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ART. X.—SarTorius ox THE Person axp Work oF CHRIST.

1. Die Lehre von Christi Person und Werk in populairen Vor-
lf‘gu:rzgen. vorgetragen von Ernst Sarrorius, Doctor der
Theologie. Fuenfte Aufiage. Huamburg, 1845.

2. The Person and Work of Christ. By Ernest Sartorius,
D. D., General Superiniendent and Consistorial Direcior at
Hoenigsberg, Prussia.  Translated by Rev. Oakman 8.
Stearns, A. M., Boston, 1848,

TaE second work here named offers itself to the world, as a
wanslation of the first. TIf by a translation, however, we are to
understand a true transfer of the sense and spirit of a book out
of one language into another, it is wholly a misnomer to apply -
the term to this case. 'The original work of Sartorius is one
which comes up in full, both in sentiment and style, to the wide
reputation, which has carried it in Germany through five editions,
and made it a favorite with all who take an interest in practical
piety under a manly and substantial form. No one can read it
understandingly, without admiration and respect ; and the heart
must be dull indeed, that is not made to kindle, under its simple
though profound devotional elogquence, into some corresponding
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glow of christian edification. But of all this, it would be hard
to form any conception from Mr. Stearns’ franslation. This is
neither elegant, nor intelligent, nor edifying. A most lame,
clumsy performance throughout, it presents no single atiraction
either in thought or expression, no redeeming quality whatever,
save in the broken fragments of truth and beauty that still look
forth here and there upon the beholder, in spite of the general
desolation with which the work has been overwhelmed as a
whole. 1Itisindeed Sartorius iz ruins ; a spectacle, whose re-
mains of greatness serve only to render more affectingly sad, the
chaotic dreariness in which its exhibition mainly consists. Mur-
derous translations are by no means uncommon ; but we have
,seldomn met with one which could be said more effectually to
kill the life of the author it pretends to honor, in this way.

In the first place, Mr. Stearns evidently has had no sufficient
knowledge of the German language, and no proper mastery of
the English either, to do justice to any undertaking of this sort.
His own English, as we have it in his short preface, is anything
but easy and smooth. Were his knowledge of the German ever
so complete, he lacks altogether the freedom and pliancy of style
that are required to make a good translator. But he has brought
with him no such advantage to his task. It is only a smattering
acquaintance with German, he can be said to possess at best.
His knowledge of the language shows itself to be throughout,
mechanical, superficial, and in a great measure merely external.
He has never entered at all into its true genius and life ; its idio-
matic soul remains, to a great extent, foreign from the view of
his understanding.  Still less can he be said to be at home, in
the peculiarities of German thought. There is not a page of
his translation accordingly, we might say indeed hardly a sen-
tence in its connections, which does not betray some want of
insight, more or less, into the true living sense of the original
work. Take as a specimen, the following extract, which is
made to pass for the preface of Sartorius to the last German
edition :

« Several years have passed away since the first appearance of
this litle volume, and now the Fifth Edition is deemed neces-
sary by the continual demand for it. It is absolutely necessary
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that the doctrine of the incarnation, by the union of divinity and
humanity in it, and the re-union of both by it, which was re-
jected by many theologians out of the historical churches, and
had become foreign toand far from the educated and uneducated
in general, should be transferred in this artless, familiar manner,
from the department of learned theology, to the more common
orbit of faith and life, and should be brought to the Christian
conscience of readers of every grade, as the basis of all Christi-
anity and of all salvation. Great storms have been raised during
this time respecting the proper field of the church, and they have
been particularly directed against this fundamental doctrine.
They have endeavored to turn away the testimony of the church
and its judgement, thereby expecting to tear it_asunder and de-
stroy it. Some have spoken of the incarnate Jesus as the Lord
of humanity, in the loose generalities of the multitude, and there-
by robbed him of the excellence by which he was to increase to
a confederate head, and by which he should become the recon-
ciler of everything which sin had separated, even the fountain
of life and love from which every favor and power of renovation
should flow He has a very narrow conception of the thing
who expects to remove from Christ the concentration of the ful-
ness of the Godhead. He most assuredly misunderstands him-
self, because if in him all fulness dwells, every favor, even grace
for grace must come from him, and by means of him we become
partakers of the divine nature.

« These storms, however, have to a great degree blown over
or turned out to be mere wind. Indeed, the church hasstrength-
ened itself, establishied itself, and made itself fast during the roar
of the storm, clinging the more tenaciously to the reconciliation
of heaven and ecarth Dy faith in Jesus Christ, the mighty God
eternally generated from the Father, and the mighty man gene-
rated from the virgin Mary. This union of time and eternity
cannot be removed. 'The denial of the divinity of Christ hum-
bles him to an idol or a demi-god, and leads to a heathenigh idol-
atry, or it degrades him to a mere man, and thereby sinks his
religion behind Judaism. Very evidently everything spiritual
and buman becomes him who is the king of the heavenly king-
dom, who was exalted from the cross to the right hand of the
majesty, not to conquer, but to receive the name w hich the Father
has given, by virtue of which he shall obtain the homage of both
angels and men.

% In spite of the stormy movements of the time, therefore, while
the world renews the evidence of the Scriptures and the church
respecting the Son of God, and the Son of man the mediator
between God and man, Jesus Christ our Lord, who though in

the image of God, humbled hinself, and took upon himself the
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form of a servant, was obedient to the death of the cross, and
from h;s humiliation is now exalted for us over all the world to
his praise and for our salvation, this discussion will remain immo-
vable by the side of that which is old and unchangeable. Nei-
ther the contents nor the form of this little book ought to suffer
any material change. The circumstances of the time seem to -
demand the very same things. Indeed, they present themselves
as another proper occasion for giving the book both in Germany
and in other lands, by means of translations, a larger circle of
readers. Its design is to meet not so much the wants of a theo-
logical public as those of a Christian public. Accordingly, the
Fifth edition appears with every essential correspondenc% 0 the
earlier ones. As I would not, however, omit any amount of care
manifest in t.hfs other editions, I have inserted when and where
it was proper, individual additions and emendations, and thereby
- increased the pages somewhat. ‘

. ““May this wouk receive the blessing of him concerning whom
it treats.  May it receive the sanction of the Lord who renovated
the condition of the world by reconciling it to himself. May it
aid in establishing the Churistian reader upon the precious corner-
stone, without which every church organization founded upon
some other basis than the rock of confession, which was first tes-

tified to by the apostles before the Lord gave to them the shutting

up of the heavenly kingdom, is founded only upon the sand.

"This is the first and chief thing to be done by the church, that

worshipping in the name of Jesus, every knee may bo‘v: and

every { ; i
= };lyer.o,lj]gue confess that he is the Lord to the glory of God the

.'I-‘o be properly estimated, this should be compared with the
original German text. As however a large part of our readers
must be supposed unable to try it in that way, we subjoin the
true sense of the original in a different version. It will be easy
to see, by the comparison, first that the “iranslation” just quoted
has in part no clear sense whatever; and secondly, that such
setise as it has, is materially different from that intended by Sar:
torius :

: “Fourteen years have elapsed since the first appearance of
these lectures, ?f which the continued demand now calls for a
Jifth edition. 'The doctrine of the God-man, of the union of
divinity and humanity in him, and the reconciliation of both
through him, (a doctrine by many theologians long since thrust
out of the_cl}urch into mere history, and that had grown strange
fo the Christian community, cultivated as well as uncullivate(i)
by these unpretending lectures, came forth again from the sphere






