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‘My Dear-BRETEREN IN Crzi1sT,

After a residence, as your pastor, of some ‘-‘yeurs__'
among you, I have now to say the hardest word which I

have had to say tu yon, for T have to bid you farewell. =%

I have determived to take leave of you nof merely
privately, or-in n sermen only, but by a letter which
may embody the outline of my teaching, and also con-
taia:reasons for many of the things connected with the
service’ of Almighty God which I have introduced
amongst you. ' .

“And now, as regards my teaching. .

In the first place, I say it with a deep sense of the
unworthy way iu which I have discharged so unspeak-
ably great a duty, but still T say it with the utmost
confidence, I have preached among you * Jesus Christ,
and Him crucified.” I have continually told you that
no merits of your own,—no, nor any merits attaching
to what God’s grace may have wrought in you, can in
any way be aceepted by God as a satisfaction for sin.

No repentance which God may have wrought in you, -
no matter how deep the conviction of sin which attended
it, 'and bowed you down; no matter what fioods of
tears it dréew from you, no matier how abasing the
shame which made you hang down your head, when
you thonght of the hated past—no repentance, I say,
no matter how genuine and lasting, car stand Jou in
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the stead of Christ’s Blood; for repentance is ouly
"'thnt.in you which makes:you feel the need of such
Blood as the Blood of Jesus to wash you. No faith,
however vividly it realizes to you the Person and Work
of your Saviour, can stand you in the stead of this
Blood, for faith is only that in you which makes you
embraee the loving mercy of God as revealed in Jesus
Christ. No spirit of obedience to God’s law can stand
-in the stead of the Blood of Jesns, for it is, after all, not

your own righteousness, but the righteousness of God-

inyon. It is God working in you by His Spirit, that
which you conld not work in yourselves, if all the
universe, without God, were to help you.

I have then, I say it in all confidence, preached
habitually, that the Blood of Clirist, and nothing else,

can save from all sin, but remember, T pray you, Zow -

I Lave endeavoured, God helping, to set forth, # Christ,
and Him crucified.” I have striven to set Him forth
as He is set forth in the Scriptures. I have coum-
sequently proclaimed with all my poor strength the
Greatness and Glory of His Person as the only
Begotten Son of God. The Holy Ghost always sets
forth, in the pages of Scripture, the Person of Christ
before He sets forth His atoning work, and it must be
80, for the whole saving power of the work of Jesns on
the Cross, depends upon Who He is. He is not the
Only Begotten Son of God because He saved us, but
He saved us becnuse He is the Only Begutten Son
of God. ’
Again, if you would trust in Christ with ad intelli-
gent trust, knowing in whom you trust, and so making
"sure the ground of your frust, you must know and
renlize Who He is: You must not only koow the love
which His heart benrs towards you, but you must know
that He has power behind His lave, as it were. If the
best man who ever lived were to love you with all the
Iove of which man or angel is capable, that love could
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not save you. Jesus has saved. you, becaunse His love
towards you was not the love of man only, but the love
of the Only Begotten Son of God.

For this renson the Seriptures set forth the Person of
Jesus before either His work or His love; for it is the
Person of Christ, as the Only Begotten of the Fn.tlfer,
which gave its effieacy to His work, and its saving
power to His love. .

‘Tt is because of this that I have so often insisted on
the umion of two natures in the person of the Saviour.
How He is, in-very deed. ¢ God manifest in the flesh;”
How His God-head is the very nature of the Eternal
God, and yet that He has a “reasonable soul
and homan flesh,” His fesh of the same substance as =~
yours and mine, and His human soul like yours snd
‘mine in ail but sin, and yet that He is not two, but
t« One Christ.” I desired that you should trust x'mt
only with all your hearts, but with all your reasoning
and intelligent gouls, and so I have set before you the
Savionr as He is set forth in, Scripture, and -in 'the
Creeds of the Church; laying the greatest possible
emphasis npon Who He is,-as. the foundation of what
He has done for us. B

And then I have preached prominently the Person of
Christ, because the Scriptrwes inseparably conmect
the very being of Christ amongst us mt}:t the love
of the Father. The Two Tirst Persons 11 the Ever
Blessed Three stand in the relation of Father and
Son %o ome another. And because of this the
Father has a property, as it were, in bis Co-equal and
Co-eternal Son, because He is His Father, and so whep
the Father gave the Son, He gave what was, in a sense
Hia Own —His own Offspring—FHis own express Image,
and this is what Christ means when He says, “ God so
Loved the world, that He gave His Only Begotten Son,”
so that if we preach aright the Person of -the Son of
God that He is the Only Begotten of His TFather, we
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cannot’ forbear connecting with it the Lovs of the
Yather, in giving His own Offspriug—His own Image—
to save a lost world. '

Holding all this, T have never dared so to sot-forth
the love of Christ, as if He loved sinners more than His
Father does. I have never dured to describe God the
Father as all sternuess and all justies, and God the Son
a3 all love and compassion. I have never dared to
represent; God the Father as an angry God, armed with
a flaming sword, and' God the Son throwing Himself
between His Father and sinners, and receiving on Him-
self the blow aimed. at siuners. On the contrary, many,
any times in your hearing have T uttered words to
this effect, that all the love and compassion  which
dwells in the breast of the Son of God, He derives from
thet Father of whom He is at once the Only Bon and the
express Imnge. I humbly trust that T have sown, in
some hreasts, some seeds of the love of God by this
setting forth of the adorable Person of the Son of God.

T have thus set forth the Son of Gad erucified ; but
I have not stopped at the crucifixion, but have gone on

“to set forth Christ risen; for I read (Rom. v, 10), * If
when we were enemies we were reconciled. to God by
the death of His Son, much more being reconciled we
shall be saved by His Lirs,” i.e. by his Risen Life—hy
the New Life which He received at His Resurrection,
and which life He imparts to the members of his mysti-
cal body, as the natural body receives the life from the
head (Coloss. ii, 19).

1 have set forth Christ erucified as ‘your only hope,
| and only source of peace, when you look back upon the
past and see how very far short you bave coms of the
‘Christinn life and walk as set fortl in the Seripture ; and
as your only hope and only source of peace, when you
look into your own hearfs and see how much there is
there which requires atonement and satisfaction to be
made for it. But T havenever dared so to preach Christ

Pt

SRR R

7

crucified as if, becanse He was crucified, you need not’ jbe
erucified too. I have never dared to prench Chn.st
bearing your sins npon Hig cross, as if, because He dl-d
50, you need not take up and hear your cross.  Christ is
the Door, and Christ is the Way, but not soas to prev_euj
you finding the gate that leadeth to life to bjff  girait,

and the way to eternal glory to be * narrow.™

No, if there be truth in the Bible, Jesus Chnsif died
for your sins in order that you might put your sins to
death. = _ . _

I hive, then, preached Christ as crucified so. that you
might have your past uncharitableness-—your past evil
speaking—your past unclemmes_;s—yuur Pnsl: drunk:]t:— 5
ness—your past dishonesty—(if, that is, you m }_e'
restitution) your past ungodﬁnessf—ﬁ}lly and free i’ s
forgiven, and no more remembered agal.ust you; but'.
have, along with all this, preached Christ crum.ﬁed., in
order that you might cut off sins as close and cleaving,
and by long habit, as much a part ot: yourselves 48 o
right hand orright eye, for T read that it Was'He, Who
was- crucified for us, Who- snid; £¢If thy right hand

_or right eye offend thee cut them off and east them from

thee;” and J read that He who was cruciﬁef] for us
said, “ If any man will come after me let klm deny
himself, and take up bis eross and follow Me. .
There is another poict also connanb?d by some with
the preaching of Christ crucified which I have not
preached, becanse it'.is not to be found in tpe New
Testament. T allude to to the doctrine o'f what is cu}]'ed
« Imputed Bighteousness,” that ’f.?le Active nnq Passg;e ,
Righteousness of the Redeemer is put dfnwn in God’s
books, as it were, to the account of the sinner, so »thlat
whilst the sinner himself is filthy and deﬂled_ by sin,
the righteousness of Christ is' thrown nround'hlm ne o
cloak to hide his filthiness from the all-seeing eye of
God. Now, though it may be,in & certain sense, tru:
to say that Christ is our cuvering, or robe or cloak, yet,
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at the best, it is but a part of a much greater trath,
. which greater truth is the.one set forthin our Lord’s
parable of the ©Vine and the Branches,”. (John xv,
1—8,) which is that Cheist is in the Christian and the
Christian in" Christ. . When Christ says of Christians
“T am the Vine, ye ive the Braoches,” He implies that
Christians are wuch more in Him, and much more
closely vnited to Him, than 2 man is united to his
garments. Thereis no close and intimate connexion

between p man and his cloak, but there is a very.inti- -

mate connexion indeed ‘between a vine branch and the
vine, Again, I find that St. Paul, next to our Lord
the greatest teacher in the New Testament, never spenks
of Christ being our garment or robe only, but he sets’
forth a far deeper thing to show how close Christ comes
fo us when he cofpares Christ to the Head of body
and Hiz people to the members of the same body. A
man’s limb is surely united more closely. to the man’
self than his garmenfs are, . e

Now this is the reason ~why I have not preached
prominently “ imputed righteousness,” or Christ as
“our robe,” because, even thongh that it may be to a
certain estent, true, still the truth that Christ is the
Vine, or Christ the ‘bead of the body, is a greater,
deeper, higher, more evangelieal truth, because it sets
forth o closer and Lolier connection hetwixt Christ and
the Christian.

Ttis a greater thing tobe in Christ, as a branch is in
a vine, than to be in Christ, as a man is in a raobe,
because a branch has-a vital union with the vine—it
partakes of the life of the vine. And it is assuredly a
still greater thing to be in Christ, as 2 limb or member
isin the same body as the hend, becanse the member
or limb is bound up in the same bundle of life with the
head. -

So that T have not bid yon rest in such a doctrine as
that of imputed rightevusiiess, because it is not suff.
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ciently evangelical, Tt dues mot set forth the rusyess
of Christ. There is auother way of regarding Christ as
the all-in-all of the Christinn,; whick brings Him clozer
to us, which is, that Christ is our Head, and we the
members of His mystical hody,

" In accordance with this, and as 2 necessary part of
this great truth, I have set forth Christ ns the mystical
food and sustenance of the Clristian. If T am to be
true to my Master, and to account His blessed words as
“apirit and lfe” then I must say what He has said
respecting Himself being the * bread of life »—risspect-
ing the bread which He pives, being ¢ His flesh,” and
that he who * eats the flesh of the Son of man, and drinks
His blood,” by so doing, dwells in Christ and Christ
in him, ’ . :

I could not pretend to set forth the rurnEss of Christ,
and take no notice of the strongest and most startling
words in the New “Testament, those in John vi,, which
set forth that fulness nnder the term © eating the flesh
of the Bon'of wan and drinking His blood,” in order
that we may have His life in ua. .

I have, of course, connected this eatiiig of Christ’s
Flesh and drinking His Blood in a hieavenly and spiritual
way, with the penitent and faithful reception of the Lord’s
Supper, beecause I cannot suppose that Christ would
tell us at one time that we must ent His Tlesh and
drink His Blood, and then shortly afterwnrds offer to us
just before His erucifision, when He ordained the Lord’s
Supper, things to eat and to drink, which He called
His Body and His Blood, nod not have meant us to
conuect the one with the other.

But, in fact, as 2 minister of the Church of England,
T have kad no choice in the matter, If I had neglected
ta tell you, from this pulpit, that your union with your
Saviourmust be cemented by the heaveuly and spiritual
reception of His Body and His Blood, at His table, T
must have told vou the same thing from the altar,




10

because whenever I administer the blessed saerament
there, I am obliged to say to you “ Dearly beloved in
the Lord * * ag. the henefit is great, if with a true peni-
", tent heart and lively faith, we receive that Holy Sacra-
ment, for then we spiritually eat the Flesh of Christ
and drink His Blood : then we dwell in Christ and
Christ in us; we are one with Christ and Christ with
us,” &o. »

Another consideration, too, has forced me to connect
the cementing of this union of the Christian with Christ
with the Holy Communion, which s this, all such
benefits as feeding on Christ, a8 onr brend, eating His
flesh and drinking His blood, and having His life.in us,
must depend entirely upon the will of God.the Father,
and I felt that I dare not say that God the Father, who
assuredly has a will of His own, is at all likely to impart
these high benefits to the Christian. whilst he is living in
wilful neglect of the means of grace and pledges of lave,
which the Son of That Father ordained on the eve of
the day on which He redeemed us by His Blood.

In connection with this, I have felt that the terms in

which both Christ Himself and His apostles spake of

both Sacraments, are such that T could not possibly
regard them as mere outward ordinances—as bare signs
to remind us of some grace which God usually confers
at some other time, than that in which we receive the
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the word;” and that in the other we should eat the
Flesh and driuk the Blood .of the Son of Man; but
what am I to do if, that is, I'take the New Testament
to be inspired? Two ways are open to me. I may
either go over each place in- which Christ or the Holy
Spirit ascribe great things to the due and right recep-
tion of these two simple ordinances, nnd explain each
Place away in a seemingly spiritual but really rational-
istic or infidel way, or I may take these places as they
stand, as literally as I .canm, and consider that Christ
Ynows all the needs of my nature better than what-T do,
and that He hassome deep reason for connecting Salva-
tion with two snch simple rites, and that His words
must be nearer to the hidden truth than any which I

- can substitute for them,

Now I believe that the Iatter is the only way honour-
able to Christ. T dare not say or teach that when Christ
says “ water” He ‘means- repentance, or eonversion, or
the Holy Spirit. T dare notsay that- when Christ aays
“Except ye eat the rimsu of the Son of man, ye have
no life in you,” that He means nothing more than
w Exce})t ye partoke of my Srrrrrye havé no life in
you.”

Christ and His Apostles say, most abundantly, that

+ we must partake of His Spirit, and this is the very

reason why I dare not so interpret His words respecting
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Secraments; and so T have habitually Jed you to look
upon Baptism and the Lord’s Supper as means of grace,
not as signs of profession—becanse I always find them
in the New Testnment spoken of as conneeted with
grace from Christ, never ns means by which we are to
show forth our faith or gur religion.

It is-as hard, I assare you, for me as it is for you to
believe what Christ and His Apostles say of two such
simple unpretending rites ; as that, in the oue, we should
be “buried with Christ;? and « put Him on,” and be
“sanctified and cleansed with the washing of water by

“eating His flesh;” as if they only mennt « partaking of
His Spirit,” for I must believe that He had some deep
reason for saying that we must not only partake of His
Serrir, but eat His Fresn, and so I dare not treat His
disconrses ag if they were so loosely worded that we are
at liberty to substitute for one sanother, words so
diametrically opposite in their meaning as flesh  and
“ gpirit > are.

One other matter of importance requires notice
before T quit thia part of the subject, I have preached
the Incarnation, { said. Now in preaching this I have

.
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