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pulpit.‘ The Sacramental altar demands a central position, and
immedjately in front of it the Laptismal font; there is ne mean-
ing in placing this latter at one side, to Dalance a reading-desk
on the other. The reading-desk is a mere convenience for hold-
ing the books ab the right side of the altar, from which all our
worship should aseend to heaven. The pulpit requires o pro-
minent position, either behind the font and the altar, or at their
side, in order that the preacher muy be able to point the world
to the one, rnd the people of God to the other.

Anr. IV.—THE ESSENCE ANXND TIHE FORM OF CIIRISTIANITY.

Theso who hold to the peeuliar type of theology which this
REview seeks to develop and advance, firmly believe, and would
as modestly as possible say, that they have some wholesome
things to say to the theologicul public. From some demonstra-
tions, however, called forth by our former issucs, wo lave rea-
son to doubt whether our common American Protestantism is
In a much better temper to hear what we have to say than it
waa o score of years ngo. This does neither alarm nor discourage
us. ' Lhis theology has never professed to be of the same typo-
with that nround it If, as a Chureh, our theology is not dis-
tinctive and peculiar to itself, we have most certainly neither
right nor mission to labor and teach as apart from other deno-
minations. - It not only differs, but it differs widely from the
whole Puritan scheme. Nothing, therefore, is gained cithor to-
the veviewers of it, or to us, nor yet to the general cause of sound
theology, by merely attompting to show this. Al this is already
publicly acknowledged and claimed. o us the wholo intorest
is too solemn to allow us, like the bat, to play animal among
animals, and fowl among fowls. Our Christological theology is
distinetive. Lt all understand this fully and finally, and thus
save themselves the uscless pains of measuring it by their own.
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religious prejudices, we will not speak.

We work ab this problem, not for the sake of indulging in
theological curiosity, but because we clearly see that God, in
History, is working at it. Therc are times in the history of
‘Christinnity, when certain great questions press for a decision.
If they cannot be decided by human wisdom and learning, they
will be decided by “God in History,” awakening and enlisting
the co-operation of men.

OFf this fact, the history of the world furnishes abundant ox-
amples.  We have one near us. Yor several deeades before
the outbrealk of the late Rebellion, the question of human slavery
pressed upon the minds of our statesmen with o power that would
not be put off.  Our wisest men thought, wrote, planned, and
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last all polite Germany was found talking, dressing, dancing
Frenels, and thus had their manners, their thinking, their Chris-
tianity, and their natiopality, all poisoned by a foreign spirit,
Thus the demoralization went forward till Germany, if it did
not forget to know, at least almost altogether eeased to fecl that
it was Germany.  During the last decades Rationalism has been
fast on the wane, and a revived theology and Christianity have
taken hold of the German mind and hears. With this revival
in the Protestant conseiousness must come back the German na-
tionality to a corresponding consciousness. No nation has ever
felt so decply us the German that their nationality rests in their
religion. For



























