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ibutarics, and the kingdoms of this world beecome the kingdom
four Lord Jesus Christ. Itsecms tome that this is a somewhat
dequato view of the office and work of the second paraclete,
16 Holy Ghost, and quitcin the spirit of the divino representa-
ion from which we bave drawn it '

Anr, IV.—THE SAVING INFLUENCE OF CHRISTIANITY IN
* " THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA DURING
THE LAST HUNDRED YEARS.

DY REV. F. FOX.

. g blessings which Religion enjoys under our Republican

form of Government are so pumerous and glorious, that it be-

hooves us as a Ioyal people and true patriots to prove ourselves

worthy of the great Trust committed to our cave, and in {aturo

aintain intact the glorious freedom enjoyed by these United

Stntes of America! This Religion has in return exerted the

ost blessed influences upon the public; and it is these we de-

re bricfly to review.

‘There arc and have been other Republics in the world than
at of these United States. The Republic of France, lately
tablished, is about as populous ss the American, but too
oung to determine its future destiny. The former experiments
£ this nation at o Republican form of Government, have feiled,
geanse Irance was proud, it was hopelessly materialistic—it
ibstituted leense for law, and wickedness for godlincss, pros-
itution for religion, and the Devil for the Ioly and Almighty
God of licaven ! It fell; and so low it sank in moral degrada-
fon, that its vaunted frecdom resolved in bloody anarchy.
Cursed is the nation that forgets God! The Swiss Republic is
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older than the American, but compored with the broad expanse
of the latter, liko an ocean island, or a bird’s nest perehed upan
some inaecessible mountain pealt or ensconced securely in some
untrodden rock-ravine, sheltered againegt fire and tempest by
nature's battlemonts. As in the days of Austrin’s tyranny,
Switzerland’s snow-capped Alps and threatening mountuin
passes proved mighty helps to freedom, so has the geographi-
cul position of this small land, in the midst of medern monarehy
and greed for conquest of neighboring powers, mointained ity
government and identity as a people.

But we think there are signs sppearing on the politienl sky

of Switzerland, that portend not geod for that country. Swit-
zerland is spostatizing from the living God, Prussin has her
sceret ¢ivil engineers everywhere, espying out the land; and
the Bwiss Republic may yet, at no remota day, be absorbal by
the great Empire of Germany! The Dutch Eepublic and the
Spanish lived and died and are no more. The ancient Repub-
lies of Greece and Rome, though illustricus and mighty, were
short-lived and died in ignominy. And before this array of
births and deaths of Republiean forms of Government in the
world, may we not ask : wherefore this instability of freedom
of the former, and whence the glory and permanency of our
Americon Republic? The answor lies in the Psalmist’s teach-
ings, when he says: The wicked shall be turned iato hell and
ol the noticns thak forges God.  Ps. ix. 17, And: DBlessedis
the man thet maketh the Lord his trust. Ps. xl 4. Yen, i3 it
not the Truth of God, in which this Republic was established,
b the first, freedom from civil and religious tyranny, the risht
of self-rule and lonest and Learty worship of Almighty God, in
Josus Clirist, the Lord, that has also preserved this nation
hitherto ?—these hundred years ?—and that at this Centennial
Year, it looms up, before the nations of the world, us the glory
of all the earth !

There are other Republies on this American Continent, and
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there are other Jargo portions of inhabitablo 1:11:1& in ;.!:o w:;;‘zg;
but to none other, in so short o space of time, tm? s
United States, have flocked by the hundl_'ed theusnnds,irom 1
lands wnd nations, both good aznd bad, nch’;md maore the polo ,
to sock and find an asylum from oppression atb hon;a,rmu“a.
field of labor for the diligent hand, n.ml' bread ‘BU-O;I%T‘I G:)rd u:
hungry mouth, and above all else, t}ze right to ¥ 013’111[1 Xﬂ n
cording to the dictates of cnch ona's owh ccmscfienue ! e
riches of Mexico, with its boagted frecdom, {orm nn. ;\. re 1
power to the other nutions of the eurtll. I.ts mon.g'rlle p.opu a-
tion of the ndventurous Spaniard and warrior In.dhm, or m;eil_
the servile Negro intermixed with both, fc‘n'm -ﬂfls env:dou]f o
tion, until lately inhospitable to ut‘.l?r_.m}t’mnuhtmsa an : n
in ehains of religions bigotry, is semi-civilized ; an m;mdermt
prosperity only beginning the march .of progrcs's.' 5 n ngc
until the Truth, as it is in Jesus C'hg-z‘st, the Lor &f m%s.m% ‘
Mexico free also, as ave these United St(.l.tCS, mey W cfc Gf-lllt’l '01“
her the Ttepublican, as the divinely orl'];uncd .fmm ?ﬂ : o\. e:ﬂr}na
ment, an lioner to ler sister Republic, sharing 11?11 ) 1131“he
more than imperial title s * Lond of the f:"ee and home ?m
brave!” ¢ The teuth shall make you free.” - John 1."111.19.}.‘ 1
Those words of the lessed Saviour htwe- heen gl‘ormus i 1.u ;
flled in the history of this Ameri’mn nation, dul‘l.l'ig.'ﬂl-o as
humdred years; or to the saving lx\{}uel\cc O.E C;ule?[i:m..r:l:l;y, ol
Godl, is due the glory of our Replfbhc. ‘ I’mlscitm : Oét ,t .
Owing to the independent 1'elzlh!?n of Ghurf‘.\ an ‘ 1 (: "
America, Christianity has had o fnir oppnrtl_mlty ;0 pxluvc i :d
she rehigion of freedom from sin, and every kind o -t;yfr.xlnnyv ..m
opprossion, and il great regenerator :md. clevator o l.;md“ur 1.;
What it has required other Jands and natious, a thous.tln ?'eu
to nttain has here been nccomp\isheﬁ_ more laf'gcly :-mt s}mcc:f-
fully in o hundred. Asis the Amcn‘cnn nation pdlcl-c;nm:.n 5;:
Christian, so is their country cmpllnt1cjully.the mode .h :lca. 1cbot'
Christian activity. OF course, Americe is not Paradise, bu
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neither is any other country—there is no more Paradise on
earth anywhere. Owing to our nation’s youth and necessary
material netivity, and influx of heterogencous elements from
abroad, by immigration, much remains yet to be accomplished,
morally, spiritunlly, intellectunlly, ere we shall have renched
the full measure of development as a nation of freemen! Wo
are thankful to God for the good accomplished thus far, ond
the blessed freedom cnjoyed by us, and all who in this broad
Iund seck refuge from home oppression, and comfurt for body
nnd soul.  Much of this good we attrilinte to the hallowed in-
fluence of the Christian Religion. ‘

Of the cleven million communicant Clristians in the United
States, not to mention the still greator number of baptized, and
muany believing young persons and children attending Sabbath-
School, making all due allowance, in the enumeration of this
army of the Lord, by immigration from foreign lands, yet of
theso millions, how many are the immediate product of the
enlightening, regencrating and sanctifying influences of the
Holy Spirit, as operative in Flis blessed work of enlvation, in
the means of grace, in the Ameriean Chureh! And it is not
among the poor, in the humble walks of life only, as the illiter-
ate, but by Presidents, senators and statesmen, philesophers,
poets and scholars—artisang, merchants, soldiers and farmers,
the religion of Jesus is owned, honored and professed as the
power of sulvation unto many. Was there ever o greater, moro
general, more thorough, moro liberal and more glorious mis-
sionary work accomplished, in so short a space of time, in the
bistory of Christianity, than in the history of Ameriea, for
America, during the past hundred years? We think none!
Liet the infidel sncer at this statement nnd assortion ; fucts nre
stubborn things ; to these we nppeal ; to the statistics of the
Christinn Church in America,—its small beginning at the time
of the Revolution—its gradual and stendy growth, its present
bost of illustrious professors with their excmplary intelligence,
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zeal and liberality, a marvel in history and a glory to God on
high! When the last Evangelical Alliance met in I{ew York
Cibty, composed of most lenrned and godly ropresentatives from
all Protestant Christendom of Europe and other lands, .tl‘ley
admired our material progress in the building of large citics,

. extended commeree, inexhaustible natural resources, our in-

genions mechanical skill and restless enterprise; and Ameri-
can characier ns foremost in every sphere of activity, but above
all— Lmerican Ohristianity ! DBooks and religious periodicals
teem with lnudations of the mighty and glorious work of salva-
tion accomplished by the Church of the living God, in this land!

And what does infidelity testify in public harangues, through

its blasphemous press—in itg street gossip end szloon brawls,

than that there is too much religion in America, * too many
priests,”” too many rich and noble, too many mighty and wise,
professed followers of the despised * Nazarene I Thero is foo
much religion in America for the godless and wicked. Oh may
there never be lesa and still more in the future. .

Thus, while the higher classes in America, honor alike with
the humbler our holy religion, it is a distinguishing . charac-
teristic of the Americnn Church, that to the poor the Gospel
is preached, and well, emrnestly, successfully! In heathen
lands, knowledgo and religion arve the special property of_ L‘h.e
upper classes. In monarchical countries the m‘istncrfmy: princi~
pelly preach the word and govern the Chureh. America’s glory,
as in the State, 8o in the Churah, as in the days of Apostloes,
not unfrequently is: that fullers, shoemakers, tanners, tailory,
carpenters, farmers, luborers, preach tho everlusting Gospel to
the multitudes, to raise the fallen, to cheer the blind, to henl
the spiritually sick, and resurrect from the death of soul sinners
DLad by nature and worse by practice! The influence exerted
for holiness by the Inity of the American Church is invaluable.
T'he unpractical forcign religionist hearing for the first time the
DMethodist loocal preacher, on the Sabbath-day, teaching our
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holy religicn, and exhorting a congregation of hundreds of fel-
low-townsmen to holiness, seems to Lim ineredible. He re-
members from his reading of Christian biography, how now and
then a person of humble Dirth, and station in life, was elevated
to a position of influence; how the poor miner's son—DMartin

Luther—became the great Reformer, and Young Stilling—the

tailor boy—the famous physician and Christinn scholar—but
that so many Christian furmers and mechanies, should pretend
to bo tezchers end preachers of the world of God, is a marvel !
But herein is Ameriean Clristinnity superior; as it is free, it
is bold, ngoressive, enrnest, zeslous! And here s illustrated the
saying: ¢ One is your I\Inster, and ye are brethren.” * And
he hath made us %ings and priests unto God, and His Father.”
The American Christinn, as he is a freeman, is he a king; s
He is a believer in the Liord Jesus, is he a priest!

Ag the religions character of the Christian poor, has thus
been clevated to o comparative equality with the rich, also the
material and temporal condition of this class has Jargely been
meliorated. The Christian charity, which this nation dis-
penses and has exhibited during the last century, is troly as-
tonishing in tho establishment of poor-houses, orphan-ssylums,
widows' homes, churches, colleges, and all manner of relief, re-
ligious, educational and protective nssociations, too numerous
to nnme, not only for bodily comfort and mental culture, but
lilkewise for spiritual peace, and the soul's gnlvation! And
what the Church as an organization omits, or is unable to ac-
complish in this respect, the numerous seeret benevolent orders
in the land, founded on the Master's great command: ¢ Love

thy neighbor ag thyself,”” complement and supply, by o’
parallel system of generous, praiseworthy, beneficence, If it

wero not for the occasional frauds among the poor, shaking
human confidence and hardening human sympalhy, no man in
Awerica would need to want for daily bread. So ample aro
the provisions for the bodily comfort of the unfortunate, naked
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and hungry. If anywhere, it is here, where tho true intent of
God’s word is understood and practiced: James i. 27.  Turo
religion, and undefiled before God and the Father is this: Ta
visit the futherless, and widows in their aflliction and to keep
himself unspotted from the world.” Wo do nob say to our
poor: Go and be fed, be ye clothed. We take pleasure in
doing both with our own hands and means, systematically, con-
stantly, generously, frecly, from pure love to our fellow-men,
g8 our Lrethren according to the flesh, and joint-heirs of heaven
by the glorious faith in Jesus Christ! To see and painfully
feel the dilference in this respeet, between most foreign nations
and ours, you must go abrond and there witness the starving,
wretehed caravan of pnupers in other lands, piteously erying
for food and raiment, for shelter, for home comforts and the
enlightening benefits of civilization, but in numerous cases re-
ceiving neither. Truly America is the poor man's paradise.
Let him not forget this; and az once stood the angel of the
Lord, with flaming sword in hand at the gates of Paradise, to

- provent fallen man, and wicked Satan from a return to its hal-

lowed bowers, to pollute them, so let him ever be found armed
with the love of liberty and devotion to Ameriea, to proserve
them intact an asylum, and home for generations yet unborn in

" this and other lands.

Another saving influence of Christinnity appears still more
strikingly in the American Clristian family life. 1 frecly as-
sert, there is no Christian country in which there are so many
praying fomilics, who as parents, children and servants Lave

" erected in their humble or lofty home, an altar of prayer, a

shrine of pious devotion, where daily God's word is read for
instruction in the way of life—confession of sin made—almighty
Gol asked for pardon and peace; and where praise und thanks-
giving are offered to our beavenly Father! And yet somo
would doubt whether this is a Christian nation. If every
leathon Las his shrine of idolatrous devotion in lowly hovels,
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proud and learned Hindoos, teaches, * that the wife iz d
pcnd.ent on her father, her husband, her sons her neare bm Ic-
relations, and must never govern herself. A,nrl if t.he SI'Flm ;
the husband be dopraved znd he live in illicit love with l ::JI .
women, she must never Temonstrate, but honor that ad 1(1 o
15 h_er God!"  Among the Chinese, the birth of g i:l o a
fumily calamity, and not o few of them are killed ai b']'slﬂ'
Among Mohammedans, the husband may have four wives rml(;t :
many meore concubines as he is able tg Support, none daring ‘;3
remonstrate, and all the bonded slaves of lust, in harem p 3
dark, stupﬁid, concealment. We hope the provinees now in ]i :tr;
vrny against Turkey, will earve well that slothful bird of “' 3
5::{2011510115,@{&11& consume bone and ull, and not only ilcﬁu[i'o
own Christizn freedom, but unlock t i

;:'nmaél'zjl }o'ng cnpn:vit‘yi' under Islam’s rule, ESGP;;:z:re(Izzrllezf
mc;:‘n! 0 (-)ii:::; hfnrslup of free, honored, nsefy] helpmeot n;
heathenism or f]:{rilcli?lrft;hi]l:t?rclsltogr Zve“ Judaisim, i
01 nfidelity, cd woman to hier normal pg-
sttion and relation in the world, g it therefore a won .P‘J
:I:Jns;sggh:llli, f];‘::,;i{?;ei&}ous discigllus of the Lord Jesus, aredt%l;:?l
mong t1n every Clristien country? By w
sulvation has come into the world—to her 7 hod tho
glad tidings of peace alike wi wan T 1'—'1',93‘3_1“3‘1 o
comfort;cr?whcg the saéllfcl;: gz;ttcT}z;fae e Jesus end and

foreigner, now traveling through these United States, visiting
and enjoying the superior comforts of American Christinn
homes, i3 surprised at the many victues that characterize our
Christian wives ond mothers, their general intelligence, their
cleanliness in their own persons, the sprightliness of their
children, their orderly houscholds, their piety and their dili-
gonce as o class. There iy no rule without exception. Dub
compared with foreign countries, the American woman and
Christinn mother, is undoubtedly o model in many ways. I
attribute - this superiority to the clevating influenees of Chuis-
tianity, as the traly enlightening and purifying power in the
world. ¢ Cleanliness is next to podliness,” and ** godliness is
profitable unto all things.”

In o well-organized American family, alse the children occu-
Py 2 superior position, as the hope of the future Church and
State. The scrvant, though a mere laborer, feels that he is
yet a frceman, and must Do honored for his manhood’s, lis
works’, his citizenship’s sake, as an Americon, necording to
Bible teachings: “In Christ there is neither bond nor free.”
There was o time, and not long age, when one portion of hu-
manity in this land, held the other in servile bondage and mise~
ry, but that evil has been corrected and bitterly atoned for by &
mountain of gold and heeatombs of human lives. And at this
Centennial Jubilee, let us reverently and gratefully remember









