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The sense of sin is universal. Not enly are all men sinners,
but il mon feel that they are. From the broad, burdened
bosom of heathenism arises o deep groan of misery from a sense
of sin. DPagunisin, too, has sought alter forgiveness of which
it has a shadowy knowledge, and a vague belief.  Ilence it has
its priosts, altars, seerifices, confossions, penances, ablutions,
and prayers.

Among the unforgiven in Christian lands the same feeling
exists. They may not clearly apprehend it—if may ho only
the cold, drenry absence of a penceful sense—it may be the
negative satisfaction of those who know of mothing hetter—
even as one whose cyes have always been dim knows of nothing
more lovely than that which he sces. As a stupid sinner, he
may bear his burden, as & beast does his, regarding it as his
fate, or as belonging to his nature. As onc who somewhat re-
flects, he may attribute the shadows of his spirit to another
source. As o deceived and blinded sinner, he may ense his
spirit by strong delusions, imagining himselt to he at vest and
happy, even as & madman fancies himself a king, and a dranken
man believes himself rich.

Wherever the sense of sin cxists, there is alse the fore-
shadowing of the doetrine of forgiveness, even where its bles-
sedness is not onjoyed. What the sin-burdened heart needs,
and thus unconsciously longs for, is graciously and clearly pro-
cluimed by the Church: “That God, for the sake of Christ’s
satisfaction, will no more remember my sins, neither the sinful
nature with which I have to struggle all my life long; but gra-
ciously imparts to me the righfcousness of Christ, that I may
never more come into condemnation.”’

The firsé thing to be known and kept in mind in regard to
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the forgiveness of sins, is that it is o mercy in the Church, and
not in the world—a truth known to faith, not to nature; and

" that it is to be understood and reccived in the Church, and by

those whe are in her bosom. ‘

This is indicated by its location in the Creed. It follows the
article of the Church, and does not precede it,  Asin the Creed,
so in our faith, we come first to the Church, then into the com-
wunion of saints, and so ta the forgivencss of sins.

On this point, Olevianus speaks as follows:

“«Tow dost thou understand the ‘possession of the benelits of
Chriss in this Wife? T understand 1§ thus: In like manner os
there ig 1o salvation io such os are out of the Churel, which is
the body of Clrist, so ulso all those who aro frue and living
members in the Church have mow, and possess true salvation,
whiel salvation we comprehend entire in the forgiveness of
sins, as the Apestle Paul, Rom. iv. 7, 8, shows from Psalm
xsxii, 1, 2, ‘Blessed are they whose iniguities are forgiven,
and whose sing are covercd. Dlessed is the man to whom the
Tovd will not impute sin.’ ™ ,

The sentiment is common—Dbut as it is common so is it false—
that the forgiveness of sin is to be obtained outside of and
scparate from the Chureh, and without its infervention—and
that this boon is to be enjoyed before the Church is entered.
Whero this iden is Leld, it is supposed that the forgiveness of
sin g n gilt from the Iloly Ghost direet, and without the me-
dium of the Church. In that eage, the Orveed cupght to run:
«T believe in the Holy Ghost, the forgiveness of sin.”  Dat it
does not so run.  Nor does it reach the forgiveness of sin, ex-
copt passing through the intervening artieles of the Holy
Cathiolic Chureh, and the communion of saints.

The Holy Seripture plainly follows the same order; teach-
ing that. the remission of sin is to be obtained through the
Chureh, by the intervention of its ministers and sacraments.

Qur Saviour remitted sin dircetly, by a word, without any
ministerizl or sneramental intervention, becanse in Iim dwels

2 Olevinnny’ Peeter Grund Christlicher Lekre, p. 161,


















