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“Wian constitutes:reality 7’ This is the great and I'undarﬁén;-
tal question which has divided the literary world, like the phy-
sical; into two great hemispheres. According. to the one mode
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of thought, that only is real and true, the origin, the nature, the
use and end of which can be determined by the calculating
understanding, and stated in just so many words. Science is
nothing more than the enumeration of phenomena and facts,
and their classification as may be agreed upon by the learned.
‘ Life itself is a mere harmony, an effect.” Society is merely
an aggregation of individuals united from choice. Government
is a full grown * Minerva’ sprung from the head of human wis-
dom. The State is a social compact entered into for the mutual
defence of life property and rights. The Church is but the
collective body ef believers, who take the Bible as the ground
of their faith and rule of their life :—the Bible, however, as
interpreted by each one for himself, without being in the least
dependent upon tradition, or the united wisdom of the church
of by-gone ages. All relations are external, more or less, me-
chanical and arbitrary.

Natural phenomena stand related merely through the medium
of contiguity, or mental association. The different members of
the state are held together by the bond of interest, and motives
of expediency. The bond of union between church members,
iz like that between the different parts of a mechanism, held
together by the force of external power; or, to say the most, it
is merely of a moral character, as, for instance, the bond of
friendship. The Church and State stand related as two volun-
tary associations ; as, for instance, the societies of Free Masons
and Odd Fellows, holding each other at respectful distance, from
motives of mutual jealousy, and sometimes uniting the hands of
friendship from moatives of policy.

We do not maintaia that this utilitarian, common sense practical
philosophy is vtterly void of truth, but that it is greatly at fault:
it is one-sided, incomplete, outward, mechanical.

According to the other mode of thought, there is a world of
truth, and ideas beyond the present world—* ideas,” as observed
by a learned author of our day, * that are fixed and eternal, more
stable than the earth, more permanent than the heavens”—ideas
that were never born and can never die; and from which alone
individual things derive reality, and by partaking of which they

become objects of science.”
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