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Arr. JL—THE CIIURCIH DOCTRINE OF THE FORGIVENESS
ar 8IN.

The sense of sin is universal. Not enly are all men sinners,
but il mon feel that they are. From the broad, burdened
bosom of heathenism arises o deep groan of misery from a sense
of sin. DPagunisin, too, has sought alter forgiveness of which
it has a shadowy knowledge, and a vague belief.  Ilence it has
its priosts, altars, seerifices, confossions, penances, ablutions,
and prayers.

Among the unforgiven in Christian lands the same feeling
exists. They may not clearly apprehend it—if may ho only
the cold, drenry absence of a penceful sense—it may be the
negative satisfaction of those who know of mothing hetter—
even as one whose cyes have always been dim knows of nothing
more lovely than that which he sces. As a stupid sinner, he
may bear his burden, as & beast does his, regarding it as his
fate, or as belonging to his nature. As onc who somewhat re-
flects, he may attribute the shadows of his spirit to another
source. As o deceived and blinded sinner, he may ense his
spirit by strong delusions, imagining himselt to he at vest and
happy, even as & madman fancies himself a king, and a dranken
man believes himself rich.

Wherever the sense of sin cxists, there is alse the fore-
shadowing of the doetrine of forgiveness, even where its bles-
sedness is not onjoyed. What the sin-burdened heart needs,
and thus unconsciously longs for, is graciously and clearly pro-
cluimed by the Church: “That God, for the sake of Christ’s
satisfaction, will no more remember my sins, neither the sinful
nature with which I have to struggle all my life long; but gra-
ciously imparts to me the righfcousness of Christ, that I may
never more come into condemnation.”’

The firsé thing to be known and kept in mind in regard to
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the forgiveness of sins, is that it is o mercy in the Church, and
not in the world—a truth known to faith, not to nature; and

" that it is to be understood and reccived in the Church, and by

those whe are in her bosom. ‘

This is indicated by its location in the Creed. It follows the
article of the Church, and does not precede it,  Asin the Creed,
so in our faith, we come first to the Church, then into the com-
wunion of saints, and so ta the forgivencss of sins.

On this point, Olevianus speaks as follows:

“«Tow dost thou understand the ‘possession of the benelits of
Chriss in this Wife? T understand 1§ thus: In like manner os
there ig 1o salvation io such os are out of the Churel, which is
the body of Clrist, so ulso all those who aro frue and living
members in the Church have mow, and possess true salvation,
whiel salvation we comprehend entire in the forgiveness of
sins, as the Apestle Paul, Rom. iv. 7, 8, shows from Psalm
xsxii, 1, 2, ‘Blessed are they whose iniguities are forgiven,
and whose sing are covercd. Dlessed is the man to whom the
Tovd will not impute sin.’ ™ ,

The sentiment is common—Dbut as it is common so is it false—
that the forgiveness of sin is to be obtained outside of and
scparate from the Chureh, and without its infervention—and
that this boon is to be enjoyed before the Church is entered.
Whero this iden is Leld, it is supposed that the forgiveness of
sin g n gilt from the Iloly Ghost direet, and without the me-
dium of the Church. In that eage, the Orveed cupght to run:
«T believe in the Holy Ghost, the forgiveness of sin.”  Dat it
does not so run.  Nor does it reach the forgiveness of sin, ex-
copt passing through the intervening artieles of the Holy
Cathiolic Chureh, and the communion of saints.

The Holy Seripture plainly follows the same order; teach-
ing that. the remission of sin is to be obtained through the
Chureh, by the intervention of its ministers and sacraments.

Qur Saviour remitted sin dircetly, by a word, without any
ministerizl or sneramental intervention, becanse in Iim dwels

2 Olevinnny’ Peeter Grund Christlicher Lekre, p. 161,
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the absoluto and underived power to parden. DMatt. jx, G.
Mark ii. 10. Lukev. 24. IIc had power on carth to forgive
sin. When He left the carth, IIe made provision for the con-
tinued exercise and application of that power on carth—not
independent of Him, bubt {from Him. Not at any one's ca-
price, but by an order of Iis own institution.

Ienee wo find that our Saviour, after Ilis resurrection, met
His disciples and said to them: “Peace be unto you: as my
Tather hath sent me, even so send I you.  And when 1le had
snid this, Te Lbreathed on them, and saith unto them, Lleeeive
ye the Iloly Ghost.  Whosesoever sins yeo romit, they are re-
mitted unto them; and whoscsoever sins ye retain, they are re-
tained.”  8t. Jobn xx. 21-83, '

How were they to remit, or retainsin 7 Not by words spoken,
but by acts done. By receiving the penitent inte the Church.
This is plain from the passages parallel to the one rquoted;
where we find that our Saviour gives the binding and loosing,
the remitting and retaining power to Peter (Matt. xvi. 19),
and afterwards to all the diseiples (Matt. xviii. 18), defining the
way in which it is to be done: namely, “By tlre Keys of the
Kingdom of Ileaven.” By the keys, as a figuralive expres-
sion, our Saviour teaches Iis disciples, and through them Ilis
ministers, that as one man whe has a right to the house, opens
the door for another and admits him, so they, having a vight
to do so because Lie now appeinis them, shall open the King-
dom of TTeaven, or the Chureh, to sceking penitents, admitting
them into it, and thus o the remission of sin,

IF it be nsked what the door is, that adwits into the Church,
and to the remission of sins, no one can be nt a loss for the
true answer.  “We confess one Daptism for the remission of
gins.””  The very act itsclf shows it to bea washing, cleansing—
a putting away of defilement, and a putting on of Christ.
(Gal. iii. 27). “Why tarriest thou?” said Ananias to Iaul,
“arise, and be baptized, and wash awny thy sins.”  Aets xxii.
16. “Repent,” snid Peter te the ponitents on Tentecost,
“and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus
Clirvist, for the remission of sins.”  Aects ii. 88. Rom. vi.
Eph. v. 26.
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Thus only threugh baptism, ng an cffect or result of it, are
sins remitted.  Thus only by entering the Church, and being
in the communion of saints do we escape from the curse, and
come to the “forgivencss of sins.”

We wust, however, not deceive ourselves with the idea that
by o mere oulward submission to baptism, are cur sins remit-
ted. Daptism itsell mast be rvightly received. Ile that would
receive the forgiveness of sin in baptism—where alone it is to
be found—must not fuil {0 conunect with it what Clrist has
connected with it.

The following conditions must be fulfilled; and if fulfilled,
full remission is given in baplism:

1. Repentance. This, in the case of adulls, is connected
with baptism and remission of sin, and must precede both.
Luke xxiv. 47. Aetsil. 38, Acts v, 31.

A distinetion must De made between the cause and the con-
dition of the remission of sins. The cause is in what God has
done, the condition is in what man does, moved thereto by
“God's grace.  The Reéformed Churel says with Calvin, that
repentance is not the cause of remission of sina.”*

2. Confession. “If we confess our sins,. [Te is faithful and
Just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighte-’
ousncss.” 1 John i. 9.

3, Faith. “Ilo that believeth and is Dbaptized, shall be
gaved.”  DMark xvi. 16, Col. ii. 12,

4. Purpose to leave stn.  Jesus said unte her, “Go, sin no
more.”  John viil, 11. To the one who hnd had an infirmity
thirty-cight years, nod whom IIe had hiealed, Ie soid, “Be-
hold, thou art made whole: sin no more, lest a worse thing
comne upon thee.” John v. 14, When Simon desired bap-
tisto, not as a means of gotting [ree of lis cvil ways, but only
s o power to continuc the more successlully in them, it did net

® Lust, Dool IIT., ehap. iv. g 3.
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benefit him, but left him as it found him, in the “gall of bitter-
ness, and in the bonds of iniquity.”  Aects viil. Is. Iv. 7.

The want of those hinder remission of sins by baptism, even
as the want of sunshine, rain, and o proper seil hinder the life
and growth of the planted seeld; and when all these are present,
baptism remits sin, or Christ, through this sacrament, as surely
as the seed grows when all the conditions of growth are ag
hand.

In baptism, then, God signs and seals to such as receive it in
penitence and faith the remission of their past sins. Their
hearts are sprinkled from an evil conscience, and their bodics
washed with pure water. IIeb. x. 22, In Dbaptism, the apos-
tle teaches, the old man is erueified with Christ, that the hody
of sin might be destroyed. Rom. vi. Itisa burial with Christ
into death; so that a rising with Him to a new life may then
begin.

But this newness of life in which we are to wall from bap-
tism (Rom. vi. 4), like all life, is not at onco complete, bu hns
its period of infuntile foehlencess, and is, exposed to the infirmi-
tics and failings which intervene between “the Dabe” and the
“full age” of a strong man in Christ, (Icb. v. 12-14),
Though life reigns germ-like in the new, inward, spiritual man,
yet, as the Canaanites, tho old inhabitants of the land, and the
old encmies of Israel still lingered to vex and war, and cven to
guin temporary, local victories, and were only at length fully
subdued and cast out, so in the outward, old, natural man sin
lingers and works, and wars against the new life which is cast-
ing it out move and more. The infirmitics of nature whick re-
main, the flesh from within, the world from without, and Satan
from beneath, trammel and trip, and scduce the spirit into oe-
casional sin. Ilence we are still to pray, as in the Lord’s
prayer: “Torgive us our debts.”

Thas, then, though in Daptism past sin is remitted, there
must be provision in the Church for the remission of alter sins,
and for assuring us that they are remitted that we may enjoy
the nccessary comfort and peace. This Christ las done in
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leaving with His Church the power of the keys, not only to
admit the penitent by baptism, but to restore him to pardon
and peace when, through temptation, he lLas fallen from lis
baptism inko sin. It is in jmmediate conneetion with the resto-
ration of a fullen brother, that eur Soviour assures Ilis apos-
tles, that they are invested with the power of binding and
loosing.  Matt, xviii, 156-22. Ile morcover tells them, that
‘until seventy times seven™ times shall remission” be granted
him on repentance, and what they shall “loose on carth shall
be Joosed in heaven.”  Of this the penitent offender is sweetly
assured in their act of pardon.
This pewer of absolution is always ub hand to be exereised.
If the Roman Church abused it, the Reformed Church did not
therefore east it awny. At certain times, “necording to the
command of Clirist, it is proclaimed and openly witnessed to
believers, ono and all, thai so often as they accept with true
faith the promise of the Gospel, all their sins are really for-
given them of God, for the sale of Christ's merits,”*
Byery time a true helicver, penitent in view of his past sins,
‘receives the holy supper of the Lord, the Church, through
Christ's ministry, by His appointment and authority in that sa-
- crmmnent, most sweetly assures him, that he iz “a partaler of
the one sacrifice of Clrist on the cross, and all His benefits."+
One of these benefits is the remission.of sins.  Matt. xxvi. 28.
“Paul directs that by the use of the Holy Supper we shall
_show forth the Lord’s death till He come. 1 Cor. xi. 26.
- This wonder of all wonders, that God himself suflers death, to
confirm His promises concerning the forgivencss of sins, must
be procluimed, believed, and highly proised. This is truly an

"« assuranee nhove all assurance, a faithfulness above all faithful-

. ness."f Mo reecive the Lord's Supper aright, is “to embrace
- with a believing heart all the sufferings and death of Christ,
and thereby to obtain the forgiveness of sing and cternal life.”§

v
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Tor *the Lord's Supper testifies to us, that we have full for-
giveness of all our sins by the one sacrifice of Jesus Christ,
which ITe Ilimself lias once .mcomp}ished on the eross.”"*

This view of the forgivenecss of sins, is the only one Tamiliar
to the enrly Reformed theologians. They knew nothing of that
conception of this doctrine which males it o human act, and
places the nssurance of it in the subjective fancy or feeling
alone. In their system of the order of grnce, the lorgiveness
of sins stands just where it does in the order of the Creed—
that is, they malke it o grace in the Churel through sueramen-
tal ministries.

Tlins Calvin, speaking of the Church, says: It is also to be
remarked, that out of lier bosom there can Le no hope of re-
mission of' ging, or any salvation.”’

Calvin teaches that baptism is the sacrament of initintion
into the Chureh, and so alse of the remission of sin. . “For He
commands all whe belicve to be laptized for the remission of
sing, Therefore those who lhave imagined that Daplism is
nothing more than a mark or sign, by which we profess our re-
ligion Dbefore men, as soldiers wear {ihe insignia of their
sovercizn as o mark of their profession, have not considered
that which was the principal thing in baptism; which is, that
wo ought to reccive it with this promise, ‘Ile that helieveth
and is baptized shall be saved.” In this sense we are to un-
derstand what is snid by Paul, that ¢Chreist sanetifics and
clennses the Chureh with the washing of water by blood;' and
in anothier place, that “nccording to 1lis mercy He suved us
by the washing of regencration and renewing of the Ioly
Ghost ;" and by Peter, that ‘Baptism doth save us.” For it
was not the intention of T'aul to signify, that our ablution and
salvation arc completed by the water, or that water containg in
itself the virtue to purily, regencrate and renew; nor did Peter
mean that it was the cause of salvation, but only that the know-
leidge and assurance of it is received in this sacrament.”’f

@ Tleid. Cot., quest. S0,
+ Tusl. Tlouk 1Y, ehap. i, 4.
f Inst. Book IV., chap xv. 1, 2
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On the same ground, Calvin also sots forth tho perennial

~or future force and virtue of baptism as the only basis and

warrant of perpetual remission of sin in the Churel. Thus he

_says: **Nor must it be supposed, that Daptism is administer cd

only for the time past, so that for sins, into which we fall alter
baptism, it would be necessary to seek other new remedics of
expintion in I know not what other saeraments, as if the virtue
of baptism, werc become obsolete. In consequence. of this
cr#rm-, it happened, in former ages, that some persons wonld not
be baptized except at the ¢lose of their dife, and alnost in the
moment of their deatl, that so they. might obtain pardon lor
their whole life—a preposterous caution, which is frequently
censured in the writings of the ancient bishops. DBut we ought

_to conclude, thaot at whatever time wo are baptized, we are

washeil and purified for the whole of life.  Whenever we have
fallen, therefore, we must reeur to the remembrance of bap-
tism, and arm our minds with the consideration of it, that we
may be always certified and assured of the remission of our
sins.”

Calvin further insisis, that absolution by the power of the
keys, ds itgelf indissolubly conneetad with baptism, and is in
fact the means of its perpetual foree or virtue. “lL know the
‘common opinien ig, that remission of sins, which at our first
regeneration we receive by baptism alone, is alterwards ob-
tained by repentance and the benefit of the keys.  Dut ihe ad-
vocates of this opinion have fallen into an crror, for want of
considering that the power of the keys, of which they speak, is
go dependent on baptism, that it cannot by any means be sepo-
rated from it. It is true, that the sinner receives remission by
the ministry of the Chureh; Lut not without the preaching of
the Gospel.  Now, what is the natare of that preaching?  That
we ave cleansed from our sins by the blood of Clirist. What
sign and testimony of that absolution is there, execpt baptism ¥
We sce, then Low this absolution is referred to baptism.”*

To the same effoct are the words of Ursinus, sctting forth

@ Inst, Book IV, chap, xv. 4.
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« Qertaine Conclusions of Baptisme.”  He says:  “And as the
Covenant once made with God, is also afterwards, after sins
commisted, perpetually firme and of force to the repentunt, so
also Baptisme being onee reecived, confirmeth and assureth the
repentant all their lifetime, of remission of sinnes; and there-
fore neither ought it to be re-terated, neither to hee deferred
untilt the end of our life; as if it so only cleansed men {rom
sinnes, if no sinnes be committed alter it is once received.”*

It may be said, and often is said that our forgivencss takes
place in the divine mind, and that all we have to do is to seck
it by prayer. DBoth these are frue. Dub the question still
comes up, Low shall we be assured that we are pardoned?
Do we say by the Spivit?  We answer, yes.  But we must also
be assured, that what we feel as a sense of pardon, is by the
Spirit, and not n fecling or a faney only. The spirits them-
salves must be tried whether they be of God. (1 John iv. 1)
The Spirit does not operate outside of the Church and indepen-
dent of it, but in it, and through its word, sacraments and or-
dinanees. These arc Christ's institutions, which the Spirit
does not set aside, but carry ont; in them and by them the
Spirit takes of the things of Christ and shows them unto us.
John xvi. Thus, when we come as penitents, Christ in Ilis
Churel, by His ministers, not only authoritatively and by a
true and real commission, proncunces to us the words or
promiscs of pardon, but signs and seals them by sacraments, as
by divine aets, upen which the heart believes, is assured of
pardon in a tangible way, and by o peace which passes all un-
derstanding, “the Spiris itself bears witness with—not to—
‘“gur spirit, that wo sve the children of God.”" {Ilom. viil. 16).
Thus the Spirit guides us into truth, not by speaking “of TTim-
gelf,” but by taking of Christ’s and showing it unto us. (John
xvi. 18-15). It is by the erdinances of Christ, in Ilis Churel,
that the Spirit verifies to us s own work.

All our acts must be ondorsed and met by divine acts.  Peni-
tence, prayer, confession, faith, and all experiences under the

@ Dr. Payry's old English translation of Pareus’ Ursinus, pp, 425, 426
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:opcrntions of grace arve our ncts; and these can nevermore
verify themselves, but must be verifield by divine acts. Theso
" divine acls are God's sacraments. They are not what we do
to Iim, but what God docs to us. In baptism wearc subjects,
“mot netors—recipients, not factors—De baptized of God, not
‘biptize thyself to Iim. “Take eat"—not take give. In
these divine acts, by the Chureh as commissioned for that pur-
: pose, ull that we do is made valid and acknowledged before wo

_candbe assured that it is valid for us.  Just as any legal paper,
" deed, must be signed and acknowledged by the State, though

“rightly drawn, before it is valid.

Without such an act in which our pardon is certified to us,
our henrts cannot possoss o full and satisfying scnse of forgive-
“yess. When & child has offended and grieved its parent, and
- goes about with penitent and sorrowing lieart, the parent may
“have pardoned it in his own heart, and the child may fancy
“that it is pardoned; but it eannot be unerringly and comforta-
"bly nssured of it except by the words and acts of the parent.
The words must be heard, the smile, and the approach, as the
1ot of reconciliation, must be scen, before the repenting heart
cnn feel assured that its repentance is accepted by the parent,
and ‘the parden actually given.

“ . A sinner may be penitent for his sins, but until he has re-
~sgived baptisi as God’s act of remission to him, he has no true
! nssurance of remission; and when, after baptism, he sins
- through infirmity, he cannot be sure of parden #ill his abeolu-
‘tion is spoken, signed and scaled by Christ, by means of a di-
vine act throngh the Church. This truth is Leautifully set
forth in the perable of the Prodigal Son. e was penitent;
nnd s & penitent returned. Ile confessed: “Trather, T have
ginned  nguinst heaven, and before thee, and am no more
worthy to be called thy son.” TIis father cven gave him a
strong token of weleome: “He had compassion, and ran, and
" foll on lis neck, and kissed him.” Yot was the prodigal's
henrt full of fear and doubt. Il repeabed, “Tather, I have
sinned ngainst Deaven, and in thy sight, and am no more
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worthy to be called thy son.”” But now the father does that
to Lim, which God docs to the penitent sinner in the Chureh,
gives him, through his servants, snerameontal signg and seals of
acceptance and pardon. “The father said to lis servants,
Bring forth the best robe, and put it on him; and put a ring
on his hand, and shoces on his feet; nnd Dring hither the fatted
calf, and kill it; and let us cat, and be merry.  For this my
son was dead, and is alive againg he was lost, and is Tound,
And they began to be merry,”  Luke xv. 11-32,

Here comes a poor penitent who lhas been far away, and
spent all in the world of sin.  Ile thinks, in his misery, of the
Church, in whieh his father dwells. Ile comes back, but full
of fear. “Guilt lolds him back and fear alarms.”  The
father sees him, advances toward him with promiscs and show
of merey. But still the sinnor trembles, and fears the wrath
which his sins have most Jjustly provoked. e cannot beliove
and confide, even though he sees smiles whero he expeeted to
see frowns; he stands atill, even though le sces outstretehed
arms where he expected to sce uplifted hands of warning and
wratl.  IIe answers cvery invitation and promise with the
words: ““TFather, I have sinned against ITeaven, and in Thy
sight, and am no more worthy to be called Thy son.” Dut he
hears the Father spenk to his servants: Take the poor polluted,
but penitent wanderer in sin, wash Iim in the water of bap-
tism, and thus put My name on bim, and bring him into My
house. Give him a place among My saints. Make reom for
him at My table, and Iet him cat of the body of My heloved
Son, and tell him it was broken for Lim; give him of the cup,
and tell him it is the New Testument in Iis blood, which was
ghed for him for the rewmission of sins. Bay this io lim, as
from Me. Thy sins, which were many, are all forgiven thee!
Then there is joy in the house. Then ther is Jjoy among the
angels.  Then there is joy in the penitent’s own heart. e
lears the Father now say: “My son was dead, and is alive
ngain; le was lost, and is found.” He doubts no more, hut
in the full assurance of hope, begins: “I believe in the Ialy
Catholie Church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of
gins.”’



