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consign it to hell, unloss the grace of God may yet prevail to
soften o doubly hardened henrt, and end it back to repentance
and faith, As the judge of the eourt pronounces the sentence
of denth upon the guilty culprit, only when commanded by the
soleinn obligations of his office, so the minister gives the erring
soul over to perdition, only as his divine Commission constrains
him to utter the judgment of Almighty God.
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When man was first created and placed in the garden of
Tden, ho was perfect ond complete, so far as it was possible for
him to be perfect and complete, by an act of creation. A great
and important work still remained to be dono before he eould
vench his true destiny. This much is already intimated by the
trial on which howas put in regard to tho trec of the knowledge
of good and cvil, and alse by the presence of the mysterious tree
of life, mention of which is first made after man fell. We infer
from these things, 1st, That it was necessary for man to ack
freely and willingly in accordance with the laws of his being,
before he couldl attain perfoction, and Ondly, That in doing
this, he would be met by some provision on the part of God, by
which he might attain the destiny for which he was created.

Theso inferences arc confirmed by the light that is thrown
upon the subject of man’s destiny in the salvation provided in
Christ. "The work of Christ in saving man more than repairs
the damnge of the fall. Man is clevated to o condition far
above that of his creation. Was this an after-thought of God?
or was it only possible thus to clevate man after Iie hard sinned?
Neither of these positions are tenable. Rather, we would sup-
pose, it was God's oriyinal design to link man’s nature in ever-
lasting and blissful union with Himself through the Son.

1867.] The Iumanity of Christ. 363

We are thus led to the conclusion that humanity, as origi-
nelly created, was designed to ronch its full pcrfcctiozl in Jcsﬁls
Christ, who is represented in the New Testament as the abso-
lute Head of the roce, and that the ceffect of sin, instead of
changing the original purpose of God in regard tc: man, onl
serv?d to modify the form in which this purpose was now’to bz
carried-out. Without sin, there would have been no suflerin
and while, therefore, there wounld still have been a mediator bgi

“tween God and man, yet there would have been no suffering
. Saviour.

.

Ad:?m was the head of the human race, as ho was also the
crowuing glory of creation. Clrist is the absolute ead of the
race, in whom alone the whole creation finds its hfyhest mean-
ing and perfection.  Man's personality in Lis creation was rela-
fjl\f(‘.; it becomes absolute in Jesus Christ, in whom Lumanity is
Joined in personal union with God. If we ask now, why man
wag not created in this perfect state, in union wil:fl God, our
reply is, thut this consummation could only be reached in a
process after his creation. It could be attained only in the.
sphere of freedom, in the exercise of reason and will. Hence
tl.ne union of the Son of God with the race, follows as a fach of
history after the creation.

In the history of our fallen race, this union took place in the

- holy conception and birth ‘of our Dblessed Saviour mere than

eighteen lundred years ago. In that coneeption and birth, the
Son of God took human nature into everlasting union with ]E[im—
gclf, so that in Christ, the divine and human natures sre united
In one persoi.

As to this, the teaching of Seripturc and the symbols of tho
Chareh are elear.  Christ ia divine, being God aver all, blessed
forevm'x‘norc. e is also human, possessing all tho ,powers
properties and attributes of human nature.  And yet there :1.1':3
not two Christs, but onc¢ Christ.

The teaching of the carly Church, which has ecome to be re-
garded as substantially authoritative and final in all subsequent
oS, in regard to the humanity of Christ, is contained in the
deeision of the Council of Chaleedon, A.D., 451, Tt is as fol-
























