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- An interesting volume, worthy of being read and studied by
. ministers and lay members of the Christian Church. Its ob-
jeet, as the author says, “is to give, in as plain terms as possi-
ble, the Seripture testimony to the doetrine of the Initial Sa-
. ernment.””  Its langnage is plain, and the book is caleulated for
- all classes of readers, and is really “a hand book of Seripture
_. reforence on the subject of Baptismal doctrine.” The subject
ol #Baptismal doctrine’ is here presented in such a light, that
© - the importance of it cannot escape the attention of the carnest
. reader, no matter how little he may be inelined to beliove, that
- graee is really offered in sacramental transactions. 1t is really
an oxhiaustive Scripture argument on the doctrine of Holy Bap-
~ tism ns taught in the Word of God, and believed by the Chris-
" tinn Chureh, when ¢ one Baptism for the remission of sing 7 iy
~confessed. In a work of this kind, so thoroughly seriptural,
.+ little room is allowed for criticism, and it will, accordingly, be
our object to show, as well as we can, the line of argument fol-
lowed by tho author, in the unfolding of his subjeet.
. Of late yenrs the importance of the dectrine of Iloly Baptism
* has received more attention than formerly. It cannot be de-
“ nied, that there has been a serious falling awasy from the doe-
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trine ag originally held, and that there is room still for the
charge, is evident from the little account made of it, as may be
inferred from the few baptisms, comparatively, reported in large
and influential denominations.  And it is but fair to say, that
all this falling awny took place in tho face of croeds and con-
fessions, distinctly asserting, that grace {s offered in baptism,
which, however, have been repudiated as “fossil relics,’” and
these old, apestolic landmnrks, have heen flung to the winds.
In this way there has been a silent process going on, under-
mining this old, ancient faith, which acknowledged “onc Bap-
tism for thie remission of sins,” and the way las been, and is
now, preparmg for a veign of rationalism and infidclity, surely
coming, which will try our ¢ Tvangelical Protestantism ” to the
very ulmost when contending for mastery. 'This question of
Baptisin lies at the very threshold of asound, orthodox theology,
and the denial of its importonce has heen conceding ground
into the hands of the enemy, which is beginning to tell in this
fearful atruggle.  The guestion is fundamental.

It ennnot be disguised, that {rom this stand-point there spring
two theories, advoenfed by men of talent and influenee; the ene
insisting on the necessity ol Baptisin, and so an ingralting into
Christ, because of original depravity; while the other denies
such necessity, and is willing to Lelieve, that it is uscless, and
that all children, haptized or not, ave in the same condition;
and that the Sacrament of Baptism gives no advantage by con-
ferring grace. That this latter view is wide-spread, is ovident from
the fact, that so littlo stress islaid on the rite; and in our own
denomination (with alittle change in the view we have quoted),
it is held by somo, ¢ that Baptism docs not malke onr children
Christinns; they arc such before baptism.”” *  In opposition fo
viows like theso, this book comes, with a foree that cannot Do
resisted, end proves, by the Word of (Fod, $hat they are un-
tenable, contrary to the teaching of the Reformers, and con-

# T'his iden is erroncously aitributed to Ursinue, and that he did not hekl o senli-
ment liko this is ably shown in the Oct. No. of this Tloview: Art. “ The old dis-
tinetivn betweon * Gemeinde’ und * Kirghe,'”
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trary to the fuith of the Anciont Christinns, nswell as the teach-
ing of the Apostles.

What is our state by nature? Ave children, as above quoted,
Christians beforo Baptism? The answer to an inquiry like this,
is distinetly given by the Word of God, and us it was held by the
Christinn Church always, as expressed in Creeds and Confes-
sions. Hercthere ean be nouncertain sound. Talie, for instanee,
the following, taken from the Presbyterian Confession of Taith:
“They (our first parents) being the root of all mankind, the
guilt of this sin was imputed, and the same death in sin and
corrapted nature conveyed to oll their pesterity, descending
from them by ordinary gencration.” ¢ From this original cor-
ruption, wherchy we are utterly Indisposed, disabled, and made
apposite to all good, and whelly inclined to all evil, do proceed
all actual transgressions.” < Original sin is conveyed from our
fivst parents unto their posterity by natural generation, so as
all that proeced from them in that way, are cenceived and horn
in sin.””  Se the Augsburg Confession. * * * “Sinee the fall
of Adam all men, who are naturally born, ave begotten and born
in sin.”  So also Luther's Catechism, and our own eidelberg
Catechism,  Quest. T and 8. Then, too, Ps. li. Joln iii. 6,
&e., &e. What is to be made out of this belief coming down
through ages? Is it o fact, so clearly stated, and firmly as-
serted; aud is the contrary view unscriptural and untrue? So
it is aflirmed, and the denial of this doctrine hns been declared,
over and over again, as heresy. I is easy to see now, that,
starting from such a premise, fundamental ns it is, lierctical as
it has been declared, the poison from it will flow through
all the teaching and preaching, and becomeo the source of end-
less mischief, and, perhaps, to many a soul, of spiritual ship-
wreck, There arc some, and the number may e large, of the
ministry and the laity, who cannot frame their lips to say, much
less in heart believe, “that they present this child, and seek for
it deliverance from the power of the Devil, the remission of sin,
and the gift of a new and spiritual life by the Holy Ghost,” &e. ;
and then, “ Do you, in the namo of this child, rencunce the
Devil with all his ways and works, the world with its vain pomp
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and glory, and the flesh with all its sinful desires.” And yob
Reformers taught it, and Ancient Clristians believed ib.*

An interesting question now arises: Whence doces this depra-
vity come? IIow are children aflested by being born by natural
gencration? Avo they, in that innocent state, Christinns be-
fore Baptism, without any stain, or without being * conceived
and born in sin,” as weare ofien told, and asis tanght? Ilere,
agnin, there is no uneertain sound.  The Christian Chureh has
hut one voice on the subject—our own Catechism is most ox-
plicit on this point.  The Word'of God is decided. Then the
clear stntement of the author, ¢ God, in Iis all-wise purpose,
ordnined that the race of mankind should spring from one parent.
Adnm was the fonntain from which the whole river of human
being was to flow. He was the root from which the whole tree
of ‘human life was to spring. God ordained, that e should
trangmit lis human nature, whatever that naturc might be, to
his posterity, so that, if he eontinued holy, he should transmit
to them a holy nature; but that if he hecame sinful, he must,
of necessity, transmit to them o ginful nature. Through his
own free will he ate of the forbidden fruit, and beeame sinful;
and this before any childven lad heen horn to him; so that
when he begat children, he transmitted to them, not the sinless
nature which he possessed originally, but the sinful nature
which he rececived thie moment lic transgressed. Hence the
fountain of human nature beenmo poisoned ab ifs souvco; the
root of human nature beeame evil before a single braneh or bud
had sprung out of it.  Fence, when Adam begat childven, they
were in his likeness. Idence all mankind ave sinners from the
womb. . . ... Wo find the children of godly pavents, who
have seen in their parents a holy cxample, show the same seed,

2 In tho Palatinate Liturgy of 1563, in the form of Dapism, in tho nddress, it is
gaid, ¥, .. that it be trained np in the Tord Jesus Christ, nmd admonished, that by
thoreception of the sign and sead af this divine vovenant, in Baplism, it renouneed the
devit and the warkd, with afl their works nnd fustés,” &e.  Query. If it renounced tho
devil nnd the world, did the framers of thig old, venomble German el Liturgy, bo-
lieve, that children wore under that power, nnd is that, in the % Order of Worship,”
something nesw, or an innovation7

1868.] The Seeond Adam and the New Birth. 49

and of evil as the children of the ungedly.” p. 8-9.  There i
somothing wonderful in this awful mystery; and yet ihere is
the fact, that in a state of unconscionsness, there is the trans-
mission of moral evil—planting in the offspring the secds which

~ripen in sin. The hwman family is not to be conecivad as ato-

mistic, where cach one is for limself, becomes what he is by
imitation; but asone whole, in which each one stands in o life
common to all. In this view, cach one (and this will be go to
the end of time) “is conceived nnd born in sin.”  *Our first
pavent, in whose loins were all his posterity, sinned, and so re-
ceived into his nature the seeds of corruption, both moral and
physical; and he begat ¢hildren in his own likenesse—not only
with outward frames lile his, but with souls like lis in their
taint of ovil.  Aud Le transmitted to each one, that was engen-
dered of him and of his offspring, the corruption he had re-
ceived.  To cach unconseions babe Lo transmitted the corrup-
tion which he himselt had received in a stato of tho hirhost
moral consciousness.”  Row. v. 12, 14, 19, p- 10, Iiis (L?lc{n',
that all are invelved in the {ull; and ghare in the bitter conso-
quences; and that, in this state, ¢ we are wholly incapable of
doing any good, and inclined to ulf wickedness.” In Adam all
is lost.  Shall there be now no release, for infants as well ag
adults, from this state of sin?  ITave we not an intimation of
redemption in the promise mads at the first? T will pub en-
mity between thee and the woman, and between thy seed and
her seed: it shall Iruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his
licel.” ' A remedy for sin was to be provided, and the woes of
hmmanjty relieved.  Man had fallen, but God provided a Ile-
deemer,

In tlhc sublimo Tact,  The Word was made flesh,” wa have an
sch of love surpassing comprehension. In Jesus Chris, tho
Second Adam, we lave gained what was lost by the first. Here

we have an entrance into owur life of one *mnot born in the way

of nature, but by miracle "—nat in sin, as every other human be-
ing had been born, but sinless: one of whom nlone it eould not
be S:l,i.ll, “.He wasg ‘slmpon in iniquity, and in sin did his mother
coneeive him.” e wus man, in all points, like unto us, sin
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excepted, ““so thab the same human nature which had sinned
should likewise mako satisfaction for sinj’” and he was divine,
¢ ihat he might, by the power of lis Godhead, sustain, in his
Juman nature, the burden of God's wrath,” ete. DMan had
fullen, the ruee was corrupt, the Redeemer had to impart n new
life, so that man could be forgiven and pardoned. In order to
this, a source of life had to be opened-—~the moral corruption of
onr nature had to be counteracted—the seed of sin, ending in
death, rooted up, so that life and health could be imparted.  In
the Porson of our Blessed Lard, we have the Sceond Adam—
the fountain of a new evder of life to the world, Ile, in and
by whom sin is forever destroyed—tho Dread of Eternal Life—
the fountain of Living Water. As in Adam, the race starts
and flows on centinually, overy member of it sharing in the
corrupfion—in sin: so in Jesus Christ, o new life starts, of a
ligher order, in which life, in some way, every one must share,
in order to obtain cternal life. ¢ That which is born of tho
flesh is Mosh, antd that whiel is born of the Spivit is spirit.”
To effact this end, it pleased Ged, in Infinite Wisdom, to insert
into our sinful race this sinless One, to atouc for sin, and to ro-
storc unto it rizhteousness and Life.  As our Mediator, he of-
fered HMimself for the race, and in some way, mysterious to the
hnman mind, God veeepted the offering, that * e is the propi-
tintion for our sins, and not lov ours cnly, but for the sins of
the whole world.”  As in Adam, we have opened the fountain
of govruption, ever repeating itself in the transmission of moral
ovil, g0 in Josus Christ there is openeid the fountain to Lifo.
“The fiest Adam was made o living sonl, the Iast Adam was
made a guickening {4 ¢., life-lmparting) Spirit.” 1 Car, xv. 45.
But low ean this bo? Tlow can Christ, the Life, so impart
Ilimself to IIis people, to be Bternal Life to them?  TFhe an-
thor answers, “ By the power of the IToly Ghost. The especial
wark of the Holy Ghost, in the ceonomy of Grace, is to malke
Clist present.  The Spirit does not, in this dispensation; re-
wencrate and strengthen man by Himself, as it were, but by the
very life and strength of the Second Adam, Jesus Christ,—
Clrist, not as God, for as God Ie is every where, but the
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“whole Christ—the Clwistwho ig © perfeet God and porfect man,

of a rensonable soul and human fesh subsisting. " “I mean a
mystical and supernatural prescnee—a prcscn?:c for the most
wondrons and gracious of purpeses, to make uy partakers of o
now ']il'e,——buh, withul, 2 prescnce infinitely above aur compre-
hension, heeruse the presence of the nature of one infinitely

- abave pur compreliension ; becnuse, agnin, the presence within

us of the nature of u spivitual body, of which apiritual body we
know nothing. I mean a presence ahove nature, and bl'ou-ght
nbout in a way infinitely above nature, through the power and
working of God's Almighty Spirit.”  That this is no new view
but renches fur back, Is seen from the following extract: « T(;
all things IMe (Christ) is life, and to men ligl?t us the Son of

: 1 . 4 .«
God. . .. Adamisin usasan original cause of our nature,

and of that corruption of nature which cansetl; death 1 Christ as
-thc cause original of vestoration to life. The person of Adum
is n‘at in us, but his nature, and the corrtiption of his nature
derived into all men hy propagation : Christ, hovine Adam's
nature s wo have, bub incorrupt, deriveth not n:Lturg, but in-
sorruption, and that immediately from Mis own Persan, into all
that belong unto Wim.  As, therefore, we are really partakers
of the body of sin and death received from Adam, so, except we
be truly purtakers of Christ, and ns renlly possessed of Hig
Spivit, all we speal of cternal life is but o dream, Doth any
man doubt but that even from the flesh of Christ our very bo-
dios do receive that life which shall make ' them mlorious ab the
Iutter duy, and for whicl they are accounted me'l;s of Iis
lessed body ? - Our corvuptible bodies eould never live the life
they shalllive, were it not that here they are joined with ITis bady,
whielt is incorraptible, and that His {I')ody). is in qurs as a cmuse’
Q.r immortality, & cause by removing through the death and me-
rit ol His own flesh that which hindered the life of onvs. Clivisg
is therefore, both ns God and as man, that true Vine whereof
we both spiritually and corporally are branches,” efe. Tecles
Dol. Took V., €I, 46, Sec. 9. '
.“‘ Sell it (the flesh of Christ) is preperly said to be life-
giving, as it is pervaded with the fulness of life for the purpose
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er, und compacted by ih-LL “luch every JOillL supplieth, muleth
inerease of the body.” Tph. 1. 23; iv. 15, 16, Our bodics are

the *members of Christ.” We perceive that all these things
cannot possibly take place unless he adheres to us 'whoﬂ_).' in
body and in spirit. BDut the very close conneetion which unites
us to Iis fesh, Lie Nlustrated with still more splendid epithots,
when he said shat ¢we are members of Ilis body, of Ilis flesh,
and of TIis bones.”  BTph.v. 30, Atlengih, lo testily that the
mntber is too high for utterance, hie concludes with cxclu.iming
¢This is a great mystery.” Hp. v. 82" Calvin’s Institutes,
Book IV., Clhap. 17, Sece. 9.

To effect the ohject of the Redecmer's mission, anid to carry
pn this great work, in and for tis people, lle institutes Ilis
Cimreh—Eis Body—in which Ile is ever present, sccording to
1Tis own promise, “ Lo, T wn with you alway, even fo the end
of the world.”  This is n glorions order from God, let down
from heaven—an order supernatural-—possessing forees and
powers for the great purposes of human 1'cdcmpti0n: ‘ It is not
a system of doetring, not o scheme or system of religion, * but
it iz o heavenly, spivitual state of things, introduced by our
Saviour, for the purpese of counterncting a carnal, si.n['ul sfium
of things, introduced into the world by the =in of the first
Adam.”  In this order, salvation ey és possible, as the Pres-
byterian Confession snys, concerning the Chuveh, “out of which
there i no ordinary poessibility of salvation.”  Tut how shail
that whiel is born of the flesh obtain entrance into this “ heav-

T s g ermesmy s

ingrafting into Churist ‘and eonversion one and the same fuct;
:md yet aur Diving Redeemer luys down o different order whun
Nicodemus inquires from Him, and there again connects this
New Biveh with water, “ Verily, verily, I sny unto you, except
a man be boru of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into
the Kingdom of God.”  So again in the Apostolic commission,
“ Go ye, thergfore, nnd teach all nations, baptizing them," &e.
So, too, after the cflusion of the Ioly Ghost, when the lemrr
Truth came to the hearts of the peaple, and threo Hmusami
anxious sonls asked, “Men and brethren, what shall we do?”
we huve ngain the water, o baptism for the remission of sins.”
Acts il 88, Tn the case of Saul, who persceuted the Church,
when God confronted him, and when the glorificd Redecmer
said to him, “I wm Jesus whom thou persccutest,” this con-
verted man was divected to go to Damascus, and there Le should
be tohl what to do, and here again we bave the water, “Arise,
and be Daptized, and wash away thy sins.”” Acts xxii. 38.
Another world from $hat which would have said, Come to the
anxions seat and be converted.  Whether all this is to be set
down as o “ Romanizing tendeney,” or whether it is to be re-
garded as ¢ High Church Puscyism,” or “Extreme Ritualism,”
there we read it—so it was believed—so the Lorid Jesus tanght.
What shall this entrance, by Baptism, into this supcrnlxtur.z.l
order be ealled? What is the relation which it effects? It is
incorporating (emverletbet) into Christ—grafting into Him, who
is the Sccond Adam.  Qur author ealls it “the Grace of Re-
4

































