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pulpit.‘ The Sacramental altar demands a central position, and
immedjately in front of it the Laptismal font; there is ne mean-
ing in placing this latter at one side, to Dalance a reading-desk
on the other. The reading-desk is a mere convenience for hold-
ing the books ab the right side of the altar, from which all our
worship should aseend to heaven. The pulpit requires o pro-
minent position, either behind the font and the altar, or at their
side, in order that the preacher muy be able to point the world
to the one, rnd the people of God to the other.

Anr. IV.—THE ESSENCE ANXND TIHE FORM OF CIIRISTIANITY.

Theso who hold to the peeuliar type of theology which this
REview seeks to develop and advance, firmly believe, and would
as modestly as possible say, that they have some wholesome
things to say to the theologicul public. From some demonstra-
tions, however, called forth by our former issucs, wo lave rea-
son to doubt whether our common American Protestantism is
In a much better temper to hear what we have to say than it
waa o score of years ngo. This does neither alarm nor discourage
us. ' Lhis theology has never professed to be of the same typo-
with that nround it If, as a Chureh, our theology is not dis-
tinctive and peculiar to itself, we have most certainly neither
right nor mission to labor and teach as apart from other deno-
minations. - It not only differs, but it differs widely from the
whole Puritan scheme. Nothing, therefore, is gained cithor to-
the veviewers of it, or to us, nor yet to the general cause of sound
theology, by merely attompting to show this. Al this is already
publicly acknowledged and claimed. o us the wholo intorest
is too solemn to allow us, like the bat, to play animal among
animals, and fowl among fowls. Our Christological theology is
distinetive. Lt all understand this fully and finally, and thus
save themselves the uscless pains of measuring it by their own.



584 The Hesence and the Form of Clristianity.  [Juny,

In ssying this we do not ask men to let us think and decide
for them, but only respectfully invite them to study with us what
are regarded as the momentous problems of the times. We are
engaged upon the guestions which coneern the cssentinl nature

of Christinnity, and thesc also, as we conceive, lie at the very:

Teundations of Protestantiam; and they vitally afeet the ques-
tions ut issug between Protestantism and Romanism. These
are the only live questions in theology at the present time.  With
some this whole matter is already fully and satisfactorily de-
cided. We do not agree with them. For us the present popu-
lnr theology decides nothing in regard o them. That leading
men in the Protestant or Roman Church, should think so, and
thus sit in dignified rest, is to us the saddeat aspect of the casc.
To us this whole question appears, just at this time, to pross ag
never before,  The pressure which began to be folt by earnest
minds, in Germany, England, and this country, more than a
quarter of o century ago, increases every duy, whether men ad-
mit j or not.  T'he charge of Romanizing, os made againat those
who are alive to this great fquestion, is no argument, decides
nothing, defends nothing, condemns nothing, is worn out, and
has Jost both its novelty and power. We have never cared for
it. Like the nursery ery of “a man in the dark,” it can only
be successfully practised upon theological children. Of the
cruelty inflicted upon the wnthinking by thus playing with their
religious prejudices, we will not speak.

We work ab this problem, not for the sake of indulging in
theological curiosity, but because we clearly see that God, in
History, is working at it. Therc are times in the history of
‘Christinnity, when certain great questions press for a decision.
If they cannot be decided by human wisdom and learning, they
will be decided by “God in History,” awakening and enlisting
the co-operation of men.

OFf this fact, the history of the world furnishes abundant ox-
amples.  We have one near us. Yor several deeades before
the outbrealk of the late Rebellion, the question of human slavery
pressed upon the minds of our statesmen with o power that would
not be put off. Our wisest men thought, wrote, planned, and

1867.1 - The Hssence and the Form of Christianity. 385

proposed, bu’ no schome for the settlement of the question could
be presentold which scemed to meet the case. Our statesmen
were ab their wit's end.  Then war becamo the mighty word of
God! God deeided Dy actual history what no wisdom of our
stotesmen could decide for the country.

A similar burden is upon the Church. The question betweon
Drotestandism and Romanism is pressing for adjustment. There
scerg, however, no probability of a decision of it in the sehools
alone.  Wo know that nothing is more difieult than to read
¢the sigus of the times,” yot one cannet help bu feel that the
status of the Buropean nations—by no means scttled—indicate
that “God in History” is about to awalen newly, and irresisti-
bly urge forward the theological mind to a deeision. Though

* the late military movement secms, on the surfuce, to have been

only for ¢ivil and politieal ends, yet it is plain that the Chuis-
tinn clement is at the bottom of it, though it may be uncon-
seiously so to many of the actors. It could be easily shown
that the cause of the Iate Prussian-Austrian war lics at least a
century bnek in history. Protestantism on the continent, and
with if the German nationality, were demoralized by Rational-
ism, ever since Bnglish Deism, through French sensualism, and
Treneh life and manners, had found its way to the Prussian
Court of Frederick the Great, through the plausible and skep-
tical Voltaire, and thenee down o all lower court circles, till at
last all polite Germany was found talking, dressing, dancing
Frenels, and thus had their manners, their thinking, their Chris-
tianity, and their natiopality, all poisoned by a foreign spirit,
Thus the demoralization went forward till Germany, if it did
not forget to know, at least almost altogether eeased to fecl that
it was Germany.  During the last decades Rationalism has been
fast on the wane, and a revived theology and Christianity have
taken hold of the German mind and hears. With this revival
in the Protestant conseiousness must come back the German na-
tionality to a corresponding consciousness. No nation has ever
felt so decply us the German that their nationality rests in their
religion. For
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Was ist des Dentschen Faterlund?
So nennen endlieh wir das Laml!
So weit die Deutschie Zunge klingt
Ond Gott im Himmel Lieder singt !

This lnte war was, in its deepest ground, a strnggle for the free-
dem of the revived Protestant consciousness, and with it o strike
for the old glorious German nationality. As now partially ve-
stored by the success of Prussia, it is o master for France. Its
suceesses have humbled old fogy Austria, and very plainly de-
moranlized the old continentnl Dictntor. That o German power
could—that it dared twice to say flatly “no” to French sugges-
tions, is 2 new thing in Eurcpe, and a thing to be thought of.
The foundation for a full restoration of the German Protestant
nationality is now fairly laid in the success of Prussin. Whe-
ther the present difliculty between Prussin and France leads to
war or not, is in itself unimpertant. If the war occur, it will
be the very power that shall consolidate Germany; if France
bacles out, the humilintion and demornlization of that Rloman
Catholic power will have the same effeet upen the nationality
ani Protestant spirit of Germany.

Rome sees the ultimate bearing of all these significant signs
of the times. Scme one writes:

“The Roman Catholics of France, particularly the Ultra-
montanes, are deeply chagrined by the recent events in Europe.
It is net nlone the defeat of o Catholic prince, involving the
loss of all hope of revolutionizing Italy, that brings them to
grief, but they are stung by the cause to which the public senti-
ment traces the results. The fact is constantly brought for-
. ward that, for the Inst three centurics, Romanism has proved
an element of weakness and decline in all the States which haye
surrendered themselves to its influence; and that, on the other
hand, conntries which have embraced the doctrines of the Re-
formation, have grown in strength and prosperity. Spain is
compared with England, Sicily with Scotland, Portugal with
Iolland, cte. When in roply, the ensc of France is cited, the
history of that nation from the time of Franecis L., is appenled
to, to show that whenever France hus been in alliance with Pro-
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- testants, she has concluded advaniageous treaties of peace; but

whenever she has taken up arms to support the Papacy, she
has been conquered and humilinted. It is further said, that if
Franece occupies nn clevated rank among the Buropean Powers,
and if' her soldiers have gained memorable victories, it is be-
enusc for cighty years, notwithstanding that they were nomi-
nally Roman Catholies, they have, by their lnws, their idens,
theil tendencies, and their netions, ccased to be so. It is also
gaid of Italy, that she began to he grent snd strong only when
soparating Ler institutions and interests from those of the Vati-
enn. The most influentinl organs of the French press, among
them the Journal des Debats, have made this remark: ¢ Austrin
is elerical (that is to say, Popish), she must either undergo a
change or die; sho can no longer exist as she is.” "

Another extract may show how foreign Romanists themselves
view the situation as bronght about the late military events in
Europe: . '

¢« There is an article in the Ultramontanaist Journal, the 2onde,
of Paris, of some intercst, It states what must be the result,
a8 regards Rome, of the overthrow of Austrin. ‘No State will
remain depending upon the Viear of Jesus Christ.’ All will
have abjured the officinl character of the Cutholie faith. The
mass of the Catholics in France, Spain, and Germany, will let
fall the throne of Pio Nono, that visible sign of the Catholicity
of the nations. If Austrin Do vanquished, ¢sbe will close the
Catholic eycle of modern people.” This is probably a true an-
ticipation. The old Catholic ideal of Church and State is likely
soon to be but an idea—the terrible ecclesiastical tyranny that
Tins 8o long oppressed Christendom, forever disappearing.  And
the paper snys:—‘There are not wanting zealous Irotestants
in Berlin and elsewhere, who take a grim interest in the fact
that by the defeat at Sadown, the House of Hapsburg “met ity
doom’” on the very ground where, some two hundred and fifty
years ago, Ferdinand IT. so ruthlessly stamped out the Protest-
antism and the {reedom of Dohemia. It is said, indeed, that a
Berlin pastor of rank predieted the vietory oa that field a fort-
night before the event. After the battle of Weissenberg, in
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1620, the Emperor systematically labored fo extirpate the new
religion and its professors.” ™ ] )

Restless desperation is always an evidence of a consclousnoss
of wealness. This was manifested on the part of the Boman-
ists on the occasion of the luse defeat of the Roman party in
Belgium:

“Daring the June clection of memhers of the two houses of
the Legislature, the Ultramontanes made a desperate effort to
gecure the control of those bodies, and thus foree the Govern-
ment info illiberal measures townrd the Protestants.  Purish
priests denounced the Tiberals from the pulpit, and threatened
with everlusting torments those who should vote for them.  On
the duy of election they accompanied their parishioners to t.;hc
.balloting, and watched their voting. As usual, they carried
their zeal to the excess which insures n vebourtd, Al the re-
sult of their efforts was to bring the cause of religion into con-
tempt, and to leave their party in o minority in both hranches.
If this madness of Romanism rencted only upon itself, it would
be less deplorable.  But Belgium js fast becoming the meeting-
place for all the sehools of infidelity on the continent, and such
exhibitions make their unhappy diseiples nove the fewer.”

We know full well that all that appears in the signs of the
times, and zhat scems to makeo against Rome, is neither pure
Protestantism, purc Chriséianity, nor pure Putriotism. We
think of the declarations of the notorious Gavazui, who, when
Lo preached his crasade of liberty through this country some
years ago, said: “I am no Catholie! T am no Protestant! I
am no destroyer!” This eloment deeply flows in the minds of
mony who arve pelitically pitted agninst Rome. DBub it shows
that those nationalities which have bocome offete under Roman
. forms of Christiznity, are carnestly asking whether they must
utterly dic in their present stnfus, ov whether they must strike
for some kind of hope, if it even be in the still darker abyss of
infidelity. : ] .

The guestion between Tomanism and Protestantism as if now
presses for a deeision, is not o question alone of theclogy and
Christisnity in a direct way, bub it is also a question of civiliza-
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tion, of freedom, of life and progress for the nations~—and espe-
cially is it such in those nations that are, as a clear fact, pining
and dying under the shadow of Roman Christinnity. This fact
is a more powerful, practical argument against Rome, than any
ever presented hy universities.  Whether they do it as Protest-
ants or as infidels; whether they do it by right or by wrong,
the nations will ask, arc now earnestly asking, whether by con-

 tinued papal alleginnce their effete and pining nationalities can

rise afd live agnin.  If-neither Romish nor Protestant theolo-
giens can answer the question theoretically and practically, they
will have an answer still.  If not for the sake of those who so
earnestly ask, or for the sake of those who are not able to an-
swer the earnest incuiry, still for the sake of Clristianity and
the Church of the Future, God will answer the question by the
“logic of cvonts,” by the veice of history.

We believe He will do it soon. The mighty word which Da-
vid hurled ngainst Saul, is in all ages o true and fitting word,
showing how God can open the path of history, and luy bare of
Jecumulated rubbish the true foundations of safety and progress
for the Church and for the nations. *The Lord thundered in
the heavens, and the Highest gave His voice. Yea, ¢ sent
out Ilis nrrows, and scabtered them; and He shot out IHis light-

" nings, and discomfited them. Then the channels of waters were

seen; and the foundations of the world were discovered at Thy
rebuke. O Lord, at the blast of the breath of Thy nostrils!”
Wo do not say how God will decide this great question.  Wo
only suy, “Man’s necessity is Ilis opportunity;” and that the
very pressure of the question indicates that He, and Healone, can
and will deeideit. The signs now are fuvorablo to Protestantism
ot least they indicate that the Romish system must suffer jtself to
be fundamentally modified, a thing whieh it has hitherto resisted
with inflexible determination. But we need not determing what
the “foundations” that He will “discover” shall be, or what
the “channcl™ of the future listory of Christinnity shall he.
Let us only wait, and still pray: “Thy kingdom come;"” and
while we believe that ““the Lord reigneth,” we may humbly re-
25



finighed theology? Not se do we estimate the demands of the
times. The theology noeded is not finishe:l and ab hand.  As
more ot less in all ages, so especially now is theology ealled fo
a now travail, that 15 may bring into the unity of seicnee, and
prepare for the demands ol history, the full power, capacity, and
scope of Clistinnity, which it has ever heen ahle to approhend
only “in part.” o this end ik must, as ever, vary its stand-
point, in the hope of finding that eenbral, impevinl principle, out
of which all Clristinn truth grows forth, to which it is nll har-

monjously related, and in right adjustment with which it will |

both illuminate the centre, and be in turn illuminated by it.
Phis is onwr problem. It is this that constitules the poculinriby
of our views in theology.

Tt will bo our aim in the present article, to attempt an ariit-
thrung—ns the Gormans say—in our present posibion,—show
what has necessitated sueh position, nul indicate how, as we be-
lieve, it throws light upon some of the most important, central,
and carnest theological questions of the age.

Two grost questions, to which all others are subordinate, are
in this ago pressing for answer.  Two questions which are, how-
ever, only different sides of one and the swme ruestion.  The
questions are these: Wihat is the cssence, und what is the cssen-
tial form.of Christianity?

Both these questions will be ultimately decided by the histo-
rieal dovelopment of Christianity itself. Tt will at last surely
venlize its cssentinl natuve in true form. DBut it will Qo this

chm‘m.:tm' of Christianity. Any theelogical or coclesinstical an-
t:th]lI:‘sIHS. that will not or cannat subordinate thomselves to this
cssmftm! llleﬂ? are false; and any religious movements or ben-
d.enuws in which this idea is jgnored, or not kept consciously in
view, are mere fitful and sporadie fmpulses in the dark—or i}m
the Grermuns so expressively call « Einspinneres”— )crsm‘l'
‘wih}]y‘:mzd lawlessly driving their own solitury Vchic]f:s.‘1 :
Clmstmni-ty is one. It is, however, not one as a wad, but
one us i unéy. It is an expansive and a progressive unity" not
A unit ina point, but a wnity in and over space; not n un,it ok
rest, but o unity extending through and over time, a unit :
life and history. g . v
Now, when Clristianity fies o 3 i
to move onward in time, fhﬁ:ffo i;‘d:;‘:ll;ct?ﬂsili\rt-c o i m}d‘
! late possession of
the world in both its conditions of space and time, tho ereat
plroblcm arose, How shall the one essence rr;:mil'cs’t itsc?i' i‘n
{S:::f]:? i What shall, and what must be the form of that unity
3 e - H 1
: fh time? : 1k unity which ean
le maintained in the absolutely nocessury diversity and mani-
foldness of spaco and time, of geography and higtory?
Gradually the theory grew into power that Chris;i:mit 7y in
order to maintain its unity in its extension and perpetuit I}u’ufst
Irave an ceelesinsticnl eontro in space—Rome; an ecclcsﬁstic:ﬂ
head of its own subjects—the Pope.  To this fixed uen‘tru “1
spacc—LRome, and to this infallible perpetual C-C!lt—l'.'l-l line lolf


















