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Second Article.

1. Our sect system is exceedingly wrrational. We can con-
ceive of divisions in the church that might be in a certain sense
rational and necessary, and so capable of some scientific repre-
sentation. The original distinction of Protestantism from Ca-
tholicism, and the resolution of the first again into the two great
confessions Lutheran and Refonned, have this character. They
have their ground in the idea of Christianity itself ; they form
necessary momenta, or moving forces, in the process by which
this idea is carried forward to its final completion ; they can Dbe
studied accordingly, and understood, in the way, for instance, of
comparative symbolism. But nothing of this sort can be affirmed
of our reigning modern sects. No idea underlies them, by which
i '|hey can be said to have a right to exist. Their appearance is in
defiance and scorn of all such objective reason. It is their boast, to

be sprung for the most part of mere private judgment and private
YoLr. .—no. V1. ®35
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will. They start generally, by their own confession, in the
most outward and accidental occasions. A Jacob Albright is

awakened, and finding no congenial religious connections imme- -

diately at hand, makes his subjectivity the basis of a new sect,
which in due time swells into an evangelieal church. A John
Winebrenner takes it into his head, that every body is wrong but
himself, and being put out of the old church, complacently offers
himself to the world as the nucleus of a new one, that may be
expected to work better. Elder Randall is pushed aside by the Re-
gular Baptists, and forthwith originates the Freewill Baptists. Mr.
Cowherd (p. 124,) isled to inculcate the doctrine of abstinence

from the flesh of animals, as well as total abstinence from all in- i

toxicating liquors, “ on the testimony of the Bible,” and has many
other private fancies besides on the same testimony ; and so we get
“the Dible Christian Church ; still happily in the wilderness and
out of sight. Dr. Abner Jones, of Vermont, has “a peculiar tra-
vel of mind in relation to sectarian names and human creeds,”
and to rectify the evil sets in motion a sect of his own, which
falls in afterwards with two other equally providential aceidents
. and helps in this way to form the body calling themselves “ Chris-
tians.” And so it goes, to the end of the chapter. Can anything

well be more accidental and capricious, than the rise of sects in

this way ?  'Who docs not see, that we might as reasonably have
five hundred in such form, as fifty or sixty 7 Have théve not

been hundreds of men, whe had just as much vocation in their ¢

circumstances as Albright or Winebrenner, to found new churches,
that might have had just as mich character and meaning too, a3
theirs, or possibly a good deal more? It is the easiest thing in
the world to moot new questions in religion, scores of ther, that
might just as fully justify division as half of those that have
already led to it, provided only the proper zeal were got up in
some quarter to push them out tosuch extreine, “ for conscience’
sake,” and to put honor on the Bible. Will any pretend to reduce

such a system to any sort of intelligible method or scheme? T

has none. It is supremely irrational, so far as all inward reason
goes, by its very constitution. We might as well pretend to sys-
temalize and genealogize the clouds, driven hither and thither by
all conflicting winds, It is a chaos, that excludes all science.
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Who will dream here of a Sect Symbolism, generically unfold-
ing the inward sense of each upslart body, as rel_ated. to all the
rest and to the whole system, its historical necessity, its comple-
mental contribution to the full idea of Protestantism? Who
will find it needful for the right understanding of theology, to
pursue the history of its doctrines through the mazes of our present
sectarianism, as held, for instance by the United Brelhrep, the
Cumberland Presbyterians, and all manner of Baptists; in the
same way that all true theology does require undoub'tedly such
a prosecution of doctrines, through the life of the ancient Gr?ek
Church, the life of the Roman Church, and that of the.or‘rgi-
nal Protestant Church under both its grand confessional d:stfnc-
tions. Take one wing only of the system, the Scotch Secession,
which has been accustomed from the first to make the great-
est account of its own theological significance, in this way ; and
what after all, we ask soberly, is the value of all its witne.ssings
put together, in this country, for the cause of unive_risal Christian-
ity, whether in theory or practice? Is there any inward reason
in' its divisions and subdivisions, its abortive uniens and conse-
quent new sections, till the whole has become a tangled web in the
end which it is a perfect weariness of the flesh to p:"eten'd to unra-
vel? Altogether we have some ten or twelve bodies in this country,
(possibly more,) conscience split for the glory of God, whostand
unitedly, while severally excluding one another, not orly on t'he
Bible, the sure foundation of all sects, but on the Presbyterian
sense of the Bible also as embodied in the Westminster Confes-
sion. Can there be any meaning or reason in such a phenome-
non? Has historical theology any real interest whatever in the
questions that lie between Old Covenanters, New Covenanters,
Associate Seceders, Associate Reformed Seceders, and Reforined
Associate Reformed Seceders, clear out to the tip end of orthodoxy
in the last wee Associate Presbyteiy of Pennsylvania? To ask
the question, is to provoke a smile. Who uudersr_cmds.thls ﬁeld
of church history? Who cares to thrust himself into its briery
waste? Do these sects understand themselves? Is there, in t‘ruth,
anything in them fo be understood ; or that is Iikcl}{ to weigh a
feather hereafler, under any separate view, in the mm-d o.f_God B
Universal Church? Alas, for the unregson of our reigning gect
system !

.
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5_3. The evil just noticed is greatly aggravated by the con
ration, that very few sects remain constant at all to their o
origin, or malke it their business to understand and maintain ii-le
If this change were the result of a true inward process ”sje.r'\';"
to develope the sense of some mission they had at first ;l.' mi
!Je all very well ; but every body may easily enough see, that this
is not the case. 'The movement is altogether negative ,abd.':é‘.
ward, and amounts to pothing. Once formed, the bo;'l‘.y'f'ﬂ:
lllilher and thither according to circumstances, till ﬁna.ily ite otig
fnal moorings are lost sight of almost entirely ; only it still car
its old name and has gradually accumulated a certain hist.
substance of its own, a body. of recollections and traditions,
boleths and hobbies, prejudices and pedantries; \vbef;i;'
manner of selfish interests and ends are enlisted for its sup
and ‘room made for a few men in the sziddle, by humoring
fafu:'nes, to rule and guide it almost at their pleasure. Thli;:
t.)ngmal irrationality of sects is made for the most paft-r‘ﬁ
irrational still, looses any little grain of reason it may have b
at first, by the meaningless fluctuations of their subsequent 'IL
ry. The starters of a sect, ﬁﬁy years afterwards, in many‘é
woul.d hardly recognize their own progeny. Happy is the se
tlfat is able to define at all its own distinctive position, or t’hd. e
give any show of reason whatever for ils existence, :md'er.f
form as it actually carries. In the great majority of cases
cannot be done even by the ministers themselves. And 'l
to the people, poor sheep inthe hands of their leaders and"i)a‘s.t
:‘vhal can they be expeged to know of their own denominationa

whereabouts,” or of its rational necessity, in the general
mell of conflicting * persuasions” with which they are s_urroii;
As a general thing they know nothing about it. ‘ '

3. The system is constitutienally fyrannical. Everysec
tends indeed to make men foee. But only consider what
are; self-constituted ecclesiastical organizations, called. fort
dinarily by private judgment and caprice, and devoted f
onesided christian interest, under perhaps the most supe::ﬁﬁcié‘
narrow view ; educated polemically to a certain fanatic
fl.)l‘ their own separatistic honor and credit ; and bent o
 sing t'hair own “ image and superscription,” on all that fal
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eath their ghostly power. Are these the circumstances that
avor liberality and independence? The man who_puls his con-
ence in the keeping of a sect, is no longer free. It might as
vell be in the keeping of a Roman priest. 1In many cases in-
eed this were far better. Have the Baptists no traditions? 1Is
yere no slavery of intellect and heart among the United Breth-
17 Pshaw! The very last place in which to look for true
piritual emancipation, the freedom of a divinely, self-poised cath-
¢ mind, is the communion of seets.
4. The narrowness and tyranny of the sect spirit, unfriendly
o all generous christian life, is of fatal force in particular against
cultivation of theology, without which in the end it is not pos-
sible for the church to have any true prosperity. Theology can
be no science, except asit has to do with the whole of Christianity,
d i thus at once both churchly and historical in the full sense
of these terms. 'The sect life, by its very conception, Lills it, by
urning it into a petrifaction or causing it to evaporate in the way
of thin abstraction. Facts here are very plain. Sects, as they
aclually exist, have no theology, save asnow mentioned ; the mis-
able residuum only, so far as it may have any value at all, of
¢ chiarch life they had to start upon in the beginning, carried
ong with them as a mere autward tradition. Sects have no
pleasure in theology, as & science. It has nothing to expect from
his quarter. It is no libel on our American sects in particular,
{o say that they have not thus far contributed anything at all to
the advance of this most noble and excellent of all sciences ; and
eeds no prophet’s gift to say, that they never will do so in time,
ome. If any service has been rendered to it in any quarter,
it has been by such as have been able to surmount the system in
. measure, forcing their way upwards into a more catholic
n. No sectarian theology can ever be of any permanent

The sect plague has no tendency to work out its own cure ;
ess it be in the way of a deadly malady, that ends itself by
ng the life on which it has come to fasten. 1t iz vain to look
‘reduction of the number of sects, by their voluntary amal-
ation. . No two have yet been able to make themselves
The difficulty is not in their theological differences. These






