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ATLEA FOR THE LORD’S PORTION OF OUR INCREASE.

Rrevicron is like the sheaf in Joseph’s dream to which 2!} the
sheaves of his brethren bowed and did obeisance. To 1t all
other interests must bend and be subordinate. As the soul is
more valuable than the body, as eternity is longer than time, as
the claims of God are higher than all other claims, and vs the
motives to religion are stronger than all other motives, it is?plain
that religion must be to every one the first and highest inicrest of
life. 'I'o secure this pearl of great price it is wisdomtdipart
with all that we have ; and when we are in possession of 'it, we
are required to use the same diligence to extend its blessings to
others as we used to obtain it ourselves, for we are to lo'je our
neighbors as ourselves. It is the duty, then, of every christian
to malke the spread of Christ’s kingdom his highest care, and to
male interest, ease, and all other claims bend to this one great
duty. No christian liveth to himself, he lives for others. Not
only at his convenience, but to the wimost verge of self-denial
and self-sacrifice must he employ his talents, influence, and
wealth, to Lless others,

There is at this time much religion which lacks the spirit of
gel{-denial and self-sacrifice, and it will evidently be found want-
ing when it is weighed in the proper balances. OQur divine
Saviour has left us a pattern in this respect which we are requir-
ed to imitate. He pleased not himself, but though he was rich
yet for our salces he became poor. He did notonly empty him-
self, but he spent himself. 'The same mind and spirit must be
in us, for if we have not the spirit of Christ we are none of his.
His disciples had the same spirit, for they left all and followed
him, gaining notking but bufletings, taunte, persecutions, impris-

“onment and death! 'The apostle of the gentiles did not only

endure all kinds of privations for Christ’s sake, but what was
gain to him that he counted loss, and his life he counted not
dear to himsell. 'The first converts were not only willing to ex-
pose their persons to danger and death, but they were ready also
to offer up all their substance for the good of others ; according-
ly they “sold their possessions and goods, and parted them to
all men, as every man had need—neither said any of them that
aught of the things which he possessed was his own!” The
same spirit of self-denial and self-sacrifice is exhibited in the
martyrs of all ages. 'They saw their goods confiscated, they






