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removed from Nicomedia to Constantinople, and deposited,
with the highest Christian honors, in thf: Chu}'ch ot the
Apostles, while the Roman senate, after its ancient pngan
cystom, cnrolled him among the gods. Som} after his
death, Eusebius set him above the greatest pI‘ll]CBS.Of IE“
times ; from the fifth centary hie began to be recognized in
the 1inst ns a saint; and the Greck and Iinssian Ghurch. to
this day cclebrates his memory under the ofztmvngant titlo
of the “equal of the apostles.”] The Latin O.hurch, on
the contrary, with truer tact, has never placed lnn_n among
the saints, buthas been content with naming him “the

Great. P, 8.

AﬁT, IL—THE OLD DOCTRINE OF CHRISTIAN BAPTISM.

I An Exiract from the Trwelfth Homily of St. John Chry-

sostom on the Grospel of St Matthew.

© ¢ And Jesus, whon he was baptized, went up straight- .
way out of the water; and lo, the heavens were opened :
unto him.” ‘Why were the heavens opencd? In order

that thou mightest lenrn, that when thou nlso art baptized
the same thing takes place, God ealling thee to the coun-
try above and urging thee to forsake the fellowship of

carth. That thou seest it nof, is no renson why tl;l?u':
ghonldst not believe it. TFor it is the general rule, thatia ¢

the boginning of extraordinary spiritual dispensations such
sensible visions and sigus should appear, because men aro
so slow to perceive spiritual realities, and require to have
their attention roused by things which sirike the sensos;

in order that cven without the snme signs afterwards, the -

7 Cemp. the Acln Sanct. ad 21 Maii, p. 13 sq.
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ﬂiiugs onee certified by them may be accepted as sure by
faith. Thus upon the apostles, we are told, there came

- the sound of a mighty rushing wind and the appearance

of cloven tongues of five ; not for their sake, however, but
on account of the Jews then present. Though there be
then no visible signs, let us still reccive what they have
once served to roveal. IPor tho dove also appeared at this
time, that it might as a seal designate to those present,
nnd to John, the Son of God. And not for this only, but
to tench thee also that the Spirit descends upon thee in
like manner at thy baptism. We have no longer need of
the sensible vision, faith answering for all; for signs are
“not for them thatbelieve, but {for them that believe not.”

But why in the form ofa dove? It is o gentle and pure

- animnl.  And so the Holy Ghost, as a spirit of meclcness,

takes its appearance. There is regard in it besides to
nucient history. Tor when the general flood was upon the
earth, threntening to malke {ull shipwreci of the human race
this bird nppeared, announcing the end of the storm, and
with tle olive branch proclaimed the glad tidings of peace

‘upo'n the enrth ; all which was a typo of tliings to come.

As then indeed matters were in mueh worse state than
now, and men desorving of far grentor punishment. That

‘thou mnyest, not despair then, call to mind that history.
. For oven in that desperate extremity thore twas o certain
‘relief and restoration ; then however through punishment,

whoreas it is now through graco and unspeakable gift. On

“which nccountalso the dove appears, not bearing a branch

of olive, but pointing out to us the deliverer from all evils,

- snd holding forth to us beavonly hopes. A messenger,

"not to bring one man out from the ark, but to conduet the
- whole world to heaven, offering to the race at Iarge io-
- stend of an olive branch the precious boon of adoption.
“Qonsidering then the greatness of tho gift, lot not the digni-
“ty of the giver seem any lesa great in thine eyes from his
‘appearing in such form, ForI hear some say, that as

much difference ns thore is between & man and a dove, s0

~ “much there is also between Christ nnd the Bpirit, since the
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one appeared in our nature and the other in the form of a
dove. DBut what must we sny now in answer to this?
That the Son of God did indeed take upon him the natare

of man ; but that the Spirit did noi assume the nature of -

the dove. Hence the evangelist also does not say, in the

natnre of o dove, butin the form of adove ; in which form, -
accordingly, the Spirit appenred only at that time, and not -

afterwards, DBut if this be taken to imply inferiority, the
cherubim by parity of reasoning will be found to be lile-
wise of higher dignity, in proportion ns an eagle is superior
to o dove; a8 being fnshioned to such likeness; and the
angels agnin must be counted higher also, since they have
often nppeared in human form. The trath, however, is
widely different from all this. The reality of a dispensa-
tion is one thing, the accommodation of a transient vision
altogether pnother. Be not ungrateful, therefore, toward
thy benefactor, and, think not poorly of him who has be-

stowed upon theo the fountain of blessedness, For where -

the dignity of sonship is, there the removal of all evil is
nlso, and the gift of all good.

The completion of the Jewish baptism thus is the be-
ginning of ours; and what tock place in the case of the

peesever, happens also in this case. Nor there one trans. -

action is made to smbrace oth the old and the new, in
such & way a8 to abolish the one and introduce the other;
and here, having fulfilled the Jewish baptism, he at the
pome time opens the doors of the Church, as in one table
there, so in one river here, filling out at once the shadow
and adding to it the truth. For this baptism nlone has the
grace of the Spirit; that of John was destitute of this gift,
Hence nothing of the sort occurred in the cnse of the others
who came %o his baptism, but only in the case of him who
was to bestow this ; showing it to be thus, not from the
sanctity of the baptizer, but from the power of the person
baptized. Then also, accordingly, the heavens were open-
ed, and the Spirit descended. Tor from this time he leads
us forth from the old into the new order of life, both open-
ing for us the celestial gates, nnd sending his Spirit from
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.- thence fo enll us to the country above; and not simply to

enll us, but to do this also with the most exalted honor.
For he has not made us angels and archangels, but con-
stituting us sons and beloved of God, he draws us thus
townrd that inheritance. _

“Considering then all these things, show a life worthy at
onco of him that ealis thee, and of the heavenly citizenship,

~2nd of the honorthou hast received. Being crucified to the
-world, and having it crucified for thyself, cultivate the life

of heaven with all diligence; neither suffor thyself to think,
that because thy body has not yet passed into that higher

world thou hast anything in common with this earth; for

thou hast thy head seated above. And for this reason, the
Lord, baving come here first attended with angels, when he

. hnd taken thee into union with himself afterwards retorned

on high, in order that thon mighst Iearn even before thy

- aseent thither, how it is possible for thee to occupy the

earth as hieaven. Lot us continuc then to hold fast the
nobility which wo have received from the beginning, and
let us seek every day those royal abodes, holding all things
here as a mero shadow and drenm.  For if only an earthly
king, finding theo poor and hegging, should suddenly
ronlke thee his son, thou wouldst not surely male acconni
of thy Lovel and its mean provision; although the differ-
ence in that case would not be so very great. Hero then
also malke no account of things before; since thou hast

- 'beon ealled to far greater things. For he that cnlls is the
+ Lord of angels, and the benefits given exceed all utterance
- and thought. He doih not translate thee from enrth to
“enrth, a8 a king might do, but from -carth to heaven, and
* from o mortal nnture to immortdlity and glory unspenka-

ble, which can only then fally appear when we come into

* its possession. DBeing about to partale of such blessings,

then, dost thou malke mention te me of riches, and cleave
to the show of this world ? And canst thou refuse to look
upon all things visible as more mean than the beggar's
rags?  How then shalt thou appear worthy of that honor;
nnd what defence ghalt thou have to male or rother what
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punishment shalt thou not endure, having returned from
guch o gift to thy former vomit. I'or not now asa man
slmply shalt thou be punished, but as a son of God falling
into sin, and the greatness of thy dignity will be for theo

the p'lssport to greater indignation, ~ As we curselves also |
do not inflict the snme punishment on offending servants,

as upon our children offending in the same way ; cspecinl-
. lyif these have received large favors atour hands, Ifhewhe

possessed paradise, was made to suffer so many' dire evils,

for one disobedience, after snch high distinction, what in-
dulgenee shall we have—iwe who have possessed heaven and
have been made fellow heirs with the Beloved—if after the
dove we betake ourselves to the serpent? "Woe shall not
hear any more, “ Dust thou art and unto dust shalt thou
return,” * Till the ground,” and those other words of the
former curse, but things much more grievous than these,
outer darkness, eternal chains, the undying worm, the
gnashing of teeth. And with good reason, Tor he thet
is not made better by so great favor, should of right suﬁer
the last and heaviest punishment.

Elias of old opened and shut heaven, so as to bring down
and to hold bacl rain ; but for thee heaven is opened not
thus, but so as that thon mayest thysell ascend thither;
and what is still greater, so as that thoun ennst not only thy-
self ascend, but if thon wilt mayest bring others there also,

such liberty and power hiath he given unto thee in.all thaf .

is his cwn. Bince then our home is there, let us there lay

up all things and leave unothing here, that we may not

suffor loss..  Tor here, though thon mayest apply keys, and
use holted doors, and have thousands of servants to wateh,

and though thou shouldst surmount the arts of the dis
honest and avoid the eyes of the envious, and thongh thou

shouldst escape the moth and the deeny that comes by time,
which is impossible—still thou wilt not therefore cscape
denth atlast, and all these thinges shall be talcen from thee in
the twinkling of an eye; and not only takenaway, but ofton
g0 left as to pass into unfriendly hands. But pass all into
that higher home, and thou shall be master of all. No
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koys, no doors no bolts are needed thore; such i8 the
 atrength of that city; so inviolable is the region, and so
.completely beyond the reach of ail corruption and evil.
- How is it not theu the extreme of folly, to heap up all
where that which is 1aid away is sure to dissolve aud perish

while not even {he smallest part is placed there, where what
is stored is notonly safe but eertain to become more—and

“-this too, when we are to spend there our whole future

life! Ilence it Iy, that the Groeks also refuse to believe
the things spoken by us ; for they choose to malke account

-of what we do, rather than of what we say; and when they

seo us building splendid houses, constructing gardens and

“baths, and buying fields, they will not believe that we are

preparing for removal to another eountry. Since if that
wero the case, they say, we would see them converting
all things here into money, and sending it there belore-
hand ; and this they infor from what is vsual in the pre-
sent world. . Tor we find always that those who lave
meang employ them to purchase houses, and fields, and all
other things, in those countries especially where they ox-
pect to remain.  Dut we act differently ; the earth, which
we are to leave in a little while, issought with the greatest
diligence, not only mouey but blood itself being sacrificed
for some acres of land aud a {ew houses ; whereas for the
purclase of heaven we grudge to spend oven our auper-
fluoug means, though we can havo it at low price, and if

- we buy it are to hold it forever. Tor thisreason the lLieav-

iest punishmont awaits us if we pass into ihe other worlil
naked and poor ; and not for our own poverty simply, but
for what wwo do also to make others poor, shall we meet
severe rofribution. For when the Greeks sce those wha

< have enjoyed such mysteries talen up with these things,

they will much more cleave to the present world them-
selves. In this way we heap much fire on our ewn heads,
For when we, who ought to teach them to despise all visi-
ble things, ourselves most of all encourage them in the
love of these things, when may wehope to be saved, heing
lield accountable for the destruction ofothers? Dost thou
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not hiear Christ saying, that he has sent ua forth to be for.

salt and ag lights in this world, that we mny exert a pre-
serving power in the midst of its corruption, nnd shine in
the midst of its darkness.
to draw men into darkness, and promote their corruption,
what, hope can there be of our salvation? Noue whatever;
hut with wailing and gnashing of teeth, bound hand and
foot, we shall go away into hellfire, after having been
thoroughly sensumed hy the care of richies here. Corsid-
ering then all these things, let us break the bands of such

present delusion, that we may not fall into those which.

shall consign us to unquenchable fire hereafter. For whoeo-
ever serveth richos, shiall be subjected to bonds both in 1his
world and eternally in the next ; bat he that is freed from
this desire, shall find liberty both here aud there. Which
thatwe also may obtain, breaking the heavy yole of avarice,
let us wing our souls for heaven, through the merciful
Jindness of our Lord Jesus Ohust to whom be glory and
power through all ages.  Amen.
II. PRAGTICAL REFLECTIOXS. ,
Tt is ensy to see from this passage, that Christian Bap-
tism was held by Chrysostom to be an actual regeneration,
by the grace of God, to the power ofa new and heavenly lifo,

It was no sign simply of a spiritual fact, supposed to have -

place at seme other time or in some other way ; the toleen
of an inward change already past, or the pledge of an in-
ward change which was yot to come.

church eovenant nmong medern Congregationalists.

the convietions and purposes, the views and feelings gens
erally, of the human parties engaged in tle transaction; it
was ab the same time most 10't]

earrying with it the power of God s grace, and making -
what it signified to be actually at haud for its subjeets, nnd

available for their nse thenceforward, as it had not bec}u '

before.

[Aprily

. But if; instead of this, we help’

It was notan act of :
profession merely, by which the catechumen beeame bound
to the service of Christ, in the scnse of what is called a *
The
forco of the snerament was not subjective only, holding in

nud truly objective nlso, -
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“Allthisis regarded as flowing necessarily from the rela-
‘tion, which the baptism of Christ himself sustained to the
Jewish use of the ordinance, advanced to its highest mean-
ngin the ministey of John. The whole Jewish system waz
“typical and prefigurative of things to come; it was not ifself
- the substance of what it exhibited in the way of grace, but
-only its shadow and promise ; aud thia character it retained
on to the very last. Even in the person of its last and
-greatest ropresentative, the immediate forerunner of the
~ Messial, its mission was still that of preparation ouly,
ghowing the kingdom of heaven to be indeed at hand, but
" at hand after all in a form wholly different from itself.
" Greater than all horn before him in the old order of things,
- the Daptist wns at the same time, we are told, less than the
lenst in the new order which was now about to take its
place. ITis baptism thus hind no power answerable to the
proper spiritual significance of all such washing ; it ended
in being nothing more than a sign and typo ; there was no
‘effiency in it to tnle away sin. Of this no one was more
sensiblo than Johu himself. ¢ I indeed baptize you with
water,' he says, “unto repentance”—engaging you to con-
fossion of sin, and to such change of mind as may fit you
to.receivo the grace by whicl sinis to be pardoued and
- taken out of the way-—*Lut he that cometh after me,”
~whose way I nm sent to prepare, in whom all my ministry
“ is to.find its full sense nud end, “is mightier than I; whose
ghoes I am not worthy to bear: ho shall baplize you with
tho Iloly Ghost and with fire.” In other words, his bap-
tism sholl be in full effect what mine is in shadow only
and outward form ; i will be not the symbolical washing
of water only, but along with this the powm of mwmd
purifiention also by the Holy Ghost, which is needed to
muke the gymbel complete. This relntion of the fwo diffor-
ent kinds of Laptism, that of the Bapfist and that for which
it'wna to prepare the way, comes sirikingly into view in
the history of whai took place, when Jesus came io be
himself baptized of John in the river Jordan,
It boeamo him thus “to fulfil all rightecusness,” to take































