can be brought to
furnish of his.powerful presence in her midst, the more will wo
be pleased and rejoice, Protesinnt though we be ; and we shall
not suffer our satisfaction fo be taken from us certainly, just be-
cause Romanism, as in the present cose, may be active in pro-
claiming the distinction, and wonld fain turn itexclusively to ifs
-own eredit. Looking at the matler in this way, we know no

good reason why the book before us should not be welcome 1o

DProtestants, as a geneval apology for Christinnity, fell as much
as to Romanists. - , ' C

We should be glad indeed to have it widely siudied, for the
very reason fhat it scems to us admirably adapied to expose and
counteract those false views of the past history of the Church,

to which we have already referred as teo often usurping the Pro-

testant name, and cousing it to appear in bad connection with
apen unbelief. It belongs to the churacter of this Pzeudo-prot-

ealontisin, to make the chasm as wide and decp as possible, he-

¥
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tween the (ime since the Reformation nnd the time that went

befora. It takes a pleasure in finding all wrong and false in the

one direction, in order to have the niore reason for glarifying all
ag right and true in the ather.  The reign'6f Christ, in its r?ycs :
tool a new start with Luther, afterhaving been (lrouah ten long
eenturics overwhelmed almest entirely by the rcigﬁ:-of Satan.
There were no doubt all along- a few witnesses for the trth here
and there in places out of the way ; but the great body of the so
ealled cluistinn world, the nominal ‘succession of the wniversnl

N
- chistian name, hiad become hopelessty corrupt, wedded and sold

to the power of all sorls of “error; so that the only wonder is
that it should have been able (o hold together at all, to leeep 111;
Jits own organization, through so vast-a fract of time. -But this
simply shows, how un infernal pelicy had got possession of the
‘ws_lb_l? church for its-own ends. The whole was indecd " the
Devil's master-Dicee, a “wondrous device of the Wicked Oue, to
enslave the nations and leadd them captive at his will. Tt was
indeed sufliciently irrational and nbsurd, ns well ns monstrously
profine, aud at the same time so boldly and impudently arrogant
It il& pretensions, jutling its foot-on the neck of kings, that we
may well beastonished at the long and wide suceess (?1"“5 ll‘=ul':
pations 5 but the time was dark ‘and the mind of the world huu’-
ripe 3 and all pains wers taken by the usurping power lo per-
petuate the darkness, nay to make it always more black nnd
;deqp, ag a favorable covering for its nefarious purjoses ondl plans,
There was o systematic effort made to extinguish the lght of
the Bible, and o bind the human mind in chnins of iglm?mwe

.and superstition,  All free inquiry was thiscouraged, and the

rights of privale judgment trampled under'foot. 'The doctrine
and discipline of the Cliurch, in the hands of a licentions ambi-

]lmus priesthood, became bioth together a plinnt contrivance mere-
) ]y, for the advancement of high hauded spiritual tyranny in one
direction and the most abject bifnd obedience and handuge in.

another. . Thus the presence of the Chnreh -y like a fatal

incubus, throughout Turope, on all upwand tendencies in 1he

moral ond soci ' ;
7 ocial system, not for one century only, but for a

.W!liJ[E drenry millenfum of venrs.  "The nations were struclk ng
with dendly puralysis, and had no power over their own linbs.

All pelitieal institutions were hindered in their natural” growth.

‘Letters lunguished.  Morals and manners mn perfecily wild, [t

was one age of darkness always only followed by anoiher. Mo

“lmagine any real progress in such cireumstances is out of the ques-

tlo_z};'llm most that can be allowed is, that the uleer of ilie times
might have been gradually ripening towards such bad extremity,
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s was needed to cnll out the latent powers of soeiety finally in
the way. of protest and redress. It would be a relief, only to be
sure that history stood still.  But it is not of the nature of the
world’s life to remain thus stntionary for o thousand years, Not
to move forwards, is asa general liw to move in the contrary
dirgction ; and it wonld seem accordingly that in the case hefore
us, the shadow actualiy went back on the dial plale of civiliza-
tion, God only knows how many degrees, between the sixth cen-
turyand the sixteentl,
characteristie langnage of Kirwan, the coryphineus of thiis then-

ry of history : “ When the Reformation occurred, the refragreads -

movement of the world towards ignorance and barbarism and
idolatry, had almost heon compleled, Had it not ocourred, n
radiance might continue to-gild the high places of earth afier
the-gospe! sun had set——a twilight might be protracted for a few
ages in which o few might grope their way to heaven; but cach
age would have canie wrapped in a deeper and yel deeper gloom,
until impenctrable durleness had fullen on the woyld 17 .-

Vhat a dismal picture of God's provitence and Christ’s faith-
fulness 10 his own word, in the history of Christinnity for a
thousand years!  And there are men, calling themselves evan-
gelical and friends of the Saviour’s eause beyond otliers, who
can glont over this view of the piet, and feed their faney sweelly
on its hideous features, out of spite to Rome, in the imagination
that they are duing: Gad service, as well ns plensing their own
hearts, by their wiseralle infidelity. T all suely, who oy
bave a zeal for Protestantism in their own.way, but not aceord-
itg Lo either faith or knowledge, as well as to'all others also of
better disposition, who may find their, minds bewildered and op-
pressed with the authority of this falss theory of church history,
without being reconciled to it in their henrts, we enrnestly com-
mend the book here under review, as ono eminently suiled o

nssiel them at loast, in vising tawards a higher, purer nnd more’

animating vision of the glorious city ond commonwenlth of God,
The very object of the worl is one, that should find n responze
in every'believer's soul.  In full contrnst with the Pseudo-prot-
csinnt spirit jusi noliced, it moves in the element nat of infidelity
but of fuith,” and ais not to undermine, but 1o establish the
Divine character of Christianity, by showing that the seals of ils
tently which appear upon it in the beginning, the evidences in s
faver thatstand forth to view from its history during the first four
centuries, are followed by correspording seals nnd ovidences un-
der the same outward form in lhe conturies of darkness that fol-
low. Isnot this 2 noble purpose?  And if it can bo to &ny ex-

In the ever memorable and graphically
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tent made good, shall it not be considered & welcome service

. Which is thus rendered to the cause of religion and piety? If

it e honorable to vindicale the ways of God Lo man in common

Chistory, or in the constitution of mere nature, how much more

should it be so regarded to vindicate his truth and fidelity, as
they are concerned in e history of his Church for ten conturies
of years. Any argument that nddresses jiself (o such an object

* in'n serious and nanly way, deserves at once our gralitude and

respect. _ .

+"We have good right in this case to sy still farther, that the
only proper posture to berin witl in uny sueh inquiry, is that of
“Irust and hope in favor of the end it ains to reach. 1t has often
been remarked truly, that the first condition for doing justice in

- any case (o (the evidence in favor of religious truih, is a certain

measure of sympathy with the truth itsell and & wish fo find it
true; wherens an opposite leaning of the heart, or even n state
of cold philosophical’ indiflerence, can bardly fail w0 act asa
beavy downward weight in ihe wrong seale.  Apply (his to the
general question here in hand.  Did the presence of God in the
GChurely, as it may hg clemly read in the first four cenliries of
its' history, become o Yotal fuilure in theten centuries that follow-
ed, malking room only for (he presence of the Devil ; or may it
still be read, from the filth century down to-the fiftesnth, by tok-
ens no less wonderful aud glorious than before? Ta this fues-
tion the really c/mistian answer, it is Plnin, can be but one; and
that is such as springs at once to the mouth of all childlile un-

" sophisticated fith. The- overwhelming presumption, not to be

got rid-of without an eflort, whera the divine origin of our holy
religion lns at all made itself felt, ishut God did not forsuke the
work of s own hands after the fourth century, but continued
10 reign over it through the Middle Ages ns directly us before
g0 much the honor and eredit of (he chyistion couse is felt impo-
riously fo require; and so fer as the heart is at ofi properly pre-
‘disposed towards this cause, and in sympathy with i, it cannot
fil hoth to expeet and 1o desire that such natural presuniption
fin its favor shall wm out to be in full ngreemont withs the actun)

‘voice of-facis.  The man who comes to the study of .the first

three centuries of ecclesinstical history with the slzeptical pirit
of n Gibbon or Voltaire, as compured forinstance with the child-.

like veneration of u Neander, is by his very position disqualified

forall sound historical judenent in the mutier with whiclyhe is

‘ealled to deal; his mind is vitiated by the prejudice of infidelity -

from the—very start; and it is only natural accordingly, that e

-eheuld find all to be as destitute-of divinity os it is the wish of
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his heart it should'be, a jumble of absurdities, & lissue of - delu-
sions, in which is to be read no trace whitever of God’s super-
nutural presence, but the melancholy record only of corruption, -
passion end foily, on the parl of man.  And why should.the
game-observation beof any less force,when sextended to the
ecelesinstical history of - later time? -Shall that be taken nsa
recommendation for the student of such history here, which in
the other case is allowed on all hands -to amountto a-full disa:
bility for his task ; that he gomes to it, namely, with the unbe-
lieving sncering humor of an abselutely infidel nind, wishing

to find all as bud s possible; and fully'possessed beforchand with ™ -

the theory, that it is & reign of wickedness and folly only: that-
fills the history of the Church'throngh thislong period, the very
masterpicoe indeed and most perfect worle-of the Devil, and in
no sense whatever n reign of righteousness and (ruth presided
over by the Holy Ghost? o state such-n question simply, is
at the same -time to expose its absurdily. Noj in this whole
conlroversy, weare bound to see and aflow+that the presumption
of truth, for -all true christian feeling, is-from the oulsel agninst
Pscudo-protestantism and in faver of the -opposite side. This
wholesale denunciation of the Church of the Middle Ages,
accompanied with ribaldry and scorn, whatever ulterior object
men may menn (o serve by ity is in its own nature of infidel
relationship and complexion ; and Ivom the very oulset therefore
we are bound 1o regard it with snepicion, to go against: it with
our prayers and wishes, nnd to withhold from it all assent that
is not as it weve wrenched from us by proofs that cut ofl all
room for question or debate.  Such a worle ns this of Baimes on
the contrary, 5o far asit aims simply lo cstablish the honor and
credit of the cause thus maligned nnd 10 vindicate the faithlul-
nessof God 1o his owa word for a thousand years, challenges
our best sympathies in its favor from the start.  We feel, so far
as {he pulse of « sound christian life beats in our hearts, that it
ought to come ofl’ viclorious; we wish it success; we make
common cause with it in our desires and hopes. . A [riendly
spirit seems to surround us in its pages.  We are refreshed and
invigorated by the very air that breathes upon us from the whole
remion and ficld of its argument 3 for it is the element of faih
and reverence and love, that comes to the soul like the sense of
its praper mative home; and to move in it is of itsel al cuce a
sauree of epivitual joy and strength.
It will be observed, that 1he work before us aims in foct at two
peneral purposes : first, to vindicate the honor and credit of the
Church before the time of the Reformation, as the (rue mother
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..'o’f.—nur modern civilization and culture ; secondly, to show (hat
Protestantism, inslead of helping, has only hindered' and retar-
‘hed -the onward movemnent of thia cause.” These two objects
Zinithe mind of the author indeed scem (o be almost one and (he
-same. - But it needs no great depih of reflection certainly (o sce
“that they can easily bear separarion.  We may allow the first,
. und yel-oppose the sccond. Pseudo-protestantism indepd us
wo have just seen, falls in liere with the other view; n’wlc,ing

* the' opposition between the time before. the Reformation and the

lime since to be of such o natnre, that any merit allowed (o the
first mutst be taken as an-equivalent drawback on the worth of
the second.  But this is in reality 10 give up the defence of
,11’ruleslun}15n1 altogether, and 1o sell the whole eause into the
hand of its eneruies.  'We of course ugree to no such trenson.
Ou the contrary we earnestly protest against il, us the sorest and
+deepest wrong that coulds well be inflicted on the Protestant
cause.  We deny that the honors and glories of the Churclh be-
fore the Refqrnmhgn, whether in the first or middle centuries
helong exclusively in_the way of historical heritage to the prcs:
«ent Roman commynion.  Our faith in Protesiantism is condi-

- tioned by the assumiption, that the suceession of the old eliurch

life still flows truly and vigorously in its veins. Why then
should we wish to detracet from the meritof this life at any point
“and not be pleased rather with ail that redounds io its prnise'j
~When the question is asked : YWhat part has it had in (he grent
" worle of modern civilization ? we are quile willing, nay anx-
~10us, 1o find the answer as widely favaralile ag pussil:;l‘e ; and we
. give oursclves no trouble, in this case, about the bcn’rinn' N
* may hrrl:re on the comparative merits of Romanism and Protest.
i, That brings into view another question altogether, which
we would be very sorry (o consider so fnvolved in the ﬁ:'sl as lo
be bronght to a conclusion Ly it one v 'ay or the other, l
4 M.mlcm European Givilization presents (o our view the oran-
wcos:h;]\fld l\l{gﬁi ljlhpoflng:s‘pclulacle in !hq universal history of the
thali the richness and variely of ils contents, with
all the ficld 1 coversin space and the long tract through \’vhich
it reaches in time, it is still asingle facl, capable of being viewed
83 a whole and allowing: comparison in (his way with other fucts
of - the like sort, other systems of civilization that hnve passedd
niviy b(.:furq it or that sl prevail in other parts of the c{l-aliln
So we find it commended 1o our attention in the celebraled kHE-i:
torical Liecturés of M. Guizot. The more the suliject is studicd
in the wny of comparison and controst especially with the an-
cient civilization, and with due regard to all the conditions under
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which the modern culture has been brought to pass, the more'
full of interest will it appear and worthy of admiration. The
modern civilization of ISurope is in some respects a comparative-
ly recent fact; it begins to appear in its proper form only a few,
centuries bael, and s still bat entering we may say on the full
solution of its own social and moral problems.  But as such a
new: creation, it is not to be rerarded of course as bursling upen
the world by accident or sudden surprise.  Thore was o long
prepuration Tor it in previous ages; and this preparation enters
properly into the constitution of the fact itself, just as venlly as
the grrowth of the stem or stallk is one with the life of the burst-
ing flower that forms-its end.  The greatness of (he fact bhere is
to be estimated by the wide and vost scale of inaterial, time and
work, through which it was brought 1o pass. A full thonsand
years were required, (o bring it up fo the form it carried in the
age of the Relormation.  T'o understand it properly, to do jus-
tlice to the historical greatness of the fact, we must consider it s
a process or movement reaching through all this time ; we must
have clearly before us the difference hetween the beginning and
the endy we must be familine in onr thoughts with 1he elements
of davkness, disorder and contradiction, in the midst of whicl
the worlc of regencration wasto be carried forward from nge to
age. e
The old Roman eivilization, it will be borne in mind, had’
run its eourse and was ready to perish of its own accord ; when-
the Tull tide of barharisna. was poured upon it from the North,
and scarce n wreck was lefl to leil of its ancient glory.
hard for us now lo form & congeption of the political ruin that
followed.  The foundations of soviety were literally brolen up,
and noral chaos reigned on every side.  The elements of bar-
barism were let loose in every direction, to voll and 1dss in per-
petnal confusion without control.  There was nothing stable or
Brm. % States were created, suppressed, uniled, and divided 3
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no governments, no [ronlier, no nations; a genernl jumble of

situations, principles, events, races, lnnguages : such was barln-
vian Burope.”  "Dhus speaks M. Guizol ; who then gors on ulso
to tell us, that this temultunting state of socinly lasted Urongh
hundreds of years,  * It mustnot he supposed that the favasions
af the barbavian hordes stopped all at onee, in the fifih century.
Do not believe that because the Roman empire was fullen, and
kingdoms of barharians founded upon its ruins, that the move-
ment of muions was over, Phere are plenty of fucts to prove
that this was not the ense, and that this movement lasted « long
time after the destruction of the empire.”? Mo the invasiony

1vis:
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from i[le north was added in time the Saracen pressure on th
_,uc_mlh. %' Such was the situation of Burepe from the fifth to thg
ninth century.  Pressed on the south by the Mohammedans
and on the north by the Germans and Slavonians, it could no[t.[ y
: olherwise than_that the reaction of this double juvasion slie fml
w;keep the interior of Buvope in o conlinual ferment.  Po ::I”
“tiong were incessantly displaced, crowded one {lpDi.] ﬂllD{;J "
- there wasno regularity, nothing permanent or fixed,” ! V-u'islr :
attempls were made to reorganize sovicly; but it wag nlot lilﬁ&
-after the commencement of the tenth century, according to Guj
zot, that. the reign of barbarism could be said to have nl'eccimil-
any eflectual and lasting check.  And then of course the m:l‘3
rinl out of which the new order was to rise, fay still in rude 'nci
wilil disorder on all sides. It was the work of conturies :l'fl y
bring them into shape and it them to their proper pllucu 'lf{‘;m:(-)
wefe indeed dark nges, wild ages, dbounding in ienoranee. wi ]L‘L’
- etdness, lawlessness and blood,  But ihe worse we couc’civ]‘L xi'
Ihu‘lrn in this view, the more reason oy will we have to ad LU
the wighity power of (he process which was still at workii u:;tb
busom_uf them, (o \Jcnd'such unruly forces to its own use ]_n ll"f
'clnhomnon of the Ymodern uropean cenlture, and the d” o
must be ot the same {ine our sense of e ffl‘C'll’l]CSS and- iy
cance of this vast social resull.  For aut of c[;'m 1 =l-m s:gmh-
: cenlurics of strife and confusion, has sprun'rl i?‘l li:itﬁ’l Uough
- world of order and light and faw, sucli as earth never l'mﬂ\' . Iew
fore; a civilization which with all jis present defects, ay ‘l JKC-
dangers of failure o0 whichi it is still exposed, must ba"‘l“ ol
Jmmeasurably ( 7 in w it has alrent e
iy 1 1o surpass in what it has already produced, and
inits capabilities of futare production, every otler hu il
- zation thal has yel appeared, , : e il
th:[l‘]l\;:\?j[}ﬁiig:;lglllh]ig-“]}m:!'hlﬂ?]lmﬂl fact, it is known generally
tows u large place to e agency of the Churcl
as one of the factors concerned threughout in bringing it to pass.
In this respect Le shows himself a more 1'espnct'1[?lc Pr T,
and with all his rationalistic sympathics is ﬁmr;d to blco'tfsmm,
safe guide in the sphere of religion, than nany of far lcc: lmom”
ing and much higher pretension to piety, with whom it i::'t point
of orthodoxy (o reduce this ngeney o zeve, or cvenin o ll ]1?!11l
dogrees lower still, for the 1111}1)0&: of (lisp."u'nrri;wlht b(,(ﬁ}l?:ts]ﬂ:::y
ty of the Middle Ages. ¢ The Chureh,” he tells us, ¢ has c,\f-

' General Mi ivilization in F i
oy story of thmlmnr in Burope, Amcru:_’.un ed. 1834, p,
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ercised o vost and important influence upon the moral and intel-
lectual “order of Eutope; upon the notions, sentiments, and +
manners of socicty. This fact is evident; the intelectual and
moral progress of FKurope has been essentially theological, Loek
al its liistory frome the fifth to the sixteenth cantury, and you' sy
will find throughow, that theology has possessed and direcied ;7
the humpn mind ; every iden isimpressed with theology 5 every ©
guestion that has been atarted, whether plilosophical, political, -
or historical, has been considered in a religious point of view.
So poweilul indeed has been the auwtherity of the churcli-in
matters of -intellect, that even the mathematical and physicul
seiences [rave Deen obliged to submit to its doctrives. The
gpirit of theology has been as it were the blaod which has circu-
lated in the veins of the Haropean world, dewa 1o the ime of
Bucon and Descartes.”’—* The influence of the Chureh, more-
over, has given {o the development of the human mind, in our
modern world, an extent and variely which it never possessed
elsewhere. In the Bnst, intelligence was altogetlier rofigious: *
among the Greeks it wns almost exclusively humun,  “There
hwman cultare, humanity, properly so calied, its nature and des-
tiny, actually disappeared : hiere it was wman alone, his pessions,
his feclings, his present interests, which ocoupied the field. In
our world thespiril of religion mixes itsell with all, but excludes
nothing.——Thus the lwoe greal sources of human development,
humanity and religion, have been open at the same time, and .
flowed in plenteous streams.  Notwithstanding all the evil, all
the abuses, which inay have crept_imto the Chureh, notwith:
standing all the acts of (yranny of which she has been guilly;
we must still arknowledge her influence upon the progress and
culture of the human intellect to have been benelicial ; that'she
has assisted in its development yaiher than iis compression, in il -
exiension rather thon its confineinen).”'  Guizot {nkes paing
moreover 1o distinguish in this case between simple Christianity
and the Church. * At the end of the fannh century, and- the
beginning of the fifth, (Lect. I1. p. 50.)  Chyistinaity was no
longer a simple belief, it wos an: institution—it had formed itself -
juto o corporate body. It had its government, a body of priests;
a seitied ecclesiasticul polity for the regulation of their dilferent
functions; revenues; independent means of influence.”  As
a mere docirine or theory the new religion wonld not have been
able 1o sustain itself at all in the dissclutien of the old Roman
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the rich civilization, knowledge and liberty,

- principaily indebted to her.” ~ A pr
course of life in the Bast, wheve this agency was in large men-
sure wanting, and the progress seen in the “West, where it was
in full foree, should of itsell e enough to correct this fulse Judg-
ment.  “In the West, the revolutions were multiplied and feas-
Tul; the chnos was at jts height ; nnd.nevertheless, out of clinos’
came light and lite.  Nelther the bavbarism of the nations who
inundated those countries, and established, themselves there, nor
the previous assaults of Islumism, even in the days of s grea-
test power and enthusiasm, could suceeed in destroying the
germs of a rich and fertile civilization, In the East, on the con-
trary, all tended 1o old age and decay ; nothing revived; and -
under the blows of the power which was ineffeclual against us,
all was shatten to picces.  The spiritual power of Rome and its
inflluence on temporal affairs, hive certninly barne fruits very
different from those produced, under the same circumstinees,
hy its violent opponents.”— P, 80, SL.

“ Alihouglt the Churel autached the greatest imporlance ta
the propagation of truth, althowgh she was convinced that 1o
destroy the shapeless noss of immorality and degrdation (hat
met her sight, lier fist care should e to cxpose error to the djs-
solving fire of true doctrines, she did not confing herself to this:
but, descending to real life, and following a system full of wie-
domt and prudence, she acted in such & manner as to enable Ly-
manity to taste the precious fruit which the doetrines of Jesus

~Christ produee even in temporal things,  The Chureh was not
only e frreal and fruitful school ; she was alse a rugeneralive
association ; she did not diffuse her gencral doctrines by throw-
ing them abroad at hazard, merely b ping that they would frue-
tify with time; she developed dicin in all their relatious, applicd
them o all subjects, inoculited laws and mwanners swith them,
nnd realized them in institutions which atferded silent but elo-
iquent instructions fo future generatione. Nowliere wis the dig-
nity of man acknowledged, stavery veigned everywhere 3 degra-
ded women was dishonored by the corruption of mannery, and
debased by the Syranny of man. The feclings of humanity
were trodden under foot, infanis were abandoned, the sick and
nged were neglected, barbarity and cruelty were carried 1o 1he
highest pitch of atrocity in the prevailing laws of war; in fine,
on the summit of the social edifice was scen an odivus tyranny,
sustained by wilitary foree, and looking down with an eye of
contempt on the unfortunate iations that fay in fetters ot s fect.
~Tn such a state of thinga it certainly was'no slight task, (o re-

for which they were
oper comparison between the
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move error, to reform and improve manners, abolish slavery,
correct the vices of legislation, impose a check on power and
make it harmonize with the public interest, give new life to indi-
viduals, and reorganize family and society ; and yet nothing lecs
than this was dene by the Chuavch.”—2P. 40, 9L.

This vast work of social regeneration required for its basis the
destruction of slavery. Tt ig not cosy for us now 1o conceive ol
the extent 1o which this ¢vil prevailed in the ancient world, or
of the dificulties that stood in the way af its perfect extirpation.
Guizot allows largo eredit 10 1he Church for the revolution whicly
has been wrought in regard to ity but refuscs to give her full
praise; becanse, as he says, ¢ slavery existed for o long time in-
the hosom of christion soviely without exciting nstenislment or,
mueh opposition.”  But this only shows that the revolution wis
conservative ond agrecable 1o (he gening of (he Gospel, not radi-
cal and afier the fashion of Red Republicanism.  * Slavery was
deeply- rooted in laws, manness, idens, and interests, individunl
and social ; @ fual system, no doubt, but the eradication of which
all at once it would have been rash (o attempt, as its roots had
penetrated deeply and epread widely in the bowels of the land.”.
"Phe number of slaves was immensze.  They could not be set
free without the will of society, and Lheir freedomn also conferred
upon them as o general sudiden gift must have proved a curse 10
ihemselves as well as to nthers. — To accomplish a real and last-
ing removal of the evil, it wis necessary Uit the sources of it
should be correcied, and that the general order of lile out of
whicl it grew should be brought o assume a now spirif ond o

‘ different form.  This was a worle which in the nalure of the,
case required the strong action af a profeund and conslant foree,
bearing lwough o serios of centuries owards thie snme end.

We liwve no right then, nccording to our auther, to enter an ex-

ception to the credit of the Ghurch in the case of this grent
worle, on the ground that it was not earried through nt once in

e violent and sudden way.  * That slavery endored for a long

time in presence of the Church is true; butit was alwuys de-
clining, mul it only lasted as long ys was necessary to reatize the
benefit without vialence—without a shoek —without cormpromit-

ing its universality and its continuation.  Moreover we ought {o

gnbiract from the lime of ils continuance masy uges, during,
which the Church was ofien proseribed, always regavded wilh
aversion, and fotally unable (o exert a direct influence on the

e-cind armanization.. We oughit also, to a greal extent, to make |

exeeption of luter times, as the Ghurch had enly begun to exert
a direct and public influence, when the irruption of the northern
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il;ufrcl.;::;?nl?} clucoli: pl_m:e, ;v!uch., lugct.hc!'_ with the corruption (ot
i pire and spread in o frightful manner, produced
meh a perturbation, such 4 confused mass of lansunres cusloms,
monners and laws, that it was almost impassil?lc to make the
;cgu{;umg power produce sulutary fruits. I in Jater ;i;l]cs it
dms t{:'cn. difficult 1o destroy feudality; it there remain to this
Cay, aiter ages of struggles, the remnants of that' conslitulion ;
if the slave trade, although limited to certain countries and cir-
cumsfances, slill merits the universal reprobation which i; raised

. hroughout the world against its infumy ; how cun we venture

to express our aslonislinent, how can we venture to make it a
reproach against the Church, that slavery continued some a l;l!
dfier she had proclaimed men’s fraternity with cach oth gd
their equality before God.”— P, 04, o
. GIThi.;s leads to a somewhat extended view of the action of (he
da:rgtrédl (l,:“;:fhli siavrl:ry, in four separate chapters of the book
ke expressly (o the purpose, 1In conneetion willh these we
b zrlc p}leac.mcd lo us at the same time, in'the way of appendix
o f"ﬁl'tdh(:]srlillgzi (:ie VD‘[HH]C, a tolerably full apparatns of the origi-
ol cs, the canons of diflerent councils and other decu-
3111}:11 : lonI whiclt the sl‘:@lc!nems of the text are made to res.
.,qu;;u\;'“u;s J@rmsb{t, very inleresting and -truly instructive dis-
fuistion e sl ject of slavery, and its relations to the chris-
a cirreh, whicl well deserves the auention of the niere Lis-
torical scholar us well as the friend of true relimion. We ﬁn!:l
evidence enough of the continuance of (s terrible social abuse
in Eurcpe far_down towards modern ‘limes; references ltu its

© Presence meet ides; it mi i
P us on all sides; it might seein in one view even

:‘:r)“héwg i‘ouud a sanclury i the bosom of the church itself, For
» lind here also the ownership of slaves, in the form directly

" W A : ;
f church property and in the service of the ministers of religion.

inl'c‘\‘;:li :::cgﬁslllry th? from tie to. lime to restrain abuses that
frew aut of | ml ;:\1 amoug ceelesinstics and religious houscs
. aul for one beut on making outa dark picture of the
Cli l!f.‘-l ges, for the purpose of laying it all to (he account of the
th}:rc h :}s‘u then stood, it wonld be easy encugh to derive from
mlsrg'unillur %loue the most ample material for denuncintion and
II.I‘II:[ ;::G[ ;r'LIIu L waos in truth a dark time, a period of wild disorder
illustrntions (Jfl nlllglfu(lllésﬁ'rtjl{eagf e maapean world. b e
—  of 1 sl nanners meet us even in com-
E:rl[sﬁl;ilgé;ﬁ \3:;{?; céﬁgm slllllailI \_thz say of the fact, that even
0 lle ey the Irish

I:-n.glrsh sluves of merchunls’.},r robbers nnzlvflzfn?;; U;I!]t:ln:le](itlgt =
quite common even for parents in England ta scll thc:ir= ;\T:
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children into such miserable servitude ! But what now was the
part taken by the Churely, as o public historical institution, in
regard Lo this monsirous system?  To this queslion, so soon ns
we refer to her own authoritative acts and declarations, there is
bitt one answer and that immediately at band.  From first to
Inst, hor influence has heen steadily dirccted nguinst slavery. -
Under no circumstunees hos she ullowed herself to be bribed
into its service, so as to Iend her countenance and sanction to it
a3 something good in the social order of the world.  She had «
philosophy of lier own here, far more sublime than that taught
cither by Plato or Acistotle, which she never relinquished fora
moment, in the face of any amount of interest, pawer or fushion,
arraycd ou the opposite side.  Her whole theory of man’s por-
sonalily, and of lis relations te God, went in full opposition to.
the relation in question, and so fur as it gained ground could not
fail to sap and undermine always mare and more the whole sys-
tem of thought on which it depended. That this opposition
wis at the sane time patient, that it Jid not expend iteell at once

in o whirlwind of fanaticism, that it prolracted itsell with a wiza -

acconmmudation to circumstunees from one age to anothier, in the
midst of all sous of dificully and discouragement, only servea
the more impressively o commend it to our admiration and re-
spect, only goes the more fully to characterise the agency ms
gomething greater thdh mere humanily and in affiniy with
God. '

Not only was the genernl doctring of the church a guiet pro-
test continually against sluvery, there was o continual exercise
besides of ceclesinsticnl legislution, all Iooking towards it as an
evil and aiming o liwit and restrain its abuses. It is remarka-
Dble that from first Lo Tast this ageney never swerved from the one
direction ; its scope was alwnys the same. That manifold eor-
ruptions and abuses prevailed among the ministers of religion
themselves, that the disorders of the time extended in the per-
sons of many ecclesinstics 1o the very bosom of the sanctoury
itgell, is nol to be questioned for a mowent ; the evidence of it
is found at large in the ccclesiastical monuments of every age;
but this enly malkes it the mare wonderful, that the spirit of the

system as a whole should notwithstanding have remained true

always to the cnuse of lumunity and merey. The decrees of
couneils, the voice of the chiareh in ber corporale capacity, her
universal policy and legislation, were ever on the side of right-
cousness and freedom and in opposition 1o tyranical wrong.
She regarded hersell from the beginning as the refuge of the
" distressed, the andvecate and helper of the needy ; and so the causs

“mense number of slhyes bequeathed by o

" not chiecked and softened by u pow
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gfl' thc, s{uvc.nlso was viewed as her natural and
1lc was their patroness and guardian, and it w
tIa ay claim to her protection in this character.
1I1em 13~stnk1ngly' shown by the fact, that it w
u}lré\sc:swho I{ad offended their masters (o 1y 1o the christian: tem-
{in“ ‘w an f}b_\:'flllﬂ from their wrath ; in which cose her media-
tion ﬁnn(? f;:l rcn:lly‘tu be powerfully exereised in their favor.
ML éo:gﬁ?mei,recs orf ctouncils bearing upon (his object
, o perform manumissions | .
for the paroaamen 10 sions in the churches
malking iliem more sol :
: ! cemn, and to plage 1l
wio ware thus set free moro | i . Finder the
g more Immediniely and ful]
care of the same powe dor. Ty e
, il and tender motl T i
of freed slaves was loals ol e Jnection
i as looleed wpon as her specin? trust
custom wos introduced of ding slaves 1o hor ance e
! recommending slaves (o her
will or otherwise, for (| [ necomplishmant o g
ot , 1¢ more eflectual neconiplisl i
enmancipation either af onge or e e T
or ¢ orat some fulure ti i
S T : ne. In this
paif;s :::c l(;'ula:f ::? il::d]‘ e .illlnfgc proprirty in slaves herself, and alt
aken lndeed (o incrense this sitle : Lt i
e thale ook ities hul it was a tenure
tutage rather than [y g
Sty wdvnoinge ant her own, and looked townrds
b ultimate purpose and aj
{ ‘ ! Im. Inthe end ii
regulation was introduced, forbiddine ced inie s
orbidding them to | i
pegulr 1& 8 5 them 1o be passed into the
m‘]gdl? c:!f;e‘:?:.ilql':;[?astgtf , lhe)f; are 1'(¢igurdcd 5 CDI]S]CCI‘IilBl] to Glodl,
s 08 1o e changed at o]f it must he f
.only, and nit for any ' L of (g (rotorm
3 other bondnge, T '
y ' t . 1e zeal of the Churel
again for the redem i ontributed
i plton of enptives, must have i
powerfully 1o the ahalitior , i 1wa Ko e
g Lof slavery. This we
o ihe . we
the most extaordinary charneter, stopping at ‘]t.now il
accomplishinent of ifx object ,“.T?l[c)z g‘;‘} tmes of o v he
ject. mluence of it was so
:"l’r]llllélllll itthe more salulary, as it wag developed precisely at the (ime
e Of_wl.']ls T{USL neml‘ml‘. that is, in those ages when the disso-
ﬂuclmtions]ﬁr' oman empu’c,! the irruption of the barbarians (he
Sl =0 nitny peoples, and the ferocity of the invad:
nations, rendered wiorg o ations 5 copetn S
: so frequent, revolutions d
: L el cquent, ons =0 constanl, a
h}éié(ﬁi’:cr;lic-mlrm'w so lahitad and prevailing,  Wilout (tﬁ:xl
1L and Bberating intervention of chiristianity, the im.
1e old society to the
been augmented more
& force prevails, if iy be
erful element, the human
ecessary result of which is

proper charge,
as_their privilege
Her relution 1o
a3 common for

new, far from diminishing, would have
and more 5 for wherever the law of brul

race becomes rapidly debased, the n
the incrense of slavery.
o E‘]\gc;lsrfill:li! m;& prq(endb however to follow in detail the couree -
and achien, by which the Church cant;
of o ) on, e Uhurch continued to wres-
e with this giant evil from cenlury to century, until it fell finelly
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beneath the strcnl_%iill of her arms,  The general process 15:LEA1‘UI
itulated by Balmes: ) .
rc?l;.‘l‘ti?slzlshc lj:mdly teaches the truth concerning thc}fh{gnft}i [?;
man; she defines the obligations of masters and s'im cI:s e
declares them equal before God, and thus c0|11P}chryl}( e8 rc gl‘
the degrading theories which stain the writings even DI ]aB g{ic“-
est philosophers of antiquity. She then comes 1? tml pPL "
tion of ‘her doctrines: she Jabors (o improve the trew gx?n e
slaves; shestrugeles against the atrocious right Uf}]lfﬂ aln tdcnu =
she opens her templesto them as asylums, and w ?cni ]eybst'Fute
thente, prevents their being il treated 5 she luhm.f; o f:p lﬂm
public tribunals for private vengennce. At the same u\n;.::. "lu
sho guarantees the liberty of the enfranchised, b‘yl conn;..c m;lm
with religions motjves, she defends that of Uhose born llec, ;
labors to close the souvces of slavery, by displaying l'ic most
active zenl for thic redomption of captives, by opposing the mm;
rice of the Jews, by procuring for men wheo were sold ensy m{:ftﬁr
of recovering their liberty, The Ghurch gives an examp Lb
mildness and disinterestedness ; she facilitates Cllli}!][:l‘palilﬂl],l ¥
admitting slaves into monasterics and _the eeclesinstica s.ala e(i
she fucilitates it by all(he other means thal chunt){ spggcslls 5 .5::“
thus it is, that in spite of the decp roots of Elmlcly_il.l n;ml N
sagiely—in spite of the perturbation caused by the 1rup tl'mv f
the batbarinns—in spite of so many wors and an'nmlures IDI 'Cw::-
ry kind, which in great measure paralyzed the clluct} 0 :2 ﬁng
lating and beneficent aclion—we yet see slavery, 1‘1:}L[ dis ue
and leprosy of ancient civilization, Tapidly dm'umsli xln_n 'g
christiana, until it finally disappears.  Certainly in a Lu's u]c
discover no plan conceived and concerted by men. But \Pu (r.z
observe therein, in the absence of that plan, such l“}u}"l'o' Le? .
dencics, such n perfect identity of views, and such smni arity lrf
the means, that we have the clearest demonstration of the civi

izing and liberaling spirit contained in Catholicity. Accurate -
observers will no doubt be gratified in beholding, in the picturo -

which T have here exhibited, the admirable concord \Viﬂ.l \wf.hlc]’:
the period of the empire, that of the iruption of the bmbnr?‘xi\ns,
and that of feudlity, all tended towards the same cn(}. ‘ "llcy
will not regret the poor regularity which distingrishes the exclu-

sive work of man; they will love, I repeat it; to collect all the

facts scattered in seeming disorder, fram the forests of (.n'crmlmEy
10 the ficlds of Beotia—from the banks of the Thames lot m::g
of the Tiber. 1 have not invented i]lcsc facts; I have Pl(lnll'md
out the periods, and cited the councils, The .rendcr '\\ifi mu,'
at the end of the volume, in the original and in full, the tex
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of which T have given an absiract or synopsis ; thus he may
fully convince himsell that I have not deceived him.? “ Wa
may now inquire of M. (uizot whiv were the oher causes, the
other ideas, \he other principles of civilization, the great devel-
opment of which iu his own werds was neeessary, ¢ to abolish
this cvil of evils, this iniruity of iniquitics,’—Where is (he idea,
the custom, the institution, which, born an the owside of Cliris-
tinnity, contribuled (o the abolition of slavery? Let any one
point out to us the epoch of ifs foundaiion, the time of its devel-
opment ; Tet him show us that it had not its origin in Christioni-
Iy, and we will then vonfess that the Intter cannat exclusively
lay claim to the glorious tiile of haviug ubalished that degraded
condition 5 and he may be sure hat this shall ot prevent our

- exulting that idea, custom or institution, which took part in e

- great and noble enterprise of Liberating the human race.”—P.

114, 11s.

- There is enly too much forea it the following apostrophe,
which is mude eloguently o wind up the whole discussion, ng
directed towards o eertain style of Protestantism that is ever
Teady to put itself forwanl ns the whole interest in its Wue form,
But we consider it, ns aligndy seeu, n prostitution of this nune ;
for its symputhics are against the honor of the Church and in
lengue with infulelity and ralionalism.  The true Protestani
faith rejoices in the glorious nehicvments of the old Catholic
Clurch, and has no wisl 10 1ob her of a single leaf that belonga
to the full folinge of her praize. ,

¢ We may beallowed now o inquire of the Protestant chureh-

es, of. Lhose ungrateful daughters, who, niter having quitted the
bosorn of tleir mrother, atiempt to calumniate and dishonor her,
Where were you when the Cutholic Church accomplishad
Tiurope the immeise work of the abolition of slavery 7 and low
can you veniure to reproach her with sympuhizing with seevi-
tade, degruding man, and usurping his viehis? . Can yoie then
present uny such claine, entitling you to the gratitude of the lu-
man race ! Wihat part can you claim in that great work, which
prepared thie way for the duvelopent and grandeur of Buro-
pean civilization 7 Catholiciry alone, withow YOUr coneurrence,
completed the wark; and she nlone wonld have conducted B,
rope to its lofty destinies, if you had not come o interrupt thu
mafestic mareh of its migluy paiions, by urging thent info u path
bordered by precipices ; a path, whose end s concealed by dark-
ness whicly the eye of God alone ean pieree.”

"T'rue Profestantisim of course cannot agree to this fast theught,
that the Reformation served oaly to interrupt the enward march
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of civilization. It claims to be itsclf rather the proper legit.
mate succession and conlinuation of this glorous. march.  The
precipices indeed are not 1o be disputed, and 1he dorkness thay
shrouds the future is just now sufliciently appalling ;. but who
shall say that all this is not the necessary condilion of the gener-
al movement Hsell, a erisis that must needs be met and over-
come in order to its full and final mnstery of all the clemenis
required to make it complete?  The dangers that beset growth
form no argunient in favor of & perpetunl childhood, however
full of promise.

Afier nving shown that it was Catholicity that removed the
fundamental obstacle to all social progress, by cleansing Juvope
from Lhe foul leprosy of slavery, our auther goes on to consider
its agency in the erection of the magnilicent edifice itsell which
is now known by the name of Furopean civilization ; snmming
up firgt in briel statement fis principal perfections, as follows :—
# he individund snimated Dy a lively sense of ivis pwn dignity,
abounding in activity, perseverance, energy, and the simuba-
neons develapment of all his Mmenlties; woman clevated ta the
manic of the cengert of iman, and as it were recompensed for the
duly of obedienee by the vespecifol vezards Invished upon her;
the gentleness and constuney of family tics, protected by the
powerful guarantens of pood order and justice ; an admirable pub-
lic conseience, rich in maxims of sublime morlity, in laws of
justice and equity, in sentimients of honor and dignily ; a con-
seience which survives the shipwrecek of privale morality, and
does not allew unblushing corruption to reach the heiglit which
it did in anbguity 5 o general milduess of manners, which in
war prevents great excesses, and in peaee renders life more than.
quil and pleasing 3 o profound respect for man, and afl that be.
longs ta him, which makes private acis of vielence very uncom-
mon 5 and in all political constitutions serves as o salutary cheek
an governmenis; an ardent' desire of perfection in all depari-
ments; an irresistible tendency, somelimes ill-directed, but al.
ways active, to imprave the condition of the many; a secrel
impulse (0 protect the wenlt, 10 suceour the unfortunite—nn
impulse which sometimes pursnes its conrse with mencrons ardor,
amd which, whenever it is unable to develop itsell, retaing in
the heart of society, and produces there the uneasiness and dis.
quietnde of remorse ; o cosmopolitan spirit of univessality, of
propagandisin, an inexhanstible Tund of resonrees to grow young
again withont danger of perishing, and for self-preservation in
the most important junetures; a gencrous impatienee, which
longs to anticipate the future, and produces on incessunt move-
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ment and agilation, sorel
gomelim i i
ally the gm%na of r’rrent hcmfﬁ[s:]d:]%lcwug, o goner.
ly 1l sof o and the symploms of a sty
My ! : ympl a slrong
llinn-[(i;fllxc fﬂfuig;‘m ;’auf,ll_l_llrc'lhc great characteristics which dixg
T an civibzulion ; such are (] i
uish. opean ; e features which -
.p}lu},c 1Lm a ranke jmmensely siperior w that of all otlier eivili-
z.ll‘urJ}QS, anctent ot moderm.¥— P, 115 '
“The mind, wl i e | -

i when e i 5 an civilizal
perionte ul, wl " 'mlm_npl.ilmg 1_.113'0170.1:1 civilizalion, ex-
Mesesso | any dillerent Binpressions, is atirered by o muny
un'{:o 5 \\' tich al, the same time etajin jis attention and prefer-
enee, 1al, du:nnctl by the magnifieent epectacle, it s ddavzled
wu(v ;1[1]0“ s}nul whers to comnitnee (hg examiittion.  The hest

¥ I such o case is o simplify : :
\ ; ¥s Lo decowpose the conmlex
:v * LTTY T H = i ry : Ny Dl,'
};;:;;‘};d ;cd;:u, it l,:O ils Tmplcst clements, ~ 7%e 'iu.diuiryimf tha
WYy @ sociely 5 these we layve i
‘ ; sC ¢ thorouglily 10 ex
and these ought 1o | stihij inqurics e e
EC ought Lo e the subjects of oup ingu i ,
pnd (h 2 stbjects {utrdes, 10 we syre-
:;flil: “lll lully ]umlcrsmm]mg these three elenents, as they roally
e themselves, and apart from 1he gf; inti il dy
_ 1 slisht varistions which
Lomselves, an i : do
:l?lll c'Illl‘L[LiL[Slltu LTCHL'{H ilu‘nropcnn civilization, with all its rclieg
and corels, will be presentod 1o our v; il il
ita 2 presente Ir view, like a fonile
and his‘d..lii.“ril]: im!d:—:c.’lpc it up by the morming sun —;T‘lum‘:
fgg:: ;:;l!ht:.-;m;r.l .ISJ lll[i)DSFl}SSlUll l\l!’ the principal truths with re.
namadand, fo the tidily, nnd o socielv - 5 3 i
that.it owes all (hat i1 js it s D3 JUi8 (0 this
atabds and all that it s, Nowlier
o : ] Js Nowliere liave the
l:i‘L\‘;] I]Ii)ll::}l(!., the rrue rclnimns. and object of these (hree things
et 2 ‘CII understood i in Tinrope 5 with respeet to tliem
o m}rllgtc _u’c.:r‘i, scn!mwni\s and views, which have liecss wnniiilg
" civilizations,  Now thege i ing
| s, Jthese ddeas and Teelings, stegnoly
i . uie ) leas slings, strong
l:i]\*rsfdﬂ onthe face of Idnropean nntions have inorulated lhnni}r
W5, ihanners, instintions, custains, ane
_ ' Hint, 15, and Jangunee; ther ur
inbaled with the air, for i & the whole ar
ury for they have inipregn;
i . liry for the E guated the whole -
mogphere-with their vivifying aroni, o what is 1his owjne
o the fact. that Lo g 0 whal is this owing 7
e I]:)\'.’ t : _i.um.pc,. frl)r mrlmy centuries, has had within jis
: eriul principle, whiclh preserves, pr
0sain erful : CH preserves, propagntes, ang
f{ji(r:trmff's[ ihe truth 5 and 1L was especinlly in (hose imes uf’(lliIIi-
Ll'!L)I,I when the L[l.f(!l‘gilll'lzml socicty had to assume n new form
nsz'cn fu{s’. regenerting principle liad 1he greatest illnence and
]Incu( gu?[r : .lunu lins pssed away, mrent changes have tuken
;Imd ; Hu 1alivity s undersone vigy vicissitudes in is powey
atiuence on society ; hut rivilizgnion. i ‘ ‘
' : - IVilizalion, ils worle, wy
ol § lely ;- ! 3 5, was oo
il IES;'L}U be FL.lsﬂy deslroy ed 3 the impulse which hind bheen triven
| e Was oo powerlul and well seeured (o be oasily diver
led fram its course,”— 2 117118 o "
We h: n 10 follow 11 i
oy h;:i.(\]r: noor[c]mtrln to {qlluw the argument, in s trentiment of
se hoads, 1e sub el
Ubjectof the individual, Balines tokes up
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Giuizol's nation of the fccling of pnrsm_ud 1ndependcnfc?l]m](;?i%;
ing 10 the Novthern barbarians, as llm_"mg' been O-P?'IP {iql;:lc‘\l:d
and most productive ]’)I:!l]l:l;)l::s‘ of Burepean civi lznl suEil .
shows it to be o pure fiction, 1 fie I_}:lr.hzr'.;-!an 'scnizm'cul,l nch s
it was, far from being an n_lcmf:nl. of cn'lhzn!}_nn, Wl}?eﬁ!:c;?is :
erfully in favor only of disorder atid lgnrhm_rsm.l Deithor &3
triie, that the ancient nations, and p:u‘llculu'lly ‘t l(..' l !“ —
Tlomans, as Guizot preiends, hinel no taste for personi \-Ev,’ifutplliey
ance, no sense of ihcmselv(‘:s us individual men. ]i'rruit i
wanied wus the comprefiensiun «f 'Lhc trhe anid pmp{:r]( or !_yb'
an. the sense of human personality as it comes Lo fight oniy d)
Amoug the ancienis the individual was vm_icn ¥
ety as (e sironger boddy @ thus the blindest

man. t
the Gospel. i
overwhelnted hi\’ EﬂUi.tiI:\" ‘_
fgsion and ciiaiion s (
?ali{bilr?;xt:!;nrdilmlion anil rebellion; ready to hurst forth cU{lllr::ualel?;
in the most terible e.\rplnsmn'ﬁ. Christionivy, hy sclllln?r IR "
consciously Tn a relation 1o Guod which was lllglhcr til:mc :to
which bound them to the Swe had a pow cr{n l[‘fl_ll L-|]=3:1ql
promole the gense of personal respansibilily and 5o lll prtin io;m
independence.  ‘I'n Lier influehre therefore :}_Iurae, o lic -Eur?;rlife
aducation of the Church, and not to any heriinge o’f Siwu? life
is to e aseribed beyond all donbt the new nn.[l \uril 3,:r :ix‘imn
roncnplinn of man’s pursmml nature, -(iml_ cl'llms 50']-{'“?:-5’ o
the modern civilizadion, :.uul that forms in il so girl ding u con
trast with all the civilizations that huve gone before. e
I the individanl mwes so much in this way fo lhq,ml uence
of Catholicity, it is clear that the obligation is not less in 1]1!3 cnse
of the fumily.  The improvement of the last is ncccss].lr{ y Lj:[]w:l
ditioned indeed by the Bight in swhich the first is regare el ; :)
it turns specially, we muy ay, on the proper ulu\-.l'twn. of “r .
man. It is peknowledged now on nll !1:151[‘5, thal wonman 0\:1:
w10 Christianity.  No one will pretend however, that
the wm[cc"zwcunmlisllml by it in her fuvor dies only fron}l the
sixieenth century. Lt falls far baek into those nges of dnf mn;u‘
and disorder that went before. Tt forms part of the \'ns“l _p121cc‘5;
by which the structure of modern society wns)slm\'iy rajae u'u
of the chaos of Larbarism, centuries before I m!calnnlﬁl_z }\ni
born ; and it is to lI)c rc!;;rrml here plainly, not to any accidenin
rencies that may have m the | ure
;;Tsinnlltggc!hcr to 3hdr teaching and discipline, pprscvpnngl{y_ -llmnln'
inined in apposition to the downward tendencies with which e:.lm
was surraunded. It wos her powerful authority in this \‘ril_Y
alone, which served to raise woman to her proper rqnl[clns the
companion ef man, to clothe the iden of warringe wilh 113 true

everythin

clusely joined with the spirit

md place on the outside of the Church,
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. sanclity, to fix its nccessary meles and bounds by excluding po-
Iygemy and divoree, and s to place the domesiic censiitation
on the high footing it is found to oceupy in the modern world.
“ 1 we bat read the bisiory of the middie ages, of hat immense
scene of violence, where the barbarian, stiving Lo break the
honds which civilization altempted 1o impuse on him, appearsso
wividly ; if we recollect that the Church was obliged, 1o keep

. guord incessantly b vigilunily, nof only to prevent the ties of

~martiage: from being broken, but even o preserve virging, (and
aven those whovere dedicated 10 Goll.) fron vielenee ; we shall
clearly sce, that'if she had not opposed herself as a wall of liass
to the torrent of sensualily, the palaces of kings and the casiles
of seignears would have speedily become hieir seraglios and ha-
rems,  Amd what wonld have happened in the other elosses?
They would have followed the same course; and the women of
Burope would have rvemnined in the sinfe af degradiion in
whiel the Mussulman women sill are.”  Guizot refers the im-
proveinent of the fumily o the feudal system, and it s fashiona.
ble.with others, we know, to muke the spirit of chivalry o main
enuse of the dirnity to which woman has heen advaneed. in
modern society.  But what power was it thatbrought this better
sentiment 1o pass, i the bosom of thc old barbarfun life? It
“the feadal ford, returning to his eastle, Tound one wile there, and
net many, to what was that ewipg 7 Who forbade hin to abuse
his power, by turning his house info a haretn?  Who bridled
bis pussions, and prevented his making victims of his Gmid vas-
tals?  Burely these were the dectrines and morals introtuced
into Burape’ by the Catliolic Chureh; it was the striet iaws
which she imposed as a bwier to Uie invasions of the passions;
therefore even if we suppose (hal feudality did produce this
good, it is owing still 10 the Cholic Chareh.” Chivalry, in-
stead of raising woinan to the character of dignity it allows her,
supposes heralrendy raised nod surrounded with respect, Tt has
heen attempted indeed to find the origin of its worship fur her
in the munners of (e Germans, on {he strength of some vagrug
sxpressions uszed in regand (o them by Tacituz. Bt even Gui-
rot himsell declares this to be of no Torce.  Dalmes shows it Lo
bo absolulely absaed. 1 dn not sce,” lig says il Lthe close of
his exmnination, % why we shoufd seek in the Torests of the bai-
bariuns for the origin of one of (e finest attributes of our civili-
ration, or why we should give (o (hose natious virlues of which
they showed =0 litde evidence when they invaded the countrica
of the sowth.”  Aud what fieast that beats in unison with the
ouly irue religion, we ask, can wish (o see it robbed of any pol-
tun of its proper credit in th's way T
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Centuries of lnborimﬁ training cn!.]cr én;?w::h(:UCSE?“::;?\T[]?:
our modern society. Here 18 opened o ; ‘ y
benelicent aguncly 01!: t};c Ghulrcl]:, u}iI{ih::liLl%ﬁLES{'Ourf t']l:; }Ti{!z(zgc;r

jon, on o seale of the most magnilicent grandeur, tho HIKe

]\?l::;::?i[:’nny‘\hc mosi Temote approximation ‘V]l‘fc“’_‘? “0%\:}‘){;‘.:
else to e seen in the whole compass of human history. i\"c lthi's
figinl observers they must be indeed who c“?“m{p?m-?:s o this
fact, ar who fail o be aflected by it with any SIU.I OI 1 C}Ilmrch'
admiration. 1t is something very wonderful, 1 1:1{ :1(; Church,
throurh so long o series of centuties and in the mids l? e
darkness and sin, should have handed down the worxﬁ (ol

gy, of christian doctsine, in so complete o form to mot l.l"ll mcd:
Thut errors and corruptions should have gathered npon i ,'1I ol
ine in the end (o be setaside by wise refornation, lslllot{.sll;zﬂzmi
the only wonder is rather, thatafl fell not mtu}m};iz ess “ill‘li oad
and ¢onfusion.  And yet gvery condid suholdrru;n\\f m.rhria.
was nol the case.  Thegrand lines and angles o I'L‘IO F:Jl o chiia
tian fith, the fuunds;liuns :mlll uc_:}llm:llls ol'utl;ﬁ]‘!:;nif:l:i :)mpli)inws x

strine, however disfigured with the carvings I
g?;;g:i!,ims, are o worlk wronglht out and purpctym_tc‘d l}:lr :I\l\?hllflc:
of the world lufore Hie Heformation :_u}(] 'h_c [:IJ[ITL-I;IC,; which
this has o be regarded as coming from Gad, mal:? 'n{\ ]'Sn)lc ng (he
necessary inward completion of that zullcjcn.L fuit 1].11 t] Dot its
radical subversion. Dt the athical work of lh? (l:t (fln|11-lliu
full as grand and imposing, o say the lcz:‘sl, ult)‘E'“?n:}ggicl:c,e"’
Balmes rofers here with great furce (o the  pu e ¢ cience”

of madern Buropean society, so rich in sublime ma,\Pn]mlstr or
ality, in rules of justice and equiry, in sclrjulmc'nlzuoum n m;‘u]e
dignity ; of which for the mast part o lul_ti_:lcl:l nt i henvz
just besause it flows around s on a}ll sides ice the ELI s
en, but which necds ouly to be set in comparison ‘\\(-1' 1 \g hu ve
find i other orders of civilization, Lo give us ay laéa ol 1

superiorily. _ .

n{‘f?‘f\ioﬁlﬂn SD(:'ll):Iy’, it would scen, ought 1o ich.mh.cr'ned Iil::
rorruption of the old, since it was formed out of its um{]s;:, :rlvc
time when its morals were most dissolute. | We .111:{5{“0 uuuiul .
that the isvuption of e barbariwns, fur l‘rum. implx DE\EE“" sol unly‘;
gontributed un the contrary to malke it worse; and this, 1110b.“'_l

on account of (he corruption belonging 1o thm_rﬁfarcic anl ; 1;1;:“

manuers, but alse on account c_)f 1!1_9. disorder 13111(31 ncl;_-(‘_.un g

the nations they invaded, by violating laws, ‘lhl_uwmﬁ' ILllii 21:“

nars and customs into confusian, and destroying nhl'i-m 1;}531.[

Whence it follows that the Iinprovement -of pix ll.bl_ 1(!,[': 1 o

among 1nodern nations is a very singular faet; and that tiap
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gress can only be altributed to the influence of the netive and
energelic principle, which has existed in the bosom of Europe
for s0 many centuries.”’— 22, 164, i .

Itis ensy enough to find disurders which this new civilization
has never yet sueceeded in bringing to an end ; itis casy enough
to find thewn in the bozomt of the Church itsell; Lut the true

. ocension for admiration is, that in such circomatanees as wo
know to have attended her caceer she was not compleiely horne
down and carried away by the tide of barbariam, that us a 5ys-
tewm her voiee and arm were steadily exerted in fuvor of virtue
and right, and (hat her power in this direetion gradually brouglit
to pass the magnificent moral result which we see accamplished
it the elose of tlicse barbarous times.

Manners have been imbued in niodern society with a certain
gentlencess and mildness, of which the civilization of the ancient
world bad no conception.  Gur author refers here (o the public
spectacies of the Romans, among other fucts, in evidence of the
brutal spirit with which they were animated 5 in which connec-
tion he is furced, as a Spaniard, o take some notice of the re-
proaclt cast upon his own country for herbuli-fights. . The prac.
tice is honestly condemned, whilst oceasion is taken Lowever to
show that it is a very smnll ubuse indeed as compared with the
bloody tragedies of the old amphitheaire.  Whenee has the jm-
provement of modern manners come? Manifestly from e
Ghoreh,  Slie was e fountnin of ofder and law, when no
eonservative power besides conld mulie itsclf folt. Age alter
age she wrestled with the wild passions of barbarous or half-
harbarous men, laboring in sl ways o subdue them to the idea
of right and merey, to put an end to violence, lo make reason
and justice of more force thau blind selfwill, Not only her
doctrine, but her discipline also, wns always powerfully turned
in this diveetion.  Beelesinmicul decrees and cunons, passed by
council afler council, are still extant furnishing the most smple
tegtimony to this fact.  In all available ways, and at all timey,
we find this besign power, the genius of n new social crention,
interposing its august sunctions on the side of the weak and de.
feaceless sgainst all soris of awlessnessand wrong, oflering itself

.ns the asylum of the oppressed, and moulding the wsages und
sentiments of o bwrbarous peried to the law of christian cliarity
and peace. .

~ “In what spirit,” our author exclaims afier glancing at some

examples Leve i point, “ must they read the liistory of the
Clnrreh, who do not feel the beauty of the picture presented Lo
us by the mulitude of regulations, scarcely indicated here, ull
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1 the weak ngainst the sitong?  The clergy and
mouks, on account of (le weakness consequent on their peace-
ful profession, find in the canons which we have just quote

peeuliir protection 3 but the same is gronied to femnles, ta pil-
rinis, ta werelhants, 1o villagers travelling or engrged iu rural
fubars, and t@ hensts of Inbor—in & word, to all” that i wealt s
and chserve that this protection is not o MEE passing elfort of
generasily, huta sysient practised n witlely GitTecont places, con-
tinued for centuries, developed and applied by all the meons
(hat charily suggests—a Sysiehy incxhmustible in resources and
contrivances, hoth in producing good and in preventing evil.
And surely il ennnat be saidh that the Cliuweh was influenced in
this by views of selfinterest o what interested motive could she
have in preventing the gpotintion of an abscute traveller, the vio-
lence inilicied on 1 peot faborer, or the insult aflered to adefence-

9 The spirit which then anfmated her whatever

Jess womon !
might be the abnsee which were introduced during unhappy

times, was as it_now is the spirit of God himselfi—that spirit
which continuaily communicates 1o ler s0 marked an incling-
tion fowards gondness and ustice, and always urges hey to real-
ize by any possible means fier sublime desires. 1 {gnve the rea-
der 10 judze, whether o wal the coustant efforts of the Chureh
10 banish he dominion of farce from the bosom of socicly were

likely to improve manners’—P. 183 .
he amelioration of manned is closely connected with {he
spirit of public penelicense.  This was unknown mnong the
ancicnts, - Individeals may have been bepeficent in some instan-
ces, bot all public charity was wanting. No reguri] wos hud by
socicty assuch (o the unfostunate,  Jence, among other abuscs,
infanticide ani slavery prevailed on all sides, The Church set
her face steadily against tliese evils.  But the case required far
more than this. A vust syalem of charitable sentiment and
_charitable oction was 1o be formed in the bosam of society, dire-
wnt jowards the reliel and support of all clnsses of the indigent
familiarity with this now prevents us from

and wretched,  Qur
seeing ils greainess and difficully. Lt us however fransport our-

aclyes in thought Lo thie time
there wag nol even the first idea of heneficener in any sucl

form, sl we way {het be able to do some justice perhaps to
dhe merits of that mighty spiritual agent tirough which so great
n worle was brought to pass. « It is one thing to found and
maintnin an establishment of {Iiis kkind, when a great number of

tending to protec

similar ones aleeady

resourees, and srength sullicient to protect oll interests ; but it is

when all was unknown, when”

, exist——whan’ governments possess immenso
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a very dilferent thi i :

ces. when thcrcui:l:x% lo csfiabhsh a muliitwde of them inall pla-
lﬂlimpravisa ina tlmu‘::\?:‘f I\i'{')t)};cﬂconie?-‘ when it js "CCCEEH;Y
when pablic ¢ o e 16 indispensable -

vi D[el‘ltpl mss‘i%n‘;ut‘lll‘!ftn?’_ has no prestige or pl' orce to u:cglcilllllgfﬁﬁ
T N ns “l‘fu"_.‘a*!“*,“‘ gain wvery Whing on which th 1e
antism; the first anl rmz_ ¢rn times, singe the existence of I)rulcciy
- was accomplished C} of these things has heen done; the sm:oE 1
et I b obyorom] u(:!ﬂm;xluf; hefore by the Catholic (3’]mrch . aﬁ(}
wies in fuvor of Jull I’\'\IML h'as Leen done in Protestant Eum(
giﬂv'il'nment, acls \l\lnjr;lb\\]?:?g t:fccsli:' !_1{ns‘hecn flowo by tcls (;l:
the happy r o necessarily inspired by the vi

H 05[;)?1)1,1 I;CSHL:]I:IS lsll]l”—:f}l::‘{ nhkuu'cd !’rum simi];nr inseii:ll:itm‘):}"’v of
the cotliost 1limes n]d k.imh'ud institutions, emine inis vicn,'frolﬂ
object of spocial C,’IIIIIII; m l!im charge of the bishops, and as an
thy ancient flfnra;;iasm}d‘ legistation.  The learned know \‘.']ll'lt
S uid -” ' W C.l e~—places of charity, where poor wi[l]-
refige and Slilppm'l I I:j"]d-m‘l- mlu;r unfortunate persons, found
overthrow all prt'\’iolu e lrrupion of the barbarians tended t
it multiplied m;gc . rs provisions for the velicf of the poor, w} -10
glhu-"”l’ sucoimb 1&) Hl:til;dm‘:\';‘iruétt 01? 1e\'c;'y direction.  Did :;12
She ouly ir ¢ Lorre desolation 7 ;

nssumc{])t a.“’é]!‘lf:‘f ;fcl}srl'ff with new zeal to the task sllgxé lrllf(lnlliilt':s-
die poor and b ¢ ag}lcd herself continually the guaidian ;?’
~which had been b)r: .rm'c 5311]1;2::]: cv'nry eﬂbi-L to save the mepcrw
o devise new means and ways f.cli'lel(iul,?, :le'ﬁiﬁl use, and sel hersell

io. - - .
o the new fornns of want with which she f, snswerable olwnya

was surrounded, The

uence L il b
g1 I s 1 lh lL'ld m (} G
Qv nee Q "o C canons g, Oluicl[ﬂ
T (i o l ' o i H 1} I l
] 1

mast unsetled and | i
? harbarous | 9 i
P and barbq imes.  In the sixth e
" . F e ‘
anﬂ; m((l: 1;;}lscéf]qmml1g ti\'cry fown lo inaintain its (R\L"l!\‘{;o;fc
aced under the speciul care o i .
Lopers arc | 0 r spociul care of the bidops, w
e chm'chhﬁlulll(l!gy “"‘u;: provided with foed and clnllullili?{!bél\:h(}
| Of,.c]mu,enl]fpli n}nprovfng the mndiliuuéof I‘yri:
L 0 arily wliicl has bee i .
] haviy - hiis beenr so el disp i
o Il?é::, is extrenmely ancient in the Church l;lr:;;lf[Rngl ih
eentury (h .r;\(:ls nlrpad_y an inspector of prisons ; e '13151?‘.[1
o Sundﬁ ° .ust of the churgh wis obliged to !\'isil Llj‘lr. ca.
on all Su Lhig sc’)limijt c}nss L:_];JCI'II!]iHﬂIS was exeluded I{?m??nl?h
icl citude. 1e archd : .
b le. archdencon was ho ‘lec
lnendcc‘lul]:ﬁ’:lmdh!o fuuus‘h them, by menns of a prtlrlel([)ln [(? o
mefded | );erltf' I]Sll])op, with food and oll they stood in nlﬁflam-
e lr_;i‘] y the 20ih eanon of the couneil of 6:‘10'(){.
19. iese are only hints of whal was done lzydltll[zlz

A1 rch il] ﬂ y
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Middle Ages. Tirrars and nbuses may linve attended the work
in some of its details.  Dut it is a miserable spirit that can be
blinded by thesa to the majesty that belongs to il as a whele, or
that is hindered in this way from sccing and acknowledging the
stupeadous result to which it husled in the suin total of what
we eall modern civilization.

A truly benutiful and sublime exemplification of the benevo-
lent.spirit of.the Church, is presented to us by the religious ar-
ders for the redemplion of captives instituted in the thireenth
century.  Through all previons ages, ns we have belore seen,
this object was one that lay specially near to the catholic heart.
In the period now meationed hewever il acquired o peculior
promizence, by reason of 1he long wars in which the Christian
world had come to be involved with the Infidels. * In conse-
quence of these, a very great number of the fuithful groaned in
fetters, deprived of their liberty and country, and olten in dan-
ger of upostntizing from the fuith of their futhets, The 3oors
still occupied n considerable part of Spain; they reigned exclu-
sively on the consts of Africa, and mroudly trivphed in the
East, where the Grasaders lind been vanquished,  'I'he Infdels
thus held the south of Burape elosely confined, and were eon-
standly able to seize fuvorable moments, and proeure muliitudes
of christinn slaves. The revolutions and disorders of those
{imes continually offered fuvorable opportunities; beth hutred

and cupidity wiged tiem to gralify thejr revenge on the chris- |

tinns taken unawares, We may be sure that this was one of
the severest scourges, which the human rice had to endure wt
that time in Tuarope” 10 charity was to be anyibingr more
thun a mere mune, here was a case cerlainly which it had no
right to overlock; and rude and dork as the times were, we find
the spirit of religion spontaneovsly selting itsell in motion on a
grand scale for its relief.- It gives birth to the idea of o vast as-
socintion, which reaching through different couniries might be-
come a genernl reposilory for the alms of such s wizhed (o assis
in so good a work, while it should have in its service a cerfain
number of persens alwnys ready to traverse the seas, und have
every danger, for the zedemption of their brethren in coplivity,
Such was 1he want, soch the iden of what was needed 1o meet
it; and, Jol the “ Orders for the Redemption of Captives,” ihe

haly institutes of Mercy and of the Trinity, as they were enlled, -

malee their appearance.  Tevated men nre seized with the ifea
of consecrating, not only their property, but their entire persons,

to the service of christinn charity in (his grent work., Around

them rally others of similar spirit.  * The religions who am-

B
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brac o ¢
whic[;il [tl!::;e ‘%rdcrsf l)hound ll.\;‘:mselvcs by vatr ta (he worlz j"m.
iy rclmionaem dm 'med. ;- ree from the embarrassments of
ey ?_n '\\lorldly inlerests, they could devore (hem.
e, the el ?LE‘VII 1 all the ardor of theivzeal.  Lone voua.
fle,fcracri,! ! (:f'oif “Pi sty the (Iangcr of Lmhcullhy ulim?ltcsjar
o 1o !J..:e mlr[; n?d(ials.—r_mll!mg stopped them. Tu yheir
‘rcmmnhmnccgrjlhgs\‘J}m'.t 1:3;;' .1'|;s{:’cunun, they found & constan
prcsince. Neither repose, cg;&t':r:c{lolrmgvtenfe{rill i'n e
any lonoer K e very i
un%mp]:;m(::i‘mt]i(:'l;g lorlthcm.; nil‘nrc become the prﬂpert.}-fvog'n;?l?
Shaiary Ihep e ‘,\\. mfglon_n in the thingeong op wear licavy
Mcditerrnnennp. q'(I?i'ng ?mzllll?:,ls !.2? sllﬁrs’ cml g il of i
lhoir orn e familics ¢ e unhappy victims, fixi
E gn‘om?sél‘lr:”:gglg:?us, 1cqu:red of him the nccmnpli;hm:;é:
bim toh n'm,'ms .ll' cilo:m: andf Iugncptzt!ions coniinually urme
the futlr li;c q;.m;' ta expose his fife if necessary, to yestore
ite, tho o e L 1 1he soi-to the father, the hushand g the
il ol obx:"u 'gl/r;ung girl 1o her desolate molior, 7
whole picturc: Il;]c.:lo:::l‘l‘::lrijfclﬂﬁ'tan(:gclso I?ltlic“k;vcili:iuss o, this
et i o 5 Hong e Y darke apes,” b
. h'nk:_-[d "ﬁ‘&‘l l:;n‘le'lc'ftllw Tull §hml0w of the Pupncy, hzc:sl,useb?t
S envel];I (Imlqr cc_h[mcy'aml monastic vows, becnyse
ol oy, ek ?ec. ustoriealfy i o nimbys of superstition ?
o C'.'hrjca‘b !ﬂtf.ﬂ rathier as o glorious comimentiry on (he
ey O ~”mml¥i we fi: L ourselves spiritually moved ang
noed ]g; IlC EIU['L‘J.)L'I} it n!Jerds af the Saviours prcsc;xcc
i |'cﬁgiu:1.} \U\’E’y[ Sl}(:(;::ﬁ;u‘intr-nrll Iilsllfpneﬂrﬂms for the truth of
e el . ' mate less of it jn this view
ﬂnouriig‘c\\‘l{qlgi zeal (.)f:’il:r: early Wartys—which, we .!\n[fr::f iiig;‘l
dimic?zs'? f’Wl-y ;}?mllil:‘l‘d\l‘]‘i Tt,rllnlllcalI o [mfrff.'ut s in it ﬂss;)‘
e v e make dess of it even than we 3
i jim;ﬁ;czlgud LflI_(J_I (s of modern Protestant bcncvul::::g?
ract Soclelics, &cpfig rj\r:-{l;-gg:l] lgjjfr xﬁm‘c“‘cs, = SDGECL}GH:
finos S0 ; -y 1§ TCmy any as comp ip-
nh?ﬁa.lr?h l-lll])[mr-;lrl“ylﬂ]rl 'llmt the world hag g:’cl' knm{n[lciffg {,hc'f::s)
e ;” I\VI—I:JDEISI 1:’3] oulz? How many of our Tabernncle orzlltnr);
gfuriﬁch:icm ¥ this]cll]{m?c c\:'c.r_v second week i May with the
tnissianaries (o the ilcwifi oven e Womeelves e
Yot whore s e m; | en even us l.he world now sty 5 and
of the e Ji[‘ uEa”l"lf;\V, in which the enerifices tinel perils
be compesie ;yf c,iﬂ aeserving of lhonor py 3y s, can a lt
wha pait vith what was juvolved in the service of (|
Save themselves up, in the way hiece slown, to the worl]cof:li

rescuing thoir fellow elipisti i
stit T ,
century | s from caplivity in the thirteenth
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1t is fushionable fo charge the Church with liaving been, be-
fore the Reformation, the cnemy of seience and civil libesty.
T'o listen to some, we miight suppose that shie was no better than
an arganized consparey nguinst the most precious rights of mun-
kind, under this form, Trom the sixth century down fo Alie six-
tcenth. Had she only beeu out of ihe way, so that men might
have been left simply (o (he suidance of the Bible and privite
jadgment, whole centuries of savkness and confusion, it seems

10 be imogined, might have heen happily avoided, and (he course
of madern civilization hastencd perhaps a thousand years, The
Lantly, that thie com-

writer before us shows we {hinlk very biwnp
“mon slang of Pseuda-pratestantisni on this subjuet, s (ully ag
much at war with the voice of e histery as it is with the spirit
of tyue veligion. Tt is simply slanderous and false, 0" say that
the Church has been during the middle ages the cnemy either
of kuowledge or of froedam, or that her influence was excited
systematically and intentionally to keep back the progress ©
Yght and civilization,  She wasthe guordinn emphativally of all
the higher interests of speicly. Thestae of (hie world, und her
relation to it, made it negessiry indeed that she should assume
powers and Lxercise an authority, which were not o be mensir-
ed exuctly by any ordinary rule.  This however praceeded not
sg moueh from any spitit of usurpation on her patt, a8 from the
were resence of @ socinl void and want that conld be filled
from no other quailer and in no other way. *'The pemporal
power of the Popes wns sirengthened and cxtended at 8 time,
when no other power was as yet veally constituted.  To eall
that power wsuepation therefore is nob merely an innecuracy—it
i on anachronism.  In the genernl confusion hroughit upon all
TEuropeniy ociely by e irruplions of the barbovions, m tht
strange mediey ol races, laws, Mannes and traditions, there Te-
maincd only one solid foundation for the sirucluie of the edifice
of civilization and refinement, only one luminous body to shine
upon (he chaos, anly one element capuble of giving life 10 the
grerm of resenerntion that lay buried in Bloot-stained yins s
Christianity, predomi
other rebigions, avese in this age of desolation like o solilury col-
wn in the centre of aruined city, ar like a bright beacon amid
dakness.”  The barbarians bowed to the anthority of this pow-
er, as the -only one that carried in il any prineiple of ovder, or
that offered nuy promise of stability. “Wus succeedell (o wilg,
conyulsions to convalsions, the forms of society were continually
ghanging ; but the ene great general and dominant fact, the sta-
pility and influence of religion, remained still the same ;s and it

nant over and nnnihilating the remuiins of -
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ig ridicu i i
l]!ltut‘nlligu;:;vis:]]{ man to declaim -against a phenomenon so
s ah é:, aud above all so advautageous, dosirnnt-
g c]musu{l?r‘-\ro us]mrpmmns of temporal pBwer.” Where
o rule fell where 3 ean ! be properly na usarpuion.  The right
R c' 1ere was abilily to rale. It is dishonest to cllr_v
. e power 10 regmiants sorley. T (e micdla sgos oy
whally in the Gl -G-il cgenerate sociely, in (he middle ages, lay
Divine commissiJonml{lJulz' g C')n. her devoived accordingly, as by
of it fon L 18 o\dcwl.gu care of society and the duty
i s propez estiny.  Was this providential trust
cise her rf‘nanli-msn':r:-('“mi, ufhnm.ls“““on ! Did the Church exer-
2 vy szsbiusie':d A‘-}[_Ip:f}‘q the infant nations ol Euarope, in sach
s t'lS ’ chaf.e?tlng to repress their upward tendencies
o civi!ig{ulicn’f 1L\[£fl[ rather than 1o aulvance their prorrrcas’
fain of ol'dcr':um . ]G]lil\’ﬂ seen already that she was a foun-
st oot ('dnL nl\\ H ‘i 1l she brought society into regular and
el s that si:e C. ]sti cansed ihp wilderness to become o fruitful
A ek Ll!u'u.ml the passions of men, and sel bounds to
T d:nn::lsl's' n; led them to dwell in families, and to
o now Spirit st ;o “:EHCS; that she'inoculaled manners with
aed of moredit rgru— ,lcn&i‘uml‘ peace; that she raised the stand-
pript . l_gs and purified the public conscicnee, far beyomd
reian nnd r“thl_[\]\m 1;1 lglm ancient world ; that'she established a
enlered the wild l:LDI enevolence, sich as had not previously
e fe Wi rcl._ [1 r,eams of philanthropy. We have seen ail
ut “:m_ \vitl; LlJm (133 é"tl l'at‘ :L.]mwr:r 50 cmp}uycd could not well be
the poswer ol ofh ;u o t:s{s of humnmity., Pt was it after all
s fower on y’ a humane .and well disposed master tawards
, ot say even of o father towards his sons, who alklhu

-game tine i ) i
ime is bent on helding them always in full subjection to

hiz own will, ¢ akes i
aHowcH :zsii,'l.\lnl[ll 50 talees core that their education shall not be
S persc;:i'll l-?llrlil el{%hcr to the knowledge or to the frec use
S wundcri'ullljc is ; Didl this Holy Mother, in the midst of
o wonderf Jz.p!o“crfu[ and salutary educational activity
R olf .lul tless and selfish in the whole irust, by e
pmg:%ss he ﬁ(c:,;\[%n qdl[}usmn of Imowledge and (he legitimate
progross of freol m..b The supposition 8ty its awn nature most
throndy e i "anm able, and to compare it with listory, us
. ncvgr i is dlho‘ni:cl'li? {iml it absolutely false.  The Chu‘;';:h
s ¢ deliberate enemy cither of liberty or of let-

Here ally ri |

el ;}nt;}i';lli} r{;scs at once the thought of the religius intol-
e charged to the account of the old_ Catholic
; the persecutions shie has allowed against ler e
m 1eretics and
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infidels, the horrors in partictlar of the Inquisition.” “ It is only
necessnry to pronounce the word inlolerance,” says Balmes, “ o
raise in the minds of some people all sorts of black and horrible
idens;” Institutions and men of past times are condemned
without appeal, the moment they come under the seund of this
repronch, No pains are taken for the most part lo understand
e real posture of the past, or 1o julge it according to its own
connections and relations. And yel what can be more unfuir than
this? Iow easily may any inslilution be covered wilh disgrace,
if only ils inconveniences and cvils are brought into view and
every consideration suppressed that might spenl in its faver.
By fixing on cerfain points only in the anuals of the human
mind, the history of science may be made the history of folly,
ond even of crime.  So in the cose before vz, © The spiril of
ihe age, particular circvmstances, and an order of things ' quite
diflerent from ours, arc all forgotten, and the history of the re-
ligious intolerance of Catholics is composed by taking care to
condense into a few pages, and {o paint in the blackest colors,”
cases of cruelly and severity dilizently collected from different
countries and centuries.  Tovents wide apart are made to unile
in o single impression, without the least regard to infervening
scenery. It is ensy in this way to bring oot wholesale judg-
mentz.  But such judgments are of small account in the end
for the cnuse of truth.  'This question of (oleration too, us all
hinking men know, is in its awn nature by no means of so easy
settlement as this summary way of looking atthe matter implies.
Withou! entering inio it herchowever, it is enovgh to know that
a wide difference in regard to it has come te exist between the
present time and the past. A spirit of toleralion now prevails,
richt or wrong, whichk in former ages was unknown. Bulbis.
this due to Protestantism, or as is sometimes sald to madern phil-
osophy?  Notat all. It iz o fact slowly brought to pnss by the
force of circumstanges.  * T'he multitude of religions, infidelity,
indifference, the improvenient of. manners, the lassitude produc-
ed by wars,—industrial and cemmercial erganization, which cve-
ry day becomes more powerful in society,—communication ren-
dered more frequent among men by mceans of travelling—the
“diffusion of ideas by the press; such are the causes which have
produced in Turope that universal tolerance which has taken
possession of all, and has been esinblished in fact when it conld
not be by law. These causcs, ns it is casy to obscrve, are of
different kinds; no docliine enn pretend to an exclusive influ-
ence ; they ate (he result of a thouzand different influences, oet-
ing simultoneously on the development of civilizalion.”
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"nppenred and ]“eﬁl”;g Iflll: (slgzlsﬂl]wcl“;? l;iTlIS[anctﬁ_ Ender P
make conunon enuse W}ih the crimcs?imtl;mse e Lo
I ] e witl uve been
K}ﬂ:gl;eﬂ:édﬁ;cgotf ](;]lljlstlnlllly ngﬁxinst stipposed lmrelig:rps“iil‘tﬁg
copsaere « i;l .” artholomew,’ Detells us, “angd other atrociiies
polopiniast m“:': hame of religion, ought not lo.tronble he
been done in he?ls('llll;m 'I\‘voalui?idlfcr lt]oer nzqu:;sible fof{' 2 oot bas
et arme, 0 act with manifest injusti
Ihclrtlléle I(E'_lfm;?r‘[)l‘lvccd[l::lf.[hl] so suiung and lively a senge of Llillrglrisxlt]:ifl“-
. » t cndeavors to cover the at eri
- Y : ) rendest criy
l|}E’:3i'{]l‘(I}lil IL}]al.llnllillf.:lE wonld 11' be reasonnble to banigh virtue frzrif
ki i périSﬁgoi\t[}l-- tI‘here are, in the history of man-
oing L bl jnllugnc’ i 115:13 a fatal gtdehucss Sefgcs hpon the
himiss o 1 i cd by disorder, blinds the intellect and
o ﬂlfcnll ﬂ[t ;o il is called good, angd good evil ; the mest
Troule o amlp .a' {}[mq mmh.a under the most respectable namnes,
know wint ougl?l;]I??Jlr):hﬁ::’irl]}ia;?g?ng 0(11' e pcri?ds, Wi
i ¢ . conduet ; stricldy ncen
ﬂ":.'.llllllmﬂ:](!.:';: ::lq::d?rr s:u_t,ll Tacts, they ouzht lo beware e}r drawit::lg
St rhan i ‘"".m(f;fu as to the provarting jdens end institutions.
Soctety. e S{é'tnf ¢ aman in n state of delijum,  We
it wht-lu_(f _r '.!Of ileas, clmrqcier ol conduct, of such a
Wi o o l'(f- says and does in that deplorable condition,
con‘;mi[lcdy’reuLJ-“:'l f‘.ﬂufl;mulous imes, can boast of not having
S gda W;mn(.a £ I we fix our eyes on the period just
by ; not see the feaders of both purties nesissinated
n——Tet us throw a veil over these catastrophies, over

these afllicting proofs iz i
| g‘)}{)l . ofs of the misery and perversity of thie human

Itis not i ;
el a5 o corions fact, well worthy of serjous considera-
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all other thrones, in favor of the universnl supremacy of the
Pope, is now declared to be in league with the general cause of
monarchy to crush and kill every motion of liberly winong the
people. The radicals of Burope, we know, are full of Lhis cry3
and among oursclves also it may be snid to be a reigning opin-
ion, that the religious power in question is ’cqusuu‘murm,lly op-
posed 1o everything like republicanisi, and it is ensily taken for
granted accordingly that it has entered iuto an infamous pact
with kings to oppress, ensluve, and degrade the unlortunate hu-
man ruce.  We pretend not here 1o try at all the true merits of
this Jatter judgment. We reler to it simply as something curi-
ousty in contrast with the other reproach of an eartier time.

But whatever may be the actual spivit of Rome as (L now
stands, it is perfectly certain that the yeigning influence of the
Church, in the ages before the Reformation, went in favor of
sound political liberly throvghout, aind that it was under her au-
gpices mainly and especially that this interest gained ground con-
tinually more and moro in the onward cousse of moderny civili-
zation. "This is very successfully shown, we think, in the lutter
portion of Balmes’ woilc; and we only wish that these chapters
in particular might be read and studied by those, who withent
any historical knowledze whatever so flippuly pretend to setile
the whole subject in just the contrary way. lere are facts,
which these wholesale revilers of religion would do well at least
to look in (he face, il it were only to set aside the force fhey
seesn 1o have, and thus show their own zeal (o be intefligent
where it is now so deplorably blind. <

The great problem in politics, is to determine the proper rela-
tiont between authority and freedom, the idea of duties in one
dircction and the idea of rights in another.  This connects itself
agein closely with the question, TWhat is theoriginof civil pow-
er? Itso happens that a good deal of atentiun has coine to be
fixed on this subject, just al the present time in our own coun-
ury, by the late action of the General Government In regurd lo
slavery. In one direction, we hear views mmnlpl}lcd, in l'hc
name of individual conseicnce, that go te upset civil avthority
altogether. These proceed openly or tacilly on the assumption,
that government is a mere social contract on the part of the peo-
ple, to bo set aside by them at their own pleasure.  On the op-
posite side it is mors soundly contended, that government comes
from God, and (hat ohedience o it is & duty for its own sake;
though it must be confessed that this dociring, in the hands at
Teast of some of its republican advocales, is pressed so far as to
sound very much like a revival of the old * divine right” theory
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of kings, (commonly taken heretofore to have gone ta the tomb
of the Capulets,) and savors strongly of being the fruit of Po-
Jitical Eeonomy, rather than the gennine outhirt: of Political
Ethics, But new,be this s it muy, one thing is cerfain.. This
whole beiter doctrine, of which the New Yorl: Obscreer for
instaace has been inaking o merit over against the Zoo consistent-
ly Puritan tendency of the V. Y. Judependent, and for the de-
fence of which more than one cloquent preacher Las suceceded
in winning golden compliments from Danicl Webster and other
distinguished civilinns, is one that belongs in allits fuluess to the
- old Catholic Church of the middle ages, and that was upplicd
by hier to the development of the present civilization of Tiurope,
we may say front the very stut, notin a blind and elumsy form,
but with a depluand breadth of diserimination the e of” which
is not to be found anywhere i the hest of (hese modern effosts.
- The Chureh has ever disowned the iden of a social contract,
weiylng at the foundation of government.  Civil power, she
tells us, comes from God, and 35 1o he obeyed from a regard to
lis will.  The old writers are fll of the most elenr instruction
in regard to all this.  Aquinas in particular, it wonld seem, has
expliined and guarded the sabject on ]l sides in the most mas-
terly wary. ‘ :
Qu the other hand however, this divine righi of government
g ot taken to be the special prevogative of « class, sulers separ-
alely consilered, butis made 1o spring from the potitical hody in
its general character. Fhe common doetrine of the churely has
heen, that such power resides in the community diveetly and by
uateal vight, but in kings and other raters merely indireetly and
by hvan vight, tnfess” Giod has given it to partieulay persons
by. iis own direct comination.  Nomistake can be grenter, than
that by which the exaggeration of the authoriiy of rulors, at the
cast of populay righis, 1s held 1o be the natural and uecessary
doctrine of Catholicism, s distinguished from the genivs of
Protestantisim. ~ Ilistory plainly tiches a different lesson, It
was Protestantisin in the beginning of its carcer, that stood for-
ward strangely enough ws the datterer and helper of kings. In
its opposition ta the Papaey, it was led natwally to exall 1o an
increible degree fhe prefensions of the civil power,  Ihis was
appeled to against the religions power, amd encouraged to usurp
the supreme control of eeclesinstienl affaits. The regal puihori-
ty wus thus assisled powerfully I the direction it had already
bezun to takee, througl the decline of the feudal system and tlie
stitl unripe charscter of the popular_elemeut, towards an undue
ubsorpition iuto itself of all other pulitical forees. It beeame the
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fashion o insist on the divine right of kings, ns coming directly
from God without the intervention of society. IHow far this
theory was carried in Protestant Tngland, we need not be told;
the influence of it however was felt thronghoul Europe gener-
ally; and it is ensy enough to sce that it stood in close connec-
tion everywhere with the protest which was now mude against
the supremacy of the Church.  We find the Catholic thealo-
winng accordingly vigorously opposing it as dangerons and fulse.

“ Politieal power,” says Bellarmin, “ emanates from Goul
nlone; for being necessarily annexed to man’s nature, it proceeds
from Iim who has made that vature. 1t vesides primarily in
the body of the people. ‘I'he divine right has not given it
any man in particniar,  The people transfer it to one person or
more by natoral right.  Pateular forms of government accord-
ingly ure by the lnw of natiens, nnd not by divine law, since it
depends on the consent of the muhitude ta place over themselves
a king, consuls, or oiher magisirates, as may seem best ; and for
n legitimate reason, they can change royally inte arislocricy, or
into democracy, or vice verse, os it was done in Rome”  To
King James of England this doctrine sounded monsirous in the
extreme.  He saidd 1o his puliament @ ¢ that God had appeinted
him absolutely master ; and that all priviloges which co-legisli-
live bodics enjoyed were pure concessions proceeding from {he
bounly of kings.”  Amdust Bellarmin’s doelring he showed
himsell wll on fire, conlending that kings hold their power st
from the people, but fummediately Tronf God 5 for nll which his
supple.courtiers proelaimed him a second Solomon.  This o]l
ed out the learned Spanish Jesuit Suarez, in_his * Defence of
the Catholic and Apostolic Faith agninst the Firors of the An-
glican Sect,” with special reference (o the miost _serene Janes,
King of Eugland—addressed to the most serene Kings and Prin-
ees generally of the christian worll.  In this work the view of
- Bellarmin i5 ably supported as truc and just, whilst the Tanglish
docirine is trealed as new and singular, and as liaving been in-
vented apparently to exalt the temporal over (he spiritual power.
The whole case furnishes a curions illustration of the political
bearinga of the Catholic and Protestant systems at the time in
question, g0 different from whal is often taken to be their respee-
uve neeessary tendeneies and aflinities.

Tle separation of thic femparal and spiritual powers, and the
independenco of the Initer with respeet to the former, have hal
mueh o do no doeubt with the fonnation of that spirit of liheny
which is charneteristic of modern civilization.  “ Taver since the
foundation of the Church, this principle of the independence of
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the spiritual power has at all times served, by the mere fact of
its exislence, to remind men that the rights of civil power are
limited, that there are things beyond s pravinee, cases in whicl
aman may say, and ought to say, I will net obey.®  Strange

~that the advoentes of equilibriunt and counterpoise, who male

so much of the policy of dividing powers 1o prevent tyran-
ny, should not have felt the profound wisdom of this old church
ductrine even in wsiniply political view. But we find, on the
contrary, that all modern revelutions have shown a decided len-
dency towards the amalgnmiation of the civil and ecclesinstical
powers; “a convincing proef,”’ as Dalmes shrewdly observes,
“that these revolulions hive proceeded front an origin contrary
to the generative principle of European civilization, and that

" inslead of gulding it towards perfection, they have rather served

to lend it astray.”

I1 is listorically certain, that Burepean sociely as a whole, in
the peried before the Reformntion, was sleadily advancing in the
direetion of o rationul safe liberty.  The problem by which the

*weveral interesis of the threne, the nristocracy, and (he mass of

the people, were (o he righly guarded and carried forward in
the onwurd movement of civilization, so ns by just harmony fo
serve and not hinder the true welfure of ally was one of vast
difficulty, which however in the face of manifold disturhing for-

" ees wo mmay see still approximating at least more and mere to-

wards its own ol and proper sobution,  The simple positien of
these severnl clements relatively 1o cach other, at the going aut
of the widdle ages, is of ilzell enough 1o show how false it is to
represent the old Catholicily as 1he enemy of popular liberty s
for we see that LBuropean civilization at this time, after having
Leen for 20 many centuries under the sole gunrdinnship of that
power, presented no one of these interests vs exclusively pre-

- deminant.  * Survey the whole of Turope, and you will not

find one country in which the same et did not exisl. In
Spain, France, England, Germany, under the names of Corles,
Sintes General, Parlinmients, or Diets; the same thing everywhere,
with the simple modifications which necessarily result from cir-
cumstances adapted to each people.  And whatis very remarka.-
ble in this coze 18, that if there be o single exception it is in faver

cof liberty ; and sirange (o sny, this exists precisely in Iialy,
where the influence of the Popes iz immediately felt,. The

names of the Republics of Genoa, Pisa, Stenna, Plorence, Ye-
nice, are familiar to all, It iswell known that Ttaly is the coun-
try in which popular forms at that period gained most ground,
sud in which they were put in practice when in other countrics
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they had already abondoned the Gield. These forms of gov-
ernmont were aitended indeed with grave inconvenicnces ; but
since so much is said of spirit and lendencies, since the Catho-
lic Church i3 reproached with lier affinity to despotism, and the
Papes with « taste for oppression, it is well to adduce these facts
a3 suiled to (v some doubt on the confident assertions piicn-

times paraded as so many philosophico-historienl doginas on this

subject.”

We have no yoom to say more than a word on the other cur-
rent topic of reproncly, the alledged wnlvieudliness of the chuel
before the Reformnalion to the eause of literture mwl ssience.
No one who hasany kuowledge of Iistory will deny that o very
active interest had bequn to e taken in e general caose of
knowledee before this e, Phie movemenis of it uier !:ugcly
into ths whole ealture of Burope as il nmw stends. But will it
be imagined in any quarter, that s spicit. came ot the ont-
side of thie Chureh, and prevailed against hor plessure and in
gpite of Dier aulhority 7 Vo asik the Guesiion is 0 5!110\\* its “b._
sirdity. The intelleetunt development of miedem ievons star-
ted andse an exclusively theological forn. - Tueligion forraed the
eloment, out of which it sprosg mud from whicly il drew all ils
activity nod force.  Whatever we find to ba then s adveneing
listory, it must be regarded as the product of s]i:;s power, ead ihe
mnerit of it nmst Lo placed W its account. There were indeed
tendencies abmost from the beginning of the movement, tat set
thetselves in mare or less direct oppositicn to the Church, and
on which necordingly she luid to sofie entent her vestvaining
lend.  But it is notorious that these were of 1o value compane-
tively for the canse of true feamning.,  Wihat was l:ipnc o il Ly
all (he unchurchly scets of tho middle agen?  Who Deileves
seriously that Zeey had any power whatever in t]wn‘xsclv{cs to be,
Lielpers truly to such a eanse, under any ciremustanees? Guk

zoL qucies John Trigena, Rosceling and Abclard, as tho repres:

sentiives of o veaction of the indivisiuad renson against the au-
thoity of the Church, which is supposed 1o have cemmenced
in their time and to have reachad forward o the age of Luther,
ns o soit of new zud separute power exerted in favor of knowl-
edge and free thowght, Bud this comes to mere kile declama-
tion in the end.  Whit aetual vesuit of veal lasting aveound for
the progress of mind can be shown to have proceeded from any
such quarter, as compared with what was accomplished by the
uetion of the proper chureh life jiself in favor of the suine inter-
est?  The greaiest scholars in these ages of waking intelligence,
the wen whose influenca conteibuled most to the progress of oll
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Bound science, were at the snme time the mosh, fithful sons of
the Chureh, and such as owned the most dutiful alleginnce to
her authority and power,

It is 2 most childish faney certainly, to suppose that the revival
of learning began properdy witl the sixteenth century. It dales
at least from the eleventh’; and there is abundance of evidence
that the progress made between that and the age of the Refor-
ation, was quite as veal and imporlant ns any that has taken
place since.  All sorts of ‘Iearning were in acive exercise belore
Protestuntism enme in, to share their credit witl the Roman
Church.  Soin theense of eritisism, controversy, aud the learn-
ait langunges, Tatin, Greek and Hebrew.  Anthony de Nebrija,
Erasmus, Lindovicus Vives, Laurence Villa, Leonardus Avciinus,
Bembo, Sudalet, Poggio, Melehior Caro, and many others too
niemerous to mention ; were they trained in Protestantism ? Did
not the Popes, morcover, take the lead in this Tilerary movement?
Who patronized the learned with greater Jiberality 7 Who sup-
plied thent with more abundant vesowrees?  Whe ineurred grca-
ter expenses in the purchase of the hest manuscripls 77— In
Italy the study of Groek was fis) seriously commenced ; fram
Italy it spread to IPronee, and 1o the other European States,”
Reuchlin and Picus de Mirandula, the greal promolers of a lnste
for Greek and Hebrew, were Catholics.  As eatly as the begin-
ning ol the fourteenth century indecd, Pope Clement V., had
ordained that Greek and Hebyew, and . even Arabic and Chnl-
dee, should be publicly taught, for the benefit of foreigners, at
Rome, at Pavis, nt. Oxford, al Bologna, and at Sulamanca.'

Y4 0One of the canses which eontributed e most to the development of
the humian mind was the ercation of great centres of instraction, colleer-
- the wost ilostrious wlems aud learning, and Aiffusing rays of light in

~:all directions, [ lnow not how men eeald furget that this idea was not
- due ta the pretended Reformaiion, seeiag that most of the universitics of

Enrope were established Jong befure the birth of Luther. Yhat of Oxford
wits founded in 895; Cambridge in 12805 hat of Prague, in Bohemin, in
13685 that of Louvain, in Bekgium, in 14253 that of Vienna, in Austria,
in 1365 ; that of Ingalstadt, in Germany, in 19725 that of Leipsic, in 1408 5
that of Dasle, in Switzerland, in 1693 that of Salamanca, in 12005 that of
Aleala, in 1517, It wauld be superfluous 1o uatice the antiquity of the
waiversities of Paris, of Dologna, of Forrara, and of a great many others,
which nbinined the highest renown long belore the advent of Protestant-
ism, The Popes, it is well known, look an active part in the establishment
of universities, granting them privileges, and bestowing upon them lhe

- highest honors and distinelions.  Mow ean any one then venlure Lo assert,

that Reme has apposed the progress of learning and the scienees, in order
w keep the people in darkness and ignarance.”"—Dalmes, p. 415,
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The whole-object of our Spanish author, 0s we have before
snid, is to bring oul an arguinent against Proteslantiam, from s | .
compurison of its influence with that of Cathelicism, as both *°

have been felt in the work of modern civilization. In this com-
parison Liowever the boolk is extremely onesided and incomplele;

not by the exagreration of the merits of Cotholicism as this

stood before the age of the Refurmalion, but by the want of o
vorrespondingly full and thorough analysis of the actual results
of Proteslantism. It scems to be asswned throughout, that what-
ever tells positively in favor of the course of things befure Pro-
testantism uppeared, must be taken to tell negatively for this
cuuse since; ug though both orders of life might not contribure,
in different periods, lo the progress of one and the smne move-
ment. 'Then the eye of the writer iz ever an the excesses inlo
which the prolest against anthority is nmaing, particularly in
TSurope at this time, in the form of rationalism and politieal radi-
calisnt 3 which are indeed just now sufliciently alarming, hut
still do not at ense amount to a philosephical solution of the
whoele meaning and value of (he general movement frow which
they incidentally spring.  "They way be, (God grant i), o crisis
only, opening tie wiay into a brizhter era beyoud.  And might
it not ieve been necessary to neet and overcomne the eaine, in
some other form, even if the progress of ntodern culiure could
Lave rore forward without the ehureh rupture of the il cen-
try T Our Amerienn soeiety, and so of course nlse the new
“ American Tipoch” which is dawping.on the bistory of Prot-
estantism by means of it, Dalmes may be said entirely 1o over-
look, Ilis vision is allogether engrossed with the socinl diflicul-
ties and dangers of ISurepe,

It is easy chough, of course, to place the comparative influ-
ence of the (wo systems in question, on tlie progress of civiliza-
tion, nnder a very diflerent” historical view, that shall be Jell 1o
tell powerfully in favor of Protestantisin and against Rome,
This does nol require us to vilily and disparage the Church of
previous ages.  We allow it rather all the merit heve cluimed for
it, a3 the founder and builder of modern society on 1o the six-
teenth century.  The question reeneds the continuation of the
worls since.  Protestantism, in its true form, proclaims itself, nut
the destrayer of the older woels, bat its proper (inislier, or at least
ils neecssary helper towards campletion, It is to be tnken as
isell in such view, the grealest birth of the Latin  Ghureh,
(such as the dead Greels communion never could produee,) and
80 the trucst and bestsuccession alse of itsold life ; by the pow-
er of which palpably the main stream of history has gone for-

[Maxremn,
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-wird, since theage of the Reformation.  Under such view and
“within such range, the historical purallel between the two sys-
< lems, we say, may very casily be lurned Impressively in favor
of Prolestantism. : )
Who can well help feeling the force, for inslance, of the fol-
«lowing picture of the influence of the Chureh of Rome, from
" the cloquent pen of Macanlay : “During the last three centu-
- Hies o stunt the growth of the human mind lias been her chiel
-object.  Throughout Clristendom, whatever advance has been
~made in knowledge, in freedom, in wealth, and in the arts of
-life, has been made in spite of her, and has every where been
in the inverse prapartion to her miszuided pawer,  The loveliest
~and most fertile provinces of Burape have, under her role, beey
_sunk in paverty, in political servitude and intellectual Loror ;
while Protestant countrics, once proverbial for sterility nnd bur-
<. barism, have been turnel by skill and indusiry info purdens, and
can boast of n long list of lierves and stulesmen, PI]iIOSU}{J]lEI‘S
and poets. . Whoever, knowing what Ttaly and Scotland naiur.,
“ally wre, and what four hundred years ago they actually were

. ehould now compare the country wround Rome with the coun.
try around Bdinborgh, wilt be able (0 form some judsment ag
to the tendency of Papal dominmion. The descont of Spain
once Lhe first among menarchies, o the lowest depths of degra-
dution 5 the clevanmp_ of Holland, in spite of many nntural dis-
sdvantuges, to o position sueh us no conumantveulil; so sill Lag
-ever reached, teach e sume lesson.  Whoever pagses in Ger-
~many, from & Roman Catholic to 2 Protestant principality 3 in
Swiizerland, from a Roman Cathalic 10 n Protestant canton « in
retand, from a Roman Catholic o a Protesiant caunty finds
that he hine passed from a lower to o higher grivde of civillz’uli(m
On the other side of the Atlantic the sune law prevails,  T'he
Prolestants of the Uniled States have Jeft far behind them the
R‘amml. Catholics of Mexico, Pera, and Brazil. The Roman
‘::nlfmhcs of Lower Canada remain inert, while the whole con-
tinent aronnd them is in a ferment, with Protestant netivity and
enlerprise.”’’

' Campare with this a fine passage fo the same effecy, in Schaff's Privei-
- pleof Protestantism, p.08~98. 'I'ruverse the bands in which Protestantism has
fixed its .-:c_al," says the anthor, “ ffom the northern boundary of S\rét!cn ‘lu
. the Bandwich {5!;1111[5, from the southern declivilies of (he Himalaynh to the
- banks of the Mississippi; almest everywhere yoa may find heatogizng victo.
riously contending against infidelity mnd superslition; prnachcrz who lilke
Paul are not ashamed of the Gospel of Christ Crucified, but bhold a!'I the glory
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The force of this comparisen would scem to be very plainj,
and.we can only wonder therefore, when we find such a man'ag
Brownson treating it as a nullity, or worse still insisting that the
social state-of Protestant countries is less sound and promising
than that of Spain for instance, or Austria, or I'rance.  “ Inall
Protestant nations,” he tells us Intely, ¢ fuith is gone, morality is
gone, and principle is gone. T'he least depraved ninong them
may vie not unsuccessfully, in immorality and unnatural crimes,

.with the more depraved nnijons of heathen antiquity™ { Review
Jor Jan. 1851, p. 106).  "To wik at this rate is not to argue but
to rail.  Mere taterinl prosperily, we groni, is no sure sign or
proof of true socinl improvement ; and it is plain enough that
the forces which alb present malze up the reigning power of what
may be called our Protesiant civilization, in Europe and in this
country, will never be able with such {form and direction as they.
now hive to bring sociely to its right end.  The higher power
of religion, the moulding and contrauling agency of the Church,
in a way not now linown, must come in lo save the whole pro-
.cess from confusion and defent. DProtestantism itsell needs a”
mighty regeneration, a new crewnlion we may say, to fulfil in the:
dénd fis own most eritical and perilous mission.  Butall this may'
not blind us 1o the clear fact, that a real onward impulse;hiisf_
been communicated by it notwithstanding to the life of the mod-*
ern world.  This in nisell’ considered is a gain, however much’,
may be wanting still to make it complete; and us fur as it goes)
muy be justly quoted always, as a fuir and legitimate argument!:
in favor of the Prolealant cause. .

of the warldin contempt forits sake: n sirict moral order; a bloomingdga;
mestie life; a femiliarity with the Bible; an inward freedom and joy 65
faith ; such as yon may seek in vain in the very centre itself of the Church';
of Rome. There is still sufiicient salt in the system, with all its diseases,
to save it Trom corruplion.——Only blindness flsell can deny, that Protests;’
antism still continues the great moving power of the time ; holding the'
helm of the warld's political and spiritual history; whilst every other form’
of aclion comes to have decp significance only as standing with it in cither:
hostile or {riendly relation.,” I the eause of Prolestantism is to be sues
cessfully maintained at all, it must be on the general ground taken in this |
tract; than which, we hesitate not to say, no more houest or able plea for it -
has ever yel appeared in our country.



