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Anr, VIIL—TIIL VISIDLE AND INVISIBLE CIURCIL.

BY DEY. D. GANS, B. T

Mlere are some who make this expression to mean fwo separate
and independent things. Instead of regarding the visible and
invisible as d ferent sides of the same Church, they roesolve them
actunlly into two Churches. Fence you often hear them speak
of 1 visible Church as something altogoether whole and complete
in itself; and in lke manner also of an invisible Clureh as
being finished and entire, as such, withoub any necessary rela-
tion to its visibic form or manifestation. The ervor which ig
hera committed should be palpable to every mind. Tt is the old
dunlistic sundering of what God has jeined together—heretical
to the core. It is the insidious heresy of the Bighop of Con-
stantinople, of the bth centary, which fivst attacked the Person of
Clirist, and then, and as a consequence, the Church. Man also
is visible and invisible; and it would manifestly be just ag
veasonable to say, that cither onc of these sides of Lis naturo is
- complete and independent in itsolf; or that together they con-
gtitute, in fack, two men insboad of one. The error has long

since been theoretically driven from the field.

There are others, who think they arc doing wonders in the
way of combating the old leresy of dualism, when they ac-
knowledge the existence of u relation Letween the visible and
the invisible. It is clear, howover, that this does not in the
least rclieve the case, as long ns these two gides of the same
thing ave regarded as separatcly complete, each in and by itself.
If they can be thus complete, then it still follows, whatever
relation may be supposed to exist between them, that they con-
stitute two Churches, and not ome. Moreaver, the relation
itsclf, which, in these eircumstances, is allowed to hold, or which
1s at all conceivable or possible, between the visible and the
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invisible, nover comes, nor ean come in fact, to anything more
than a more outward and mechanical connection. The sf arate
eompleteness of the two sides ean mlmit of nothing dcept‘zrle'
more real. If this relation were regarded as inward 'Lndpvil:rml1
it would ak ence induce the perception and ﬂctumﬂy'consm";ﬁ ,
the conelusion, that neither aspeet, thus related to the oth‘mf‘
coull‘l be the whole; for in this ease, the very necassity of sucli
% union of the one with the other, would show its incompletenes
in itsclf, and also demonstrate it cssentinl dependence upon ths
f]the}'. There is, therelore, no escape {rom the heresy c})f duzﬂ(i
fem in aiy such superficial and mechanical view.
. lj'lfl-mly, the case requires the unien of the visible and th
invisille in a wiel and ergande form, in order to the c(;m lctr:
ness, nob of two things, Dut of one and the same thing 11'11131(3] v
the Church of Clrist.  Just as man is not hedy, nor s’pii"it bi;
body and spirit, and just as he Is not both these in the I'or;n of
separute completeness, but vitally united én one person, so the
v‘amblc and the invisible, organically united, form one E}hurch
These are thercfore the dilferent sides enly of one and th.
BOING ‘ﬂ)ing. The wnity is the essentinl clement. ’
It is equally plain that the visible is the side towards man
and that the invisible is the side towards Grod. The same th;nr,r
mcetf{ us in the ever glorious Person of Christ, and it is in this:j
cspc-cmlty, thatwe ses His adaptation to onr cm:.dition a5 S:winnr,
e is onr Baviour by virtue of this fact. Dy ITis divi;ﬂby Hc;
stands organically related to God, and by His Humanity Hc
stands related in the same way to man, and thus e i‘s our -
Iﬂf}diﬂtm‘. This is the regulative law for the Charch, which is
I‘Ils body." Mfm is concerned, first of all) with the side of the
C]ll}l'cil whicl is neavest to him, and farthest from God. God
bcgm's to move towards man throug]i the invisible, which is next
to ‘IIlm; man begins to move tawards God throueh the visible
which is next to him.  God and man meet in theaw.m'on of t]l(:
two, which is the Christian Church in its truze, whale, oreanic
and proper character. This is enough to show the fu}hh;y -fé, wcll1
ag the folly of the fdea, that we must first be mcmbers‘ gomo
how or another, of the invisible side of the Churcl bcl'o’r; wo












