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dwoke to deeper interest and zeal in the canse of Israel. Lot
us study the prophecies regarding them, investigate their present
‘condition, east awny ail indifference, and pray for their spiritusl
good. Let us treat thom aa fellew-immortals, as|friends, a8
benefactors. Let us repay the benefits which they, have con-
ferred npon us, and upon the Church of Christ. Thus shall we
ppprove ourselves the true children of Abrohom—the true
brethren of St. Paul—men of the sume spivit with those whom
we claim as our patterns and our glory. P

3
Anr. V.—SCRIPTURE VIEW OF HOLY BAPTISM,

BY REV, D. T, EEISLER, AT. ALTO, Pa.

Ag g general thing a subject can be most easily|and clearly
understood iu the light of its ewn history, Tracing it from the
beginning onwards, the subject unfolds itself gradually and in-
telligently to our minds, Bvery step we teke in advance brings
the subjeet more fully into view, and its peculior characteristics
become more and more distinetly manifest, until, finally, every
distingnishing feature of the whole subject stnnds|out promi-
nently and impressively to our vigion. With this object in view,
and under the full conviction thut history is its own iinterpreter,

-1 propose to treat the subject of Christian Baptism in this his-
torical way, giving the siatements of Seripture on the subject,
in the first place, snd then pppending thereto such‘ remarks us
these statements themselves may suggest. :

I. PROPHETIO INTIMATIONG.

Tigurative representations and statements found in the Old
Testament Scriptures—some referring direetly ond others in-
directly to the subject in hand.

Besides the numerous ceremoniul washings and outward
cleansings, which seem to Took forward to something of a more
' real and’ efficient character—to o spiritual clennsing in the
loter and better dispensation—we have two remarkable pro-
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phecies. Isnish, speaking of Jesus Christ as *exalted and
extolled,” in consequence of His sufferings, by which @ His vis-
nge was 8o marred more than any man, and His form more
than the sons of men,” proceeds to say i “ So shall He sprinkla
many nations.” This prediction of the universality of Chris-
tian baptism, as the ordinance of initiation into the kingdom of
God, suggested to the Hunuch the pessibility of his own par.
ticipation in the privileges of that kingdom; and so, hearing
ond believing the exposition of Philip, he said: *See, here is
water; what doth hinder me to be baptized " And immediately
the ordicence was administered to him, *and he went on his
way rejoicing.”-—Ezekiel gives the mezning, in distinot terms,
of this sprinkling of “ many nations" which Isaiah predicts :
“Then will I sprinkle clezn water upon you, and ye shall be
clenn; from sll your filthiness and from all your idols will T
cleanse you. A new heart also will Igive you, and a new
spirit will I put within you; and I will take away the steny
heart out of your flesh, and I will give you a heart of flesh,
And I will put my Spirit within you, end canse you to walk in
my statutes, and ye shall keep my judgments,—and ye shall be
my people, and Iwill be your God.”

In the former of these quotations the sprinkling is repre=
gonted as the means of bringing the Gentile world to o partici-
pation in the blessings of redemption ; und in the Intter - the
same iden is held forth in connection with the moral or spiritaal
change which accompunies this incorporation with God's peo-
ple—the giving of & “new heart” and of & ‘“new spirit,”’ as
well as u cleansing from sin, being in some wuy mystically
joined to the sprinkling with * clean water,” Akin to these
remarknble passages is the following taken from the prophecy
of Isniah: “I will pour water upon him that is thirsty, and
floods upon the dry ground: I will pour my Spirit upon thy
seed; and my blessing upon thine ofispring; and they shall
spring up a8 among the grass, s willows by the wnter-courses.
Oge shall suy, T am the Lord's; and another shall call himself
by the name of Jacob; and another shall subseribe with his
hand unto the Lord, and surname himself by the name of Is-
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roel.’”  New whatever we may think of this benutiiful l.a.nguuge
in its relation to the subject in hand, one thing is certain—that
the holy prophet, in nccordance with the .uniﬁlnrlfz costom af th_e
inspired writers, very beautifully unites in ]ns'lmﬂ.gas the uni-
versal emblem of spiritual blessings—wnter—with|the ‘Plessm gs
themselves, and then describes the effect of these Pleasmgs, the
free and full and unconstrained dedication of themselves to the
service of God, on the part of the subjects of tl?e.se hen.veflly
gifts and graces. This is all the use which we design- making
of this passage. It serves asa basis for the nse oif‘muqh of the
language of the New Testament writers in connection \Tx‘th Bap-
tism. The shadowy images of the Old Covenant unmistalkably
point to the substentisl realities of the New, as Fh_e- necessary
spiritual verities, in which they themselves find:their only true
meaning and divinely appointed fulfillment.* - .

II. JOHN'S BAPTISM.

Its noture and- design—preliminary arru.ngement.—'designed_
to prepare the way for Ohrist’s coming and reception among
men—Ilooking distinetly to the future. .

‘What shall we say of John—the harbinger of U’hns.t—q..nd of
the nature and objest of his buptism ! Undoubtedly it was pre-
puretory to the coming and kingdom of the Redeemer, mfd,. a8
such, must partake in purt at lenst of the nature of f}hrmtmn
Baptism. But let us hear the sccounts given of it by the
Evangelists : * Then went out Jerusalem, and n.l% .‘[Iudea., al}ld m'll
the region round about Jordan, and were baptized of him in
Jorden, confessing their sing; bubt when he snw many of the
Pharisees and Sudducees come to his Baptism, he said unto
them : O generation of vipers! who hath warned you to flee

# # The prophets often nlluded to this emblem of the soul’s being clocnsed l'rfnm
sin; and some paseages of the New Tostoment intimate, thob 'l oth the cloansing
from gulilt by the blood, nud from pollution by the Bpirit of Christ, were comprised
under this outward sign ; yel Ia the lntior more generally intended.”—w Wnler.wng
tha outward eign ; the nse of it is essentinl, because water is the universul pu-rmur.
The inward, spiritual pignificatien is the snme ng that of uimumci&fn}l, that s, r.:-
generation and sanctification by the cleansing power of the Holy |Spirit."—Soott in
Henry.,
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from the wroth to come. DBring forth, therefore, fruits mee
for repentance.” Matt. iii. 5-8.—*John did baptize in the w
derness, snd preach the boptism of repentance for the remission
of sins. And then went out unto him sll the land of Judea;
and they of Jerusalem, and wers all beptized of him in the river
Jordan, confegsing their sins.” Mark i. 4, 5,—*And he (John)
came into all the country shout Jordan, preaching the baptism
of repentance for the remission of sins.” Luke iii. 3.

John the Buptist stands personally and offcially between the
earlier and later dispensations, and so forms o transition in his
life and labors from the dim light of the one to the brighter
glory of the other. These representations of his baptism ne-
cordingly constitnte o partial and transitional fulfillment of the
ancient predictions, in which the sprinkling of “ many nations "
ond the washing with “pure water ” speak of o * new heart "
being given, and of o *new spirit "’ being put into the subjects
of this mystical washing. Wonderful changes ave predicted,
and assurance given, that, under the New Testament dispen
sntion, ** all flesh shall see the anlvation of God.” John stands
on the threshold of this glorious Dispensation, and his own pre-
liminary baptism gives sssurance of n better time and of better
things coming—the time and things of Christ.

III. JOHN'S BAPTISM AGAIN,

Its relation to that of Christ—propheey and fulfillment—Bap-
tism with water elevated to Baptism * with the Holy Ghost and
with five."”

Hear the testimony of John himself—the faithful witness
I indeed baptize you with water unto repentance; but He
that cometh nfter me is mightier than T—He shall baptize you
with the Holy Ghest, and with fire.”” Matt. iii. 12.—*T indeed
bave baptized you with water : but He shall baptize you with
the Holy Ghost.” Muark i, 8.—“ Saying unto them all: I in-
deed baptize you with water; but one mighter than I cometh—
Ha shall baptize you with the Haly Ghost, and with five.”
Luke iii. 16.—* John answered them, saying, I baptize with
water; but there standeth one among you whom ye know not—

18717
i seme is He which buptizeth with the Holy Ghogt.” John L
29--33.
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< Having this full and complete stetement of John concerning,
the nature of hie own boprism and that of Ohriat, Wwe nre pre-
_pared to make a comparntive estimate of the two kindred
ordinances. The one ig o baptism with water—the other a bap-
tigm with the Holy Ghost and with fire. No one cen fuil to see
the infinite superiority of the latter over the.formér. So John
himself represents them, and wishes them to' be understood.
By forming 4 clear conception of the nature and "object or de-
sign of the lower and enrlier one; we ghall be able to estimate
ot lenst approximately the. nature and design—the force and
import of the higher and later—+the perfect on}e. Obaerve,
then, that John's baptism, accerding to his own statement, was
& “Baptism of repentance for the remission of sins ""~—that in
those who came to that baptism and expected to lshare its ‘ad-
vantages, he required © fruits meet for repensance "'—that, in
point of fact, they * were all buptized of him in ﬂ;e river Jor-
dan, confessing their ains " _that.coming to that|baptism, ac-
cordingly, wes to “flee from the wrath to come.’) If all this
was implied in the lower—the preliminary—the ghadowy bap-
tism of John, pointing to the coming of the *“mightier” one,
and His superior Baptism of the Spirit, what wonder-working
power and efficacy may Wwe not expect in coune tion with its
administration! T
Before dismissing this part of our subject, and in support of
what has already been said, we must yet call attention to on
incidental statement of a very singnlar and remnrklubie chp.r_fic-
ter na to the nature of John's Baptism, und its relution’ to the
kingdom of God as it then stood. It is found in Luke vii. 29,
30, ond reads as follows: * And all the people that heard him,
and the publicans, justified God, being buptized with the Bap-
tism of John ;. but the Phaorisees nnd Lawyers rejected the coun-
gel of Grod ngeinst themselves, being not baptized of him:'™
Whether we take this to be the language of Jesus, continuing
His discourse, or.of the Evangelist, 2s o reﬂection%on— what the
Saviour had just said, the import is substu.ntinlly-tllw seme. It
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teaches the important fact that even the lower and imperfect

Baptism of John was of

isting circumstances, that submittin

gach vital importance in the then ex-
g to the same wns a justify-

ing of God, nnd so, by implication, s seving of the soul, while
the being not buptized of him ™ was the rejection of God's
tounsel by men ogainst themselves, If the words are those of

Jesus Himself, us is most likely,

then they furnish an authori-

tative declaration ag to the nature and import of John's baptism,
und prepara us to appreciste more fully what is yet to come in
reference to this preliminary ordinance, snd also to estimate,
the superior charncter of the hely ordinance instituted by the
Lord Himself and Practiced by the Apostles.*

IV. BAPTISM OF JESUS,
Progress from the baptism of the covenant people ta the bap-
“tism of Him in whom the sovenant had its ground and fulfll-
ment; full and unhindered effect of baptism ag seen in Him—

the Holy One.

The Baptism of our Lord is more ar less fully recorded by

all the Evangelists.

Wo shall give their several aceounts,

‘* Then cometh Jesug from Galilee to Jordan unto John, to be

baptized of him. But Jo

hn forbude Him, saying I have need

to be baptized of Thee, and comest Thou to me? And Jesus,

answering, said unto him,

Suffer it to be =g now; for thus it

becometh us to fulfll all righteousness, Then Le suffered Him.

And Jesus, when He wag

baptized, went up straightway out of

the water: and, lo, the henavens ware opened unto Him, and He

saw the Spirit of God descendiug]ike a

dove, and lighting upon

Him: and, lo, o voios from heaven, saying : This is my beloved
Son, in whem I sm iwe]l Blensed.” Matt, iii, 18-17.—Sq also
St. Mark with slight verbal varistions. Mark 3, 9-11.—St, Tuke

® ¢ John baptized the Ppeopla witi

immensely guperfor to him|in dignity, nutharit
after him in time, would baptiza them with tha Ha
Bavionr would sommunieats {n His diraiples the divine Bunoti

(0 wnsh away internal pollution ;
kindlo a boly flume of Jove angd zeal
thelr whole souls into His owy pure

L water, calling tham to repentanco; but Josns,
s and oxeellengs, though coming
ly Ghast and with fire,"~_ The
fier, n8 purifying water,
and, a8 refining fire, to conEume their drosa,
, flluminata with heavonly wisdem, and sonvart
und holy neture,”—Spoty iy Heary.

'

|
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Jins oma additionel items in his ucco}mt. It runs %hus;]: ( JI_TuW;
when oll the people were baptized, it came to pass, t nt,d esud
ulso being baptized, end praying, tl.le heaven was opened, an
the Holy Ghost descended in  bodily sl.mpe, ﬁ.hkg a dove, upon
Him, and a voice came from heaven, which said :‘.f'lf-hc:)u urtgmy'
beloved Son; in Thee I am well plessed.” ]:.ruke!‘m. 21, 22—
8t. John has an independent account, relating h[:.t tha Bn}})-
tist himself says of this remerkabie occurrence. ‘Anlri John
bare record, suying, L saw the Spirit descending from‘ en.ver%
like a dove, and it obode wpon Him. And I knew Hl.ﬂl not;
but He that sent me to baptize with water, the spma said unto
me, Upon whom thou shalt see the Spirit d.gscendfng, and r]e-
muining on Him, the snme is He which bupbme_t.h x-v1th the Ho jfr
Ghost. And I saw, and bare record that thisiis the Son o
. John i. 32-84. .
GDIdn connection with these statements cuncerninég the ].?Nlpﬁlﬁt.n
of Jesus by John, we notice the following fncts——-thut,_ 1mu‘1‘ec;111-
ntely on the consummation of thissacramental tmfnsncmon, t '
heavens were opened unto Him;"—that “He suw thcla' S[nrl(il:
of God descending like a dove, and lightmg. upon 1_5[111-1; —an
that “He heard o voice from heaven, saying, Cifhls is my be-
loved Son, in whom I am well pleased.” “If ?he Baptism of
Jesus itself wag to ¢ fulfill ell righteousness, consuz::unated nof
so much for Himself, the just one, as for us, the! unjust, whom
He came to save; were not the peculier blessmgs con.nected
with ¥is Baptism also rather for our sskes than for' His, who
needed not this * washing of regenerntion and renawing of tl'le
Holy Ghost,” except as He voluntarily took our place, and, dm
His own most pure and blessed life, set us an example of obedi-
enca? If to Him, who sanctified the waters of Jordan to the
# mystical woshing away of sin," the heavens were opened, the

Holy Ghost descending and sbiding upon Him, fmrl a voice was

heard, saying, * This is my be!c{ved fSDD’ i‘n vs‘rhom I om well
pleased,” may not these same thingy in their proper measure
and in their own appropriste form be supposed to tuke pllu.ce
in the case of those for whom the true Baptism—the Baptism

of the Anocinted One—as instituted, nnd in whpm it is consum-
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mated in “the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the
Hoely Ghost ?”” - No presumption counld possibly be more ren-
sonable and in fuller conformity with what we would naturally
be Ied to expect. Blessed be God for the record of this sacred
transaction !*:
V. SIGNIFICANCE OF BAPTISN,

Teachings of Christ us to the nature, necessity, and meaning
of Baptism.—The use of the ordinance during the life and per‘i
gonal ministry of our Lord.

Of all the Evangelists ‘St. John alone hes given an nccomnt
‘of what Jesus Himself taught, prior to His daath end resur-
?ection, concerning the nnture and necessity of Baptism, and
its connection with the kingdom of God as estublished by Him,
So also a8 regards the practice of Boptism during the personal
ministry of owr Saviour, John alone mentions the fact, and tells
us ineidentally by whom it was administered and for what pur-
pose. Lt us bring before us this record. :

To Nicodemus, who congratulated Him, a8 o ¢ Teacher come
from God,” Jesus opened up one of the profoundest mysteries

.of the kingdom of grace—the necessity, namely, of o new birth
as the indispensable condition of entering into, nnd enjoying th;
benefits of that kingdom. ¢ Rahbi, we know that Thou art o

teacher come from God ; for no mon can do these mirncles that

Thou doest except God be with him, Jesus answered, and said

. @ Henven once again opened at the baptiem of Jesus—primurily for Him, and
through Hin, for all menkind, The blessing which fiowed from this huplism—th;
prophotio import af which attained its fulfilment in the desth on the 0russ—ap-
,punrafl at the elose of Christ's mission on earth, in thmihatitution.n! holy baptism
for His peupl?, with the gracious blessing of the Trinily—Fchur, Son und Holy
that—uttmhmg toit. For this purpose did the Father revenl Himself an this oc.
ongion; for this purpose did Jesus. obtain without mpudure the supinting of the
Bpirit; for this purpose did He na the Son, throw ‘n_p(u'.\ the portals of heaven, and
offer Himaulf by tho Haly Ghost to tha Father, for the sulvation of the wurllni."—
Lange's Commentory. i v S

# Jesua cama to bo baptized.of him—John. Being freo from ain, Ha could not ro-
pevt; nod Heneeded no forgivenesy, regencration, or newness of life; but He would
hanor baptisw, as the ordincuce of God, and wse it ce n‘."aulemn' in{r;dﬁnhin‘n o Hia
mo'ﬂli anored work and offiges; of which John's testimony, this desonnt of the Hal
Bpirit, and the veise from Lenven, wers so mony notifications.”—Seott in Henry. .I
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- unto him, Verily, verily, I sy unto thee, except/a man be born

again, he cannot see the kingdom of God." ‘I‘ltﬁs declaration,
which so greatly puzzled the *Master.in Israel,” is subston-
tinlly repeated, and thus made more clear in its reference to the
future initiatory ordinance of His kingdom by o slight varia~
tion in the phraseology employed. ¢ Verily, verily, I sny unto
thee, exeept a man be born of water and the ,Sp\irit, he cannot
enter into the kingdom of God. That which is me of the flesh
"is flesh ; and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. Marvel
‘not thab I said unto thee, ye must be born a,gh.in." John iii.
a-T, SR
That this language refers to Baptism, as the mystery of the
new birth, is evident from ull the circumstances in the midst of
which it cccurs. No man could ever have thought of referring
it to anything else, hnd not party conaidemtio;ns swayed the
minds of men, and induced them to turn so simple o pussnge
away from its natural and necessary connections, Bub if there
were any doubt resting upon the matter, it would be at once
dissipated by noticing how naturally the history, furnished in
the subsequent verses, passes over into a relation of what Jesus
and His disciples did immediately afterwnrds. |At lenst so it
gtrikes us.. “Afterfthosa things came Jesus and Hlla_disciples into
the land of Judes, and there He tarried with them, and bap-
tized.” John iil. 22. “And they caome unte John, and ssid
unto him, Rabbi, He that was with thee beyond Jordan, to
whom thou burest witness, behold the same bap‘tizéth, and all
men come to Him,” John iii. 28, “This notice jof Jesus bap-
tizing, ond of men. flocking to Him in such numbers ne to at-
troct the attention and excite the jealousy of John's disciples,
appears to hinve been -suggested by the record which Joha had
just made of the Redeemer’s interview with Nicodemus on. the
pubject of the Wew-birth and- its necessity to an enirance into
His kingdom: This fact comes out still more clénrly by what
is sid in’ o subseguent ‘passage.  * When, therefore, the Lord
knew how the Pharisees had heard -that Jesus m;u.dem.nd: hap-
tized more digeiples than’John, though Jesus Himself baptized
‘not, but His disciples, He left Juden,” etc. Johnliv..1-3. Here
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bﬂ,ptxsm‘ is intimately nssocinted with making ¢ disciples *—the
very thing which formed the aubject of is discourse with Fico-
demus, and which is afterwerds so beautifully broucht gut‘ in
the grent commission. In view of these facts we ;a.y confi-
d_ently regard these romarkable suyings of our Lord s exposi-
tlons of the nature and design of holy Baptism, as well as cIJ)f its
absalute necessity to an entrance into His chureh or kingdom

Whatever, under extruordinary circumstances, may be adgitteé
s:‘to t:r muge in which Christ makes disciples, and consequently

res them repari is is T i
e neeessz:r]; ‘.iy' :g them for heaven—this is His ordinary

VI. THE FORMAL INSTITUTION OF BAPTISH.
} .T.'he' apostolic commission and its éigniﬁcnnee——.the mode of
mltfn.txon inte God's kingdom—the subsequent r X
eabjeets in the precepts of the Gospel, ste.

TI'IG' commission given by our Saviour to His apostles, an-
thorizing them to preach the gospel and establish the l"inn'
dom of God in the world, contains, it is presumed, the ﬁ:llen-t
end wost exnet account of what they wers to do; :)r in oth:'
wox:ds, aceurately defines the duties and pl‘ivilen’e; or ; owers 1f
their Pﬂic?. In this respeet it can have no eqtful mulzv,h lers ;
superior, in the whole range of divine revelation, ’ What tie .
is the nature of this Commission? Angd whot are the,d t'n,
zm.d.prerogutives with which it invests those to whom itu“.j:lSg
omgn.mlly given? And what does it suy as to the place whici?.'
Baptism ocoupies in the gystem of the Guapel? Heore is the

aining of its

¥ ** Unless n man bo bora of water pnd of the Spirit.
dgeE u_xpouqud ta signify tho ordinnty ncesssity of Baoptism
birth is exprossed here by water and the Spirit, that is,
vater; for that is, in Boripture, the lnve i
& rof
Tuylor in Sndlar. ’ e hl'rth
s *
o I]}]‘]t:fsa :.a the Spirit is n.-nt.\uessnry inward cause, 50 water wera o nenossRYy out-
ward “:: 0 uur.[:]-ufenberuhon, whut eunstruction shouid we £iva gnto thoge werds
nro #0ld to be new-hay i i
Bt w-borp) pad thnt &f Dhurog, oven of water ¥ Jooker in
‘l‘lE:cupL o wan be born again by the offecctunl working of God’
:L;':u}[)l]" ;l‘ this new-birth, and in the ordinaty vourss of God’s proceedings in Hi
rab by the water of baptism, as the #ign appointed by God in the snorgmnnnt ::i"

Tegenerstion, e exnnot eater into the kingdem of God.” Bishop Inll in Sud!
R er.

"This preoept was in all
to oMl porsong. . . This
by the Bpirit {n baptizmal
5 or regeneration,” Jeremy

2 Spirit, na by the
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document :  And Jesus cama and spake unto them, saying, All
power is given unto me in heaven and in enrth. Go ye, there-
fore, and teach—muke disciples of—uoll nations, buptizing them
in the name of the Father, and of the Som, and of the Holy
Ghost ; teaching them to observe all things whatever I have
commanded you : and, lo, I am with you always, even unto the
end of the world, Amen.” Mait. xxviil. 19-20, Of similar
import precisely, thongh briefer in form, is the commission as
given by St. Mark. . “He snid unto them, Go ye into all the
world, and preach the Gospel to every cresture; he that be-
leveth, and is baptized, shall be saved; but he that believeth
not shall be domned.” Mark xvi. 15, 16. In reference to this
commission §t. Luke merely states that ¢ repentznce and ve-
mission of sins should be preached in His name wsmong sl
netions, beginning at Jernsalem,” ua stated by the Redeemer,
adding: “And, behald, I send the promise of my Father upon
you; but tarry ye in the city of Jerusalem until ye be endued
with power from on high."” Luke xxiv. 47-49. St. John's ne-
count is us follows: ¢ Then snid Jesus to them ngain: Peace be
unto you: as my Futher hath sent me, even so send I you.
And when He had eaid this, He breathed on them, and seith
unto them—Receive ye the Holy Ghost. Whosesvever sins ye
remit, they nre remitted unte them ; and whosesoever sins ye ra-
tain, they are retained.’ John xx. 21-23.

Trom these accounts of the great Commission given to the
Apostles, we learn, first, that Jesus Christ, claiming to be in-
vested with all power in hesven snd in earth, sent forth and
anthorized His Apostles to go and make disciples of a1l nations
by baptizing them, in the first place, and then teaching them to
observe all things whatsoever He Himaelf hud commnnded them;
secondly, that, in executing this commission, they were to
preach the Gospel to every creature, with the important declara-
tion: “He that bellevoth, and is buptized, shall be saved ; but
he that believeth mot,” and, consequently, is not baptized,
tghpll be darned;” thirdly, thak, in order to sustain them in
this arduous work, and render their mission suceessful, they
should not only be endued with “power from on high ;" but that
He Himself—the Son of God—would be with them ulways,
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even unto the end of the world ;"

and, lnstly, that Jesas, in o
kind of symbolic transnetion, prospectively, endowed them rith
the Holy Ghost, and so qua

lified them for the work of remitting
and retaining sins, by preaching the blessed Gospel, and admin.
istering ita sealing ordinances—salvation or damnation being
attached respectively to their reception or rejection on the part
of men.
By the terms of this Commisgion Baptism i3 made to 0CCUpy
% very prominent place in the econowny of the Gospel~heing
made in fuct the divinely appointed meuns of initiation into the
Lingdom of God—the effectual sealing of that faith and sub-
mission to the Gospel, on which sre suspended efernal life and
sulvation. “ g that believeth, and is baptized, shall be aved ;
but he that beliaveth not, shall be dumned.™*

VEL. APOSTOLIO BAPTISAL,.

Founding of the Christian Church, and the firat ndministra-

tion of Baptism, digtinctively Ohristian.—Tis connection with
the snlvation of men—object stated.

During the eventful forty days which the Lord spent on
enrth, between His resurrection gnd ascension to the right hand
of God, many useful lessons wers tought the disconsolate. dis-

ciples; and, in this way, they were gradually prepared for their
full and final investiture with the sacred office and the spiritual
powers uecessury for the due exercise of jtg appropriate func- .
tions.  Shortly before His departure, “being assembled to-
gether with thom, He commanded them that - they should noé
depart from J erusalem, but wait for the promise.of the Father,

——

% By boing buptized into the nAMe-—cis b Spoga—of the
of the Holy Qhost, wo nro brought into n real egramental
Juat aa the bejng 1 buptized inte Jesus Christ »
uz into real wnion with the orugified One,
nees of Hia death, we shalt aleo boin the
i Tt3g unfortunatéagain bero that our En

‘else Tt should hove been intg {us in Ga
wherever the exprossion is ug
after by the child of the truth
intp the vovennnt of redemptio

Fathor, ond of the Bon, and
union with the triune Gad,
~—‘ boptized juto Hig death " lrings
#a that being “ pianted together in the like-
likeness of Ila rasusrestion Aff, ord.snys ;
glish Biblds do not giva ue the fores of thiz
L. ii. 27) both here nod in 1 Cor. x, 2 and
ed. It imports not only n subjective recognition Kere-
impliad in v Zpope, «, 7. A, bub oo objective adnienton

U-—a pulting on of Cheiet, Bapiism i3 the eontraot of
ezponsal (Bph. v, 27) between Clrist and Hia Church,” Lange's Com. Note,
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which, saith He, ye have heard of me, qu John tr;ﬂ%, 1;1:3;153;
tized with water ; but ye shall be anhzed with thevHu yl ;
not many doys hence.” . This promize Wi fulfilled on t mthu.y
of Pentecost; and, in consequence, .of its fulfillment, they
preached Jesus and the resurrection with such effect that mmlnjii
when they heard this, exclaimed ; Men and brethren, Whﬂ,t:. md
weo do? ¢ Then Peter said unto them Eepa.nt, ani be bup. ize
every one of you in the name of J.BEuS Ohrist for the remxsz}:‘cn‘
of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of .the H:ly Ghost.u thmt
the promise is unto you, and to your children,* und to z; Aa.d
are afar off, even as many ns the Lc}rd our (Fod shall m.ﬂ . : n
with mony other wovds did he testify v,nFi exbort, suying f}wa
yourselves from this untoward generation. Then they Elu'.b
gladly received his word were baptized ; and the Eﬂma“ﬂu,y t e.l‘c
were added unto them about three thousnnd souls.’ Aets ii.
38'_[‘41]1-:3 Apostles of our Lord, jtis to be presumaq, unders{f‘;oid
the tenor of their commisgion, and the nature and nnporfs of the
duties which it ymposed on them. Whun3 therefors, n; (;m:l-
sequence of their preaching the Gospel of .the 'g:mcefo sh,
men felt their sins and guil, and earnestly inguir ad after i
way of salvation, they moy be Buppos‘ed to hinve given {:he EN.JS
gxact and appropriante answer imngmfmble to the penitent in-
quirers. Hence the importance of t?.us. answer to the pxi‘opclr
understanding of the Apostolic commission, and the way o tiﬂ;
vation which it prescribes. Tt cienFly Bets fnrth., first, [f.
thaose who wislied ta be saved, and exhibited due penitence, were

% What Promisa? Most naturally one either uuntninm.i in{ n; Ht:gguTs;c;] i:_;:],j;l;:

rophecy whieh Peter wus sxplaining. Such nn one we imv'i 1: o Imim;_
P lls the people to repentanes, nesuring thom that the Lord iz ¢ grocicus an nersi-
;::l." Ho odds: “ Blow the trompet in Zion; a_aneuii‘y u fust; cnliln. aoi'emlnu:r -
bly ; guther the people; ssnctify the congrogntion ; nseemblo the il:iu?’[:' E‘Ilumhur
ehildran, oud thago that suck 11;1 I;m;:u i -Mt :h; 21:‘:1;?::);::0%1:[&; ur;} w:: ;humeu ;
und the bride out of her cloaet, Lot t uprwa; ,S 1” e Tt et gt mon
ﬂ}:: pnl:mi::;: :: :E;I::::::.l'l'd lTLL;: L‘ifenllunu;fs: "P And it.};lfull come to llllss'llﬂEEWlll‘llE,
:hn.l:ai :\l pour out my Bpirit upen off fGesh.” Juel i, 12—1'7 natd ';‘s';zl st ‘:Z:)
the sarller promise given to Abraham, nnd _mpe?.tml f‘rnmdtéma ; x\x " g -
xii. 1-3; xvil 1.8 xvlil. 17-19. Also Gen. xxvi. 1-5; and Gon, :
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reguired to be Daptized in the nnme of Jesus Christ,"”—that
stch baptism was “for the remission of sins,"—that ir ad-
dition to- this, they were to “ receive the gift of the Holy
-Ghost,” a8 o permanent endowmeunt, to qualify them for the
dutiee of their high and holy calling; secondly, that this nssur-

ance of pardon, and of the gift of the Spirit was founded upon
the divine Promise,—that this promise belonged equally to ail

_ the covenant people and to their ‘ children,”—and that the
sulvation thus promised extends to the whole family of man ;
 thirdly, thet the Apoastle, in the use of the preceding language,
g well as in the “many other words ” following, exhorted men
to save themselves from the doom of that disobedient and per-
verse generation, by submission to the divinely appointed ordi.
nunee of salvation,—that “ they that gladly received his word

were baptized,” and thns showed their own sense of the neces-’

sity of this ordinance to their being saved,—and, finally, that,
by being thus baptized in obedience to the Apostolie challenge,
they were added unto the charch—the commuuion of saints.
With what ndmirable simplicity ond beauty do the Apostles,

in this first instance of their ministerial activity, set forth the
woy of sulvation! How clearly they illustrate the nature and
funetions of their sacred office, as imposed on them by the great
commission ; end how gladly should we follow the example of
these choson and divinely inspired heralds of the cross! The
very firat intimntions of the nature and design of Baptism, ny
they come out in connaction with the ministerial Inhors of J ohm,

were confirmed by the ineidental references in the Gospel, and

authoritatively established by the word of the Lord Himself, pre

liere brought forward again in the fulless way and under cir-

cumstances the most solemn and impressive. The ordinances

of God are simple, beautiful, aud slways consistent with them.

selves. *There are many devices in o mon's heart; nevershe-
less the counsel of the Lord, that shall stand.”

VIIL EXAMPLES OF BAPTISM.
The case of the Samaritans—of the Eunuch from the wilds

of Alrica—of * Saul of Tarsus,” the persecutor of the Suints—
of Cornelius, the centurion.
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The ease of the Szmaritons 1s somewhat peculinr, They re-

* caived the Gospel by the preaching of Philip. .When' they be-

lieved “the things concerning the kingdom of God,” as premcheq’i;
by the Evangelist,  they were baptized, bath men and women.

The news of this success reached the Apostles, who, it seems,

were still at Jerusalem. For some reason, probublyﬁlbec{xu?e
Philip was not fully and regularly ordaired to tl;e hot_'!? ;nl;l:;
try, or possibly because they wished to be perfectly satisfie .

to the truth of this reported triumph of the G_ospe}‘amuughr e
Samaritans, they sent unto them Pster and John; ‘ 1;_1;0, W -en-
they were come down, prayed for them, that they mig £ receive-
the Holy Ghost." Acts viil. 12-15. ‘In the following verses
(18, 17) we ore informed, that ¢ as yet hewas fallen wpon none

" of them ; only they were baptized in the name of the Lord‘ Ji e(i
“gus. 'Phen lpid they their hands on them, and they veceive

the Holy Ghost.” The communication of t}m ‘Spirit-lin th:x[i
caze depended on the laying on of‘ -honds by the 'qust es. t.
was probably the extroovdinary gift called for in ,nunu.e‘_e ion
with the founding of God's k‘mgdom‘ among the Sarfmnt?ns,
The significance of the passage lies in th'ls, that, ng in ehtl;:il:-
ordinary ceses, extraordinary gifts were 1mpn.r.ted, aolmsol: 1‘—3
nary instances, it is presumable, the ordmfn-y gffts of the piri
were impurted in like manner in connection with the ndminis-
tration of the same divine ordinance. o
The case of the Bunuch presents several pecu.han.m_:s. .H_e

+was buptized by Philip in consequence r:\f B special dlvm‘e lmtl-
mation, slong the public highway, and io view of the e:xIp ﬂ;ﬂil-
tion which he Lad given the Bunuch of the prophecy of sa'mll.; I’
referred to in our introductory remm‘kﬁ—-:‘ So shall He sl‘nl:ml e
many nations,” which forms the {Jegmmng of r.he- particu qul
passage on which he was maditntxng. “Thep Phl]l{)h ollpeni
his mouth, and began at the same Scrfpture, and preached un c;
him Jesus," ns the Saviour of all netions: “And as the?r wen.h
on their way, they came unto a certain water; and the?lug?c
snid, Bee, hereis water; what doth hinder me to.be bnpt:ze. 1——
and he baptized him.” Aects viii. 35-38. T.tus history f‘:u'ruf 1]e:
a presumption in favor of baptism by affusion. The *sprink-
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ling ’i of the prophet, as explained by Philip, was the immediate
ocension of anggesting haptism to the Bunuch, as the mepns o
entering into the kingdom of God and having part in its cove-
Emr.xt blessings. The language in the record of the case also
intimates thus muek. *“And they went down both into the
water, both Philip and the Eunuch; and he baptized him.”
.The sucramental act is olearly distinguished from the descent
into the water. The Bthispian believed on the Lord Jesus—the
erueified One—iwhose “visage was so marred more than any
man, and His form more than the sons of men,” of whom the
Prophet says: 8o shall He sprinkle many notions.” As
above we had an instance of the suceesa of the Gospel among
the Samaritans, so here we have an instance of like success

though solitary and prospective only of the Gospel among r,hc:
nations.

The Baptism of Sanl of Tarsus comes in very spproprintely
nwong these notices of the success of the Gospel in the case of
thosF Gentiles, whose Apostle he was chosen to become. Proud
of his ancestry, and ardently atiached to the splendid ritunl of
the fathers, it wos natura] for Sanl to oppose the religion of
the meek and lowly Saviowr. Bus he was a “chosen vessol.”
un.d the Lord found means to humble the proud Pharisee :Ll;d
bring him in penitence and faith to submit to the grace c;f re-
demPtion. Struck and blinded by the splendor of the divine
manifestation, he ewaited patiently the arrival of him who was
to tell him “ what he must do.” Anunias, whe was the chosen
instrument to attend to this work, was not slow to discharee hiz
sncred duty. DPatting his hands on him, he said; © Br‘;ther
Saul, the Lord, even Jesus, that appenred unto thee in the woy
as thou camest, hath sent me, that thon mightest receive th
sight, and be filled with the Holy Ghest, Aund imumdmtel;rr
therc? fell from his eyes as it had been scales; and ke received
his sight forthwith, and avose, and was baptized.” Acts ix, 17
18, Panl himself, in giving nn account of this occurrence 'I:ell.;
us whntf partioular words the minister used in connecti on, with
the ordinance that was to transfer him from the kingdom of
darkness into God's warvelous light. Here is the nddrec.;s, brief
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and pointed : “And now why tarriest thou? Arise, and be
boptized, and wash away thy sins, calling on the nawme of the
Lord.” Actsxxii. 16. Having himself been thus introduced into
the kingdom of God, under such peculinrly solemn circum-
gtances, it is 1ot at all strange that Paul afierwards as well as
here, speaks in such honorable terms of the Gospel which
bringeth salvation and of its sealing ordinances.

Oné more instance of the administration of the sacred ordi-
nance to prominentindividu[ﬂs, in connection with the planting
of the church among the Gentiles, we here adduce; it is the
case of Cornelins. He too wos led to send for a servant of
Christ by special divine direction. When the man of God came,
he found Cornelius and those with him prepared to receive the
message of glad tidings with meelmess and fear. Hear his
welcome to the Apostle: “Now, therefore, are we all here
present before God, to henr all thinga commanded thee of God."”
Mo such an nudience it wns not hord to presch and open up the
plan of salvation. He reviewed the history of Jesus of Noza-
veth; and © while Peter yot spake these words the Holy Ghost
foll on all them which heard the word,” so that the Jewish
brethren, present on the oceasion, were astonished “ becnuse
that on the Gentiles also was poured out the gift of the Holy
Ghost. For they heard them speak with tongues, and magnify
God.” Acts x. 45-46. In order that the seruples of the
Apostle might be removed, the extraordinary gift of the Spirit
—_the seal of God'a approval of these Gentile converts—awas
bestowed upon them prier to Baptism. Thiswas, therefore, an
extrnordinary cose, designed to meet the extraordinary circum-
stances under which the ordinance was to be administered. The
fact is distinctly indicated in the original of this passage. En-
gouraged by this token of the divine prosence and favor, ihe
Apostle agks: *¢Can any man forbid water, that these should
not be baptized, which have reccived the Holy Ghost as well as
we? Apd he commanded them to be baptized in the name of
the Lord Jesus.,” Acts x. 47, 48. The Apostle, in defending
himse!f and his conduct in this matter, speaks thus of the oc-

currence: “Aund, as I began to speak, the Holy Ghost fell on

27
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them, ns on usat the beginning. Then remembered I the word
of the Lord, how that He said, John indeed baptized with

water; but ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost.” Acts
xi, 15, 16.

IX. BAPTISM OF FAMILIES.

Instance of Lydia and her family—of the Philippian Jailor
und his family—of Crispus, *the chief ruler of the synagogue,”
.and his family—also of the Ephesians.

To bring before us these instances of Baptism and learn the
lessons which they teach respecting the loly ordinsnee, wo
must recite the words in which they are severally recorded.
The first cage is thus stated: * And a certzin woman named
Lydia, 2 seller of purple, of the city of Thyatira, whicl wor-
shiped God, heard us: whose keart the Lord opened, that she
attended to the things which were spoken of Paul. And when
she was baptized, and her household—family (ofxoc—not ofxla)
she besought us, saying, if ye have adjudged me to be faithful
to the Lord, come into.my house, and abide there. And she
constrained us.” Acts xvi. 14, 15.—This case is pecalinr, in that
it expressly mentions the baptism of Lydia's family on the
strength of her own personal faith. The entive aspect of the
case gives assuvance that here we have an undoubted ense of
infant or family baptism—the case of Cornelins being less
marked as regards his family. Here everything is clear. It
was Ler heart which the Lord opened. It was she who ° at-

tended to the things which were spoken of Paul.” And when
she wus buptized, and her family, ske besought the Apostle and
" his associates, suying, “If ye have adjudged me to be faithful
_ (méari) to the Lord, come into my house: und she constrained
us.”  Everything in the history clusters around her own per-
8on, as regards action, and only in the ordinance of Baptism
does her family come in with her, as shavers in the blegaings of
the covenant.

I the nceount of the Jailor's conversion and baptism we have
an equally clear and indisputuble cose of family baptism on ths
strength of the parent’s fuith. It wos he who said: ¢ Birs,
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whot must I do to be saved ! And they said, Believe on”the
Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shelt be saved, and thy house "—
family —olxds aov.  “‘And they spake unto him the word of,‘t.he
Lord, and to all that were in his honse " __Jiousehold—esteblish-
ment—oizio obrob.—And he took them the same hour of the
night, and washed their atripes; snd was buptized, oE AND ALL
HIS, straightway. And when he had brought them into his
house—private apm'tmunt—o?zou--he set ment ‘hc?fore bhfam, and
rejoiced, believing—himself believing or having behevled— )
zemloreurdic—in God with o1l his house—his whole family—
mavorx! ; or wore correctly and literally : ““he rejoineq. with oll
his houso-~his entive family—himself having believed in God.”
Thig history needs no further comment. To the eﬁm‘nest in.
quiry : **Sirs, what must I do to be sa.:.'ed?”,—the Apostles
repliad : **Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, nnd thou a.;lm]t b.e
saved, and thy house:” Oun his sssumed cumplizmc.e \Ylﬁh‘thls
solemn challenge, *he was baptized, he and all his, strmgl%t-
way "—thus acknowledging the “one baptism for tl{e remis-
gion of sins;” and, hoviog done so, and thus obinined the
heavenly boon, he rejoiced together with his whole fumily in the
precious deliverance thus brought to his house. .

In counection with the preceding instance of family bap-
tisms, the cese of Crispus deserves o passing notice. It is thus
related : “And Crispus, the chief ruler of the synagogue, believed
on the Lord with all his house—family; and many of the Co-
rinthians hearing, believed, and were baptized.”” This cuse pre-
gents nothing peculier, and calls for no other remorks, ijcep‘t
that, lile a1l other instances, which have come under review, it
ghows how uniformly baptism followed believing, and that it .
affords another.instanee of fuwily baptism in conformity with
the prineiple nsserted by Peter on the day of Pentecost—* The
promise js unto you, and to your children, and to all that L
afar off, even to os many us the Lord our God shall call’
Here olso belongs the cose of Stephenas, whose family was
likewise baptized by the Apostle. 1 Cor, i. 16. '

One other instance of *certain disciples” found ot Ephesus,
requires our attention, not cnly because it is found recorded in
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the Aets of the Apostles, where the others ocear, but also because
of its peculiar chavacter—differing from all the cases as yet
brought to our notice. Pnul for some reason unknown to us sked
them: * Huve ye received the Holy Ghost since ye belisved ?
And they said unto him, We have not so much s heard whether
there be any Holy Ghost. And he ssid unto them, unto what
then were ye baptized? And they said, unto John's baptism,
Then said Puul, John verily baptized with the Laptism of re-
pentance, saying unta the people, that they should believe on him
who should come after him, When they heard this they were
baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. And when Poul had
laid hig hands upon them, the Holy Ghost came on them ; and
they spuke with tongues, and prophesied.” Acts xix. 1-6.
What strikes us ns peculiar in this case, is that Payl inquires,
in the first place, as to whether they had received the gift or
gifts of the Holy Ghost—in the higher Christian sense of
course, and, as is altogether likely alsu, in His supernatural or
extrnordinary form; becouse such a communication of the
Bpirit seems to be indicated in what followed—speaking with
tongues and prophesying. These extraordinary gifts were of
course only temporary, and belonged necessarily to the period of
the chureh’s beginning, or its being planted; but, as these wera
ulways bestowed in extraordinary times, and for extraordinary
emergencies, so the ordinary and permanent gifts and gruces
of the Bpirit, as reyuived on ordinary occasions, nnd for the
performance of the ordinary duties of the Christinn life, were
ulways connected, also, with the enirnnee of men into the king-
dom of God. Paul was utterly surprised when they answered
that they had not even heard whother there be a Holy Glost,
80 that he scews to have taken it for granted, that, in all cases
of genuine baptism, in the nama of Christ, these pifts ure be-
stowed in eonncetion with the administration of the ordinznce.
In this view the pussage is of the ubmost importance. Wherg
any exception oceurs, ns in the case of Cornelius, the peculiarity
is accounted for by the eircumstances under which it took pluce,
The nature and design of the snerament are vindicatad by all the
instances of its administrution recorded in the orncles of God.
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X, BAPTISM——APOSTOLIO TEACHING. .
St. Paul's Epistle to the Romans—nAppetﬂ to the e:s:pemenc;
of the Baptized—First Epistle to the Gormthmns—Supp;J?eh
depreciation of the ordinance—Exnctly the reverse—nig
ground taken. ) o -
Punl's manner of treating the subject of boptism is n.?toget her
practical; but, for this very renson ulso, ’she. more intensely
earnest nnd interesting. The guestion With‘hlm is ag to wl}at
Baptism has to do with our daily practical life—what relation
it sustaing to holiness of beart and holiness of outward conduct.
What more intensely practical than his appeal t.o the brethren
at Rome, when the grace of Christ is i.n c%ueainon —* What
shall we say then ? Shall we continue msin, that grace muy
abound ? God forhid : how shall we, that nre dead to sin, live
any longer therein? Know ye not, thathso many of us us W(;:j
baptized into Jesus Christ, were bn.ptme.d 1r-1to His death ?
Therefore we are buried with Him by baptism into denth ; that
like ns Christ was raised up from the dead by the glm"y of the
Father, even so we also should walk in newness of llfe. For
if we have been planted together in the likeness _of His denlt;h,
we shall be also in the likeness of His re.ssurrect;mn: knowing
this, that our cld man is crucified with Him, that the body of
sin might be destroyed; that henceforth we ahould nob serve
gin.” Rom. vi. 1-6. According to this reprcsentmfzmn, thm-],
Baptism bringe us into real wpion with Jesus Christ, .who i3
t the resurrection and the life’' To be buptizo?(l ut.ull, is _tu be
“ baptized into Jesus Christ;"” and this sgain Lm.phes conjunc-
tion, in some mysterious vuy, with His death—with Him aa the
¢crucified one. Indeed such a union with 'the person of the Re-
deemer is overywhere assumed in the writings of St.‘l?nuh ﬂ'.s )
necessary condition of participation in the redemptl?n, which,
by His sufferings and death, He procured .for T_:[m people.
« Therefore we are buriod with Him by baptism into death;
that—in order that—like ns Christ was roised up from the
dend by the glory of the Father, even g0 we nlso shm‘ﬂd walk
in newness of life.” Our being one with Christ—the risen Ou.e
* ——binds us to the walking with Him in newness of life. This
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newness of life, hnwever, Isnot g mersly outwnrd cunfurmity to
the pure and holy life and example of our Saviour. . To_such

. An external Jife of purity and love, there i needed previously
alrendy an internal, spiritual, divine life within—the tharough

‘renewsl of man’s fullgn nature by the power of the Holy Ghost.
But the divine ‘Spirit uniformly” works by Qivinely ordained

means, and alsp ip divinely ordeined relations.  Heg ty)eq of

the things of Christ and shows them unto us—brings the re-
deeming powers of the risen aad exalted Sayiour to besy
fullen natyre through the Word ang
the one we are twakened to a sense of our need, and to a know-
ledge of the redemption that i iy Christ; by means of the
other, thig redemption is signified anq sealed to us. Byt al)
this, be it observed, ig accomplished by the Spirit in Ghrigt ang
ot outside of Hini, Jogys becomes ours firet, and then, g His
denefits,
T'his living union with the berson of Christ, who is < the
Yesurrection and the life,” lays the foundation for al] real pro-
£ress inthe djvine lifg here, and alse for the Lope of eternal lifa
In the world to come.  “Tor if we haye

been planted together
in the likeness of His death, we ghall be also in the likenesg of
His resurrection,” *

T'his is decidad Iunguuge; bat, it has been strangely enough
imegined, that the Apostle, in hig First Epistis to the Corin-
thians (i. 13-17), contradiots all that he had previ
reference to the importanee of baptism ; becpuge ke there thanks
God that he hag bhaptized only & few of the o
church ; and further 8ays:  “ COhy
but to preach the 8ospel.” The circumstances of the Qorinthian
Church fully agoount for this singulay Innguage. The divisigns
and parties there existing rendered i very important for the
Apostle that he should by able to nef o independent part iy
his attempt to settle thege difficulties. Thig hig peculiar relg-

——

on our
Sucrement, - By menns of

embers of thyg
8t sent me not tg baptize,

@ " Thint swhich wng ulrendy odjectively fulfitieq ou and in the porson of Jezus, the

nme is through i g fuith uppropriated subjeatively to an; he experioncos thy
Dower g woll of ) suflorings and of the death, ag of the resurrcotion of the Lypy,
Pil, iii 10,0 Olshausen,

otism. 497
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i i h as he

tion to the several parties enabled him tcz.dc}); ninnns:::;t s
could not be supposed to act se]ﬁahly‘and int ;al o
articalar portion of the comgregation—naot had t]g;'em'm e
En considerable numbera himself, and so ’uttuche L them to his
W]y; erson. Besides, the sacrament, unlike t.g - n,S o
Dendli]ng for its efficiency on the personal quali ucu u:tmded e
Person administering it, could be just as aﬁ'e;:)tul:heymnst e
EY P e Ollllunl:hftui t{e infertor clergy

i eft to

1 ut. Hence it was generally ey

?: idem(;gg::er the same, while tha Apostles the;nselves attendo
to the more difficult task of prefuchéif ;.1;;:;21;“. S
is is sufficient to aceount for ! of
th;l‘:;:::uslent on the part of the Apostles; but t::ns ;flezz EESi—

tle nlso effectually refutes the stroenge and unnatur pp

~ tion. Let us hear the Apostle himself in his sublime and charm-

i — esulf
ing description of the body of Ghrlst—}?hebch;rii: Dnn.: t:;drhmh
i the body s
i d ordinonce. * For as :
s b]ee;ieerﬂ and nll the members of that one bugy,- b:::;%
many, ’ iy Christ. Tor by one Spiri
ore one body ; so also is . !
mu?lrll baptized intz one body, whether we be Jews (:11' ?endh:.iz?;
\:;ether 11:'5 be bond or free; and have all beenb mn.blelt ;my k
i Spirit. Tor the body is not one membor, ey
o 1P 13-14, 'The whole church constitutes a .css !
. 'Oorl fx;a.uls:—“ one hody”—and this cneness cf‘ the SmlI}tE';nlj
H:tmilzneod in their union and communion with Christ, tthei{ ivi D?
ie:d into whom we are buptized, and so mfmi; pa.;:n;rs&ud
, i i is efer
i i —of His resurrection—o
Him—of His death—ao
lessed life ! ' _
b On the lfe-union, effccted by Buptisuf, I.Jel:w]e.a;n Ol‘llrl:ahamc-
the beliover, and itg influence on the Chnatmuhl ]f:: ;DI —
’ . . ee
lusion to this paragraph,
ter, and also #s o fit conc th ' S
i the henutiful sentimen
to insert from Olshausen ‘ Jont o! Jobn Gol-
i ormitnbem designat,
in, *Insitioc non exempli tantum con ‘ : T
v::u.nn.m conjunctionem, perquam cum ipso cou.l;nmdua; 1Eur ‘
uos gpiritu suo vegetans ejus virtutem in nos trans undat, cuil
Ilt surculus eommynem habit vite et mm.'m? coudmlonem oum
:rbore inguam ingertus est, itn vitee Christi non winus, g
?



428 Seripture Fiew of Holy Buptism.‘ fJory,

ot néug-ms participes nos esse consentaneum eet.” Com. ad. Rom
vi. &-6. ' ‘ '

5
XI. APOSTOLIC TEACIING, CONTINUED.
§t. Paul's Episile to the Galatisns—putting on Christ—
;Eplstle to the Bphesinns—one buptism—-su.nctify'i:ng and cleans-
m.g—Epistle to Colossinns—* buried with Christ”"—Ipistle &
Titus—irst Epistle of Peter. P
The Apostle, as would naturally be expected, teaches the
same things concerning Baptism in his luter Ep‘istles that he
tenches in those which we have uiready examined. Especiall
does he bring out the idea of car union with the person uug
worl; of Christ. In bis view only they could have part in His
g‘lol'fous redemption whe fivat had part in His person, First
Christ flimself, then His work. So in the Tpisties now before
us.  ““For ye are all the children of God by faith in Christ
Jesus. For as muny of you as have heen baptized into Christ
haye put on Christ. There is neither Jew nor Greek, there i;
neither bond nor free, there ia neither male nor female 3——-fm-
are all one in Christ Jesus,” Gal, i, 26-28. I q_;lota thS;:
possage eotire f{or several remsons, In the first place, the
thought that we are all * the ehildren of God by faith in C‘,:l.u'iﬂt
Jesus,”’ has been sometimes adduced ns an evidence ngeinst tl:e
force of the other stantement, that, nnmely, we become children
of God and members of His kingdom by Baptism. St. John's
Stl:ong and decided statement or report of what Jesus ;Himself
safd to Nicodemus is mnde to be of none effeot, simply because
proper stress is laid by the Apostle on the necessity and effi-
ciency of faith. The tenchings of the Apostle, howaver, show
mo‘st clenrly that the two things sre not innou;puhible I’mf. in
point of foet, identical or so joined together that nei’ther Jthe
one nor the other can exist apa.rt;, or absolutely separete from
the ut.her. A genuine faith in Christ universally leads %o, and
finds its consummation in buptism, as ite divinely ofduined, sign
and sea.l. The bond of faith is sealed and renderad truly vmiaid
nnr.l suving by having the seal of the everlasting covenant affixed
to it Hence the longuage of the Apostle is Dperfect]y conais-
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tent with itaelf; and the &we apparently contradictory stnbe-
ments ore in foct benutifully gomplemental of ench other. But
this possage is also important in that it sets forth the same
glorious iruth as that from the Epistle to the Romans—namely
that of our union with Chxist fivat, and then with eauh. other,
through the sncred ordinance. By pusting on Chriet in Bap-
tism, we ot the same time become united to Him, our Head, and
to cach other, the members of His body wystieal.
The Bpistle to the Ephesians presents the subject ngdc}t o
somewhot different ospect. The Apostle heré dwells partica-
larly on its sanotifying and cleansing effect.  * Even 28 Chlrlat;
also loved the chureh, and gave Himself fov it, that Be might
sanetify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the word;
that He might present it to Himaelf o glorious chu'rc'h, not
having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it shm.ﬁd
be holy, and without blemish.” Eph. v. 26-9?. What we wish
porticulorly. t0 sotics, in connection with thiz pessnge, Ts‘t.he
fuct, that it compleiely recongiles the gapposed incompatibility
of Word and Sacrement; 08 though they were IWO whelly
different t‘ninga-—ubsolutelg ingoneistent with ench other, juab

o case of fuith and baptism. But, ns in that case We
30 here also there 18
y. 1t must

as in th
found the trouble to be whelly imaginary,
1o ﬂiangreement———rn.ther +ha most beantiful harmon
e 5o in the nature of the vase. Did ever any sane man dream
of divine sacraments, separate from, ond independent of, tfhe
divine Word : or can any one jmagina 10 himself & gospel which
it hringeth galvation,” without at the same i;im.e haying its ap-
propriute signs and seals, to secure o the  heirs of salvation

their heavenly snberitance ?  The very thought of suc}z 5 PR~
ration of the things hich God hath joined together, 15 absurd

—_—

#  Roliovors, therefore, oadl no jonger be under : :
God; and theyare such, beennge all thoze hapiized hove ut on Chyigt. Baptism
unto Christ, ig, therefore, hera conceived in it8 profoundest iden, s the not of
rotion iteelf, in which the old mitn dies, end the mew mum iz barn {Rom.
Boganba) 18 n deseription of what happena
te Lim, cto, the
Olshuusen 00

{he inw, becnuse they ore S00S of

rogone
vi, 8.) The putting on Christ (Xpiaroy &
fn the pew birth. But with whomposver Christ joins Himeelf,
Sen of God, nlse gommunicates the oature of o child of God!

al, iil, 20-27.
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in the highest degree. Both the word and sacrament, each i
its place, has its appropriate and necessary office to pe,rform ;n
the work of bringing nigh to sinners, and applying to th i
souls, the redemption purchased by our Lord, W’]fut; 1l e
fore, G“md'huth joined together, let not man put nm,mdlem’:
There is mno contradiction between “being born again b 9;'1-1
:\,";J)l'd of God, which liveth and abideth for ever,” :nd a I?einn-e
“horl?. of wu‘tm- and the Spirit,""—no eentradiction batwee;
" huving purified our souls in obeying the truth,” and *bei
sanctified and cleansed with thewnshi;‘g of wuter’ by the w etliuﬁ
]?oth are equally of God, and both are alike necessary to s?; :
tion, Both are ordained for the use of the church y“ th i
should be holy, and without hlemish."* ’ e
d"In the Epistle to the Colossians we have another picture
g 11 a.wnhby t.he hund of the same Apostle, perfectly ayreeing with
e others in substonce, verying somewhat from them inbfor
and.manner of representation ; but equally binding us to J e
S}hm?‘t——f‘ in whom we have redemption through His hloed eej:::
bezut?gﬁlxilfj ecfﬂa;;s.” “T:EI‘ie feusll?[ning of thi Apos’t]e is
Xtyeme, or in Him dwelleth all the ful-
ness of the Godhead bodily, And g in Hi
which ig .bhe head of all priiipality uyn?I u;:w‘;orn'}l}i]st\illlz Hllm,
ye are'mrcumcised with the circumeision mede ,\vithout limandso
In putting off the body of the sins of the flesh by the cir et
sion ?f' Christ ; buvied with Him in baptism, wherein ln.;mmm-
ave risen with Him through the faith of the (;pemtion of Sa 3(’1‘3
who hath raised Him from the dead.” Col. ii. 9-12 Io'l
needless to enter into any extensive comments 011‘ this ;'ussu;:g

2 (i thi
o : this :rlsnlui passnge Dishansen soys:  Bo xalfaploas 7 Aovrp Tov Shavor rof,
I ,;w.i,?ﬂ'ﬂ :)' Uhr;st,'tu baptizin, and the now birth elfected by it. In. the combi “t‘f“’n
e hu-r dey seduplras we aro to take dyeddew yg g conEsuence of m!iupn.gz'um:l .
" i {1'H
e (50;::";;;{]'1{12;' )nft:r He had previously purifted her by the bath,’ i, ¢ lf:]:b
+ Tk, iii. 5,) whers baptism is ealled Auds, : But tt .
o (! Tit. : : B uTpoy medwyyeveaiasy, PBul -
E, w;::ﬁ’il::‘o(j;;v;qn;-lL;T;tliill‘let:urt:l:u.t l,Ii; probably standg hero equivnlu)nt inua:::::fo
. . 22), tng thub baptism is no were patk, b i
e G 2 : ) mt & bath fin 17
s tie by whish mwan is born aguin of water and of the S;)irit {Folin iill’l ;;ﬁ 1?1‘(;::.
. &), 3

in1Pet.i. 285 Tne, i, 18, ¢ i God
L H ; the Word of God i3 represonted as the end of the new
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Mhe mesning of it is plein ond simple to all such as seel after

the truth, and are willing to accept it, when found. To those

otherwise minded no smount of argument will be of aceount.

One remark only we wish to make. The reprezentation here

given completely corroborates the representations furnished by
the Epistles to the Romans, the Corinthians, the Galatians, and
the Ephesians, in that it malkes baptism o ¢ Dbeing buried with
Ohrist,” on the one hund, and o t“heing risen with Hlim,'' on
the other. This representation runs through all the writings of
the Apostle to the Gentiles. Union with Christ is in the view
of the Apastle of paramount imperiance. From it flows forth
by a kind of necessity an interest in His redecming worl,
forgiveness of sin, regeneration, adoption into the family of
God, and eternal life—all nre gomprehended in this one primal
fact. ‘¢ Christ pnd Him crucified” is the sum and substance of
the gospel ; and into o blissful union with this crucified Snviour
are we necessarily brought by our Baptism.* :

One more instance from the writings of St. Paul. Speaking
of the froenessond sovereignty of God's grace, headds: & Accord-
ing to His mercy He saved us, Dby the washing of regeneration,
and renewing of the Holy Ghost; which He shed on us abun-
dantly through Jesus Christ our Saviour; that being justified
by His grace, we should be made heirs secording to the hope
of eternal Life.”” it iii. 5-7, This could with perfect pro-
priety be called an Apostolic comment on the words of onr Sa-
viour in John iii. 8-5. The birth then of * wafer and the
Spirit,” forms a perfect and complete parallel to the picture of
the Apostle—“the washing of regeneration and renewing of
the Holy Ghost;” and the entering into the kingdom of God
there, forme an equally clear snd undoubted porallel with the
heing * saved” in the picture of the Apostle. And what may
not be without importance, in the present connection, is the fact
that here also, when the sgency of the Divine Spiris iz made

% i1 Iy, baptism, oe the not in which the new birth isrenlized, the Inithiul diswith
Chriat, are buried with Him, and recaive therewith the cireumeision of Christ (the
sapirep dxeponsinmy), which Christ nevomplishes by His Spirit—the ciroumeision of
the henrt.” Olsh, Cam.,
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particularly prominent, as also in the passage from Jobn, the
Apostle is eareful {o state that this good sud Holy Spirit is
““shed on us nbunduntly through Jesus Christ our Saviour''—
thus confirming agnin the views expressed in the preceding
Epistles. Christ Jesus is alwaya and everywhere the central
figure in tho representutions of Paul. ¢ Tn Him only have we
redemption through His blood, aven the forgiveness of sins.”
Here 2lso, ng of likeo import with the passage just dismissed,
belongs the memarable passage of St. Peter; which is of such
poramount jmportance in the discussions on the subject of bap-
tism, and enters so extensively alsc into the practical every-day
life of the church. The pussage Torms o parallel drawn between
the Christian Sacrrment and the wric of Nogh-t¢ wherein few,
that is, eight souls, were saved by water: the like figure where-
unto even Baptism doth also now saveus (not the putting away
of the filth of the flesh, but the mnswer of g good conscience
toward God) by the resurrection of Jesus Christ.” 1 Pet, ifi.
20-21. Ttis notnecessary to say exaetly in whabway, and to what
extent, * Boptism doth also now save us.” It is enough for us
to know, that, by a divine and gracious appeintment, it is in
some way, and in a very effectual way nlso, made the means of
bringing us into a saving velation with our erucified and risen
Lord, and that, in this relation to the crucified Saviour, we ob-
tain deliverance from sin and life everlasting.* The sucrament,
in this way, saves us “ by the resurrection of Jesus Christ :
who is gone into Lenven, and is on the right hand of God ;
angels, and authorities, and powers, being mades ubject unto

Him."

# {And what got of God's sving merey towards the Individuet oould this be other
than baptigm, through which man is plunted into the fellowship of the Thren-One
God, which is & putting off of the body of the flesh {eiun ris capeds, Col. il 11), and
# pulting on of Christ (Xpwrsu fveddumabe, Qul, il 27), in short—swhich, as it is da-
toribed in aur pussage, is o bath of regonerption? It §s this whiok tronsfers o man
from the state, deseribed in ver §, to the new Life of the Bpirit; it is the sure foun-
dation upon which, in regard {o the individual, raats ali farther ingrease in the lifa
afths Spirit. Thus wo underetand why baptiam 38 here referred to es the mennsz of
salvation. And this the Apostle despinates by Aourair wadyyewverias, bt of regenera-
tion,”  Wiestng. Tit. iii, 5.
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XIT. INCIDENTAL REFERENCES.

Christians the Temple of God—of the Holy Ghost—** S.sealed
with that Holy Spirit of promise"——ﬂlul_ninuted, and so ehildren
of the light—anointed—bearing the nume of qu.. )

From the nature of holy Baptism and its p.nsmcm in the sys-
tem of grace, we are enabled to determine with tolemblr? accu-
racy the reference of some iso]uted. passages of Seripturs,
whieh, only as viewed in connection with other pussuges, cun b.e
fully understood, and their beauty and appropriateness nscer-
teined, Such are some of the references indicuted in the

ing of this section,
heaéll;:;;t?ans are very properly called the temple of God—also
temples of the Holy Ghost. ¢ Know ye not thut. ye :m?_? thc;‘
temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you ! I
any mon defile the temple of God, him shall Gut}'destruy i for
the temple of God is holy, which temple ye are.” 1 Cor. iii.
16-17. ** And what agreement hath the temple of God with
idols? for ye ure the temple of the living God: as God. hath
said, T will dwell in them, and walk in them; an.d I will be
their Ged, and they shall be my people.” 2 Cor. vi. 16. Surm%
times this iden of o temple i extended even to the body, which,
ns well ag the soul, shares in the redemption pl:oeured by our
Blessed Saviour, and made over to us in the m'l.imzmces of His
house. * What! know ye not that your body is the temple of
the Holy Ghost, which is in you, which ye have uf God? And
ye nre not your own ; for ye are bought vt'xt..'h n prico: theref"orf
glorify God in your body, ond in your spirit, which are God's.
Jor. vi. 19-20.

' %D;W‘:he question naturally occurs: Where, and under what

circumstances, do we become temples of G‘rod——'of the H(?ly

Ghost? The most natural answer, and that, which, to an in-

goenuous mind, is the most probable, is, that we become such

when we are consecrated to the service of God—set .np‘u.rt: from

2 cowmon and ordinary usé to a specinl, Loly or rel:gmu? par-

page.  So a house of worship becomes in th_e fullest and highest

sense of the term o temple of God, when it is soiemgly set .upnrt
and dedicnted to God nnd His service, by npproprinte religious



434 Seripture View of Holy Baptism. [JuLy,

exercises or ceremonies. Thenceforth it belongs no longer to
the persons by whose liberality it was erected and furnished for
these sacred purposes. It belongs in the best and truest sense
of the term te God; snd we ressonubly expect, that, as in the
case of the first temple, God will take up His abode there, and
will ny of it what Heo said to Solomon concerning his temple :
“I have hallowed this house, to put my name there for ever;
and mine eyes and my heart shall be there perpetuslly.” Now,
if this holds in reference to an earthly temple—a house made
with honds, and compozed of lifeless materials, simply because
it is dedicated to God and His service; would it not much
more naturally and necessarily hold with reference to n living
temple—not made with hands, and composed partly at lenst of
muterials token from the secret chambers of the Most High—of
the spirit of life, breathed into him at his ereation? And when
are Christions formally and fully consecrated to God and His
service? Is it not in their baptism ? Whatever we may think
of the ordinance itself, and of its relation to our salyation, this
iden of consecration to the honor of God is at least alweys and
necessorily implied. Hence also the solemn declaration: ¢ If
any man defile the temple of God, him will God destroy."”
Believers are nlao said to be sealed—"senled with that Holy

Spirit of promise.”” This langusge is peculiar, and beautifully”

expressive of tha eharacter which belongs to the children of the
kingdom. This peculiarity, us belonging to God's children, is
attributed to them in such connections, and with such forms of
speech, s makes it almost certain that the language refers to
baptism—* the washing of regeneration and renewing of the
Holy Ghost,"—in connection with which the Apostle promises
not only * the remission of sins,” but also ““the gift of the Holy
Ghost,” 18 & permanent endowment—a neeessary qualification
for the due performunce of the duties involved in n religious
profession.  Hear what the Apostle anys in refercoce to this
matter: ¢ Now He which establisheth us with you in Christ,

and hath anointed—christened—us, is God; who hath nlsg "

senled us, and given the eurnest of the Spirit in our hearts.”
2 Cor. i 21-22. In very similar terms and phrases does the
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same Apostle epeak in writing to the Ephesian brethren: “In
whom also, after that ye believed, ye were sealed with that
Holy Spirit of promise, which is the earnest of our inheritance,
until the redemption of the purchused possession unto the praise
of His glory.” Eph. i, 13-14. Such is the language in which
this prerogative of the Christian is expressed; and I venture to
suy, that no reference of it to anything connected with the
Christian life and experience, can possibly be made so appro-
priately as to our baptism—the sacrament of initiation into the
Church of Christ; in whom WE also, partaking of His aneint-
ing, are made Christians—Christ-like ones—ani are sealed with
that blessed Spirit by whose power alone we are regenerated,
and raised to the dignity and privileges of the * Sons of God.”
Hence also the solemn warning: “ And grieve not the Holy
Spirit of God, whereby ye are sewled unto the day of redemp-
tion.”  Eph. iv. 80. :

¢ Qhildren of Light,” or illuminated ones, ig enother title by
which the Disciples of Christ are designated, and very proper-
ly so. Christ, into whose death we are baptized, calls Himself
« the Light of the world,” and it is perfeetly nntural that those
who are spiritually and vitally united to Him; should, in con-
sequence of this union, be entitled to the name specified. The
title is expressive of their cherncter and manner of life. Hence
this beautiful designation of Paul: **For yeF were sometime
darkness, but now are ye light in the Lord: alk ns children
of light.” Eph. v. 8. Inanother connection, and with o some-
what different object in view, the Apostle exglaims: ** Ye are
gll the children of light, and the children of the day.” 1 Thes.
v. 5. Now if we are baptized into Him, who is;** the true Light,
which lighteth every man thut cometh into the world,” but much
more those, who are joined to Him by the bonds of 2 loving
fnith, why should they not have this title in cnénaequence of the
union which is consummated with Him in holy, boptism ?

This iden of illumination, as designating the sacrament of
initiation into the mystical body of Christ, was universally
prevalent in the early Church, To this view| of the case may
be referred two remarkable passeges in the Lipistle to the He-
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brews, in close cornection with the mention of Buptism, a3 be-
lon‘ging to the fundamentals in the kingdom of God; wh,ere the
writer speaks of those ““who were onee enligktmzed, end have
tasted of the henvenly gift, and were made purtnk’ara of the
Holy Ghost, and have tnsted the good word of God, and the
powers of the world to come ""—q) terms deseriptive ;f Chris-
t{unﬂ in the full sense of the term, and many of the phroses are
s_mginrly expressive of the blessings connected with holy bap-
tism.  And in a subsequent purt of this same Epistle we h:ulr)e
m'mther roference in very similar terms to . things connected
with the begioning of the Christian life. “Gn]i= to remem-
brance the former days, in which, afier Ye were {lluminated
ye endured 2 great fight of offliction; pmﬂy, whilst ye WEl‘l‘-;
made a gazing-stock, both by reproaches and afictions: and
purtl?’, whilet ye became companions of them thag We;e 50
used.” Heb, vi. 4, 5; x. 32, 38. Where the Spirit of the
I‘.m-d——the baptismal endowment—dwells, there men are di
vinely illuminated, become * Light in the Lord.” )
‘Gluaely allied to the preceding representations is the idea of
being anointed. Indeed the name of Christ—the anojnted
One—would seem to require that His diseiples and followers
should aiso beur a name of similar or like import ; and as names
are expressive of the character of things and of persons, so the
name, which they actually de besr—u Christinns ”_a;ointed
ones—ould seem to require, that, in connection with their
iucarporation into the kingdom of Chpist or Baptism, the
sliould receive *“an unction from the Holy une"-——unoim’:innj
ch.ristening,—-thal:, being thus divinely ©illuminated,” ﬂ:l’e
might ““know all things.” 1 Jokn ii. 20, In the same)chu te:;'r
St. John says: “These things have I written concerning t]}l)em
which.‘ seduce you; but the ANOINTING which ye have rf;;eived
of Him abideth in you; and Ye need not that any man teach
you: but as the same nnointing teacheth you of all thin 5, and
is Frut}], and is no e, and even as it hath tauchi you :)fe ,Bhall
be:de in Him.” 1 John ii, 27, This unointins-—chri;tenin —
is that blessed “pift of the Holy Ghost,” whicc’:h ucuordingto
: f;he assurunce of St. Peter, they should receive T;ho comes gen-
itently ond in faith to submit to the holy ordin;mce. e
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Finally, Christians, being boptized into the nmame of the
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost, are brought
into the closest and most blessed union with the Triune God;
are transferred from a state of nature to o state pf grace; and,
in consequence of this separntion from their old connections,
and incorporation into the family of God, they receive a new
name, or rather retain the old one with new significance at-
tached ‘to it, and known generally as the Christian name.
Doubtless it is this Christisn name, with its new snd solemn
significance, which, as children of God, we are} permitted to
bear, that is **written in the book of life;” nnd inreference to
which the Lord graciously promises, snying concerning ench
one of His faithful children individually: I will not blet out
his name out of the Book of Life; but I will confess his name
before my Father, and before His ungels.” §

Besides this baptismal name, by which we are known and re-
cognized in the world, and probably also in fHeuven, the
suints 05 o mark of specisl honor, beur likewise tl}e name of the
blessed God in their forshends—especially in the world to come.
So the New Testament seer, in describing one of his splendid
visions, says: “ And I looked, and, lo, a Lamb|stood on the
mount Sion, and with Him an hundred forty apd four thou.
send, having His Father's name written in their foreheads.
Theseare they which follow the Lamb whithersoe‘yer He goeth.
These were redeemed from among men, being the frst-fruits

unto God, and to the Lamb.” Rev. xiv. 1. Trjnsruch as we

bear a Christian name with peculier significance, i%l consequence
of our baptism in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and
of the Holy Ghost, may not the name of the Holy One of Is-
rael alse be affixed to usin consequence of the b];essed relation
thus consummated? Enough, that, if we remain true to our
high celling of God in Christ, we shall hereafter bear this
blessed name. Hear the voice of our triumphant Leader:
“Him that overcometh will I make o pillar in th:e Tewmple of
my God, znd he shell go no more out: and T will write npon
him the neme of my God, and the name of the city of my God
—the new Jerusalem, whish cometh down out of| heeven from
my God; and Iwill write upon him my new name.’]’ Rev. fii, 12,

28 i




