
As I understand it, "alone" has two ftU1dions. l'h~ fi rst is to
distinguish f~cith from ..11 ''works of la,·/" understood ..s attenpts to nerit
s~lv:;..tion. \-;e ,re justified by f2.ith =.IJ.i.rt fr~ all such Horl\s- by f~ith ..lone.
en thQ..t point, Ncm:;..~ has alwa.ys been clear •
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The problem, for me, finally seems to be sett hog ,Iown to =~ge..ble
diRensions. The qUestion: Does ~~epherd's position include a credible testimony
to justifica:tion by f~ith alone?

HAlon~" is the probleMatic term. h'hen our discussions fir'st begrn over
;" year ago, f{OIT.laE seenied to call it in question (though even then it W~S

evident that he \'.-as not conder.-.ning every use of tl"le tern in this conteA't).
At this point. I'", convillced that he ",e..ns to ;;.f£irm til that ~:tt+iMK!",
ln3:E Reformed theology !las affi~ed. in regard to justification by faith tiene.
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v~ "",. The secom function of "alene" is to distinguis-" f2.ith fro'!!. all the other
~.j.J- gifts a,..."d graces \llhich f10\'1 from our union ' ..lith Christ. Here is \'there the
G ~/7/ problem ...rises. Traditionally, this distinctiveness of faith has been e>"l'ressed
t'l' (I by saying tmt at ...11 the gifts lU1d graces. faith alone is the "instrument"

,N r L {" Ccf justification. a;~ly ill r;ur discussion, Horman re jected this fOrr:luldlion
/'"')I{~ ~ by' sayim th..t either f.i£h~r work, coulil be regarded as->.nstrumenll4Today,

V';(' Norma.n "'SU!,I! n'G longer puts it this way. The problm sh.ll ensts, nowever.
:<('.l . for today llo= reject s a.ll use of the concept "instrunent" in these contextx.
~. )1 Earlier, it seer.lei t~t either faith or '.orks could be "instru",mt"; ted..y.,
,', )" neither f ..it nor works is "instnnn - •.o..nd"since !lomansfnI teach~hat\

.. ~" - - . ., -r-r JUst ication C'\!1 be said to be "by" f:lith or ''by'' wort,s, t:!.ki.ng "by" in sccething
~ other. th:u, an inst.=.ent,a..1 ~se~, it ,qould seem tlJat even his nost recent .
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{ ~ecOnd!unction e "a1ctie~~ describe? above. /

if ,v- . f .
/.r~';V\ h,... ig"~ It ~~-v. dent to lIle, he\tever. rom Homan's responses l.n

discussion, th...t he doe intend to ascribe to fa.ith a unitlue re1at~on to
justification- one n· slure.! by repentence. works or any other "g1.fts and
graces". \'Ih:lt es that re1.a.tion? It is not entirel tlear. It is not an.
"inst - i is merel eco ssary co 1. 1.0!1:l.1ity 0

such conditiorcalit is sh:l.red lUIlong all the gifts md graces '. "u l.t l.S 2.

unique re1.a.tion of seae s •

G Is J'Grn-.;.n to be hulted :l.t this point for his inability .precisely tg, J
fomulate the relation? Well, remenber that the tradition ha.s its ~oblens
here too. Scnpture srm~ly uses V;>..rious prepositil&ns trans1.a.t able by the
English "by". The theologica 1 traditicm uses the term "inst; rument "; m:t as
',e've seen this has been \Od.tb a ·cert .. in reluctltnce. 1'I11;l.t >.S left? Ne1.~her
scripture Cas presently un:ierstood) nor tradition gives us a nore prec1.se
..lternative.

'/hat b clear is that N01"lCl.n does hoM to .. unique re~tion between
f ..ith and justifiC2.tion- a.nd a.lso that he holdS to the llib1.ico.l rel>.son for
this uniq~ re1.a.t ion. Why is it th:l.t faith, part fro'" .ll.~l other s;ifts. o.nd
~r..ces is "inst!'Ul:ent.. l" to Justification , , the trz.<ht1.or.al fonro1a~1.?t1? .u, , . et of .' Olrist for justif1cat1.0n.
Simply because fa1.th ! 'i'lLJ 1:!1 the ... rest1.ng on ch t st
I • It~ttH i tcd't"5'>: gig-g iECt,lkip··i,np:: denotes su . ru
~a1.th ! • P ), t tt til e "etc connote

_~- t -t n'-ry def'n'·tiot1 (ellip' '!""1["' \ 'hope, (lV, •..cco.u1.~ 0 1. S p ..~ ~ ~ f • explana.t1.pll
ell. 1;ru~ no!;e indirectly). 1 h...ve never heard uy l:l~r~ prec1.se. _ I •

;;1.- •· ... ·.t', s q:::.:"u.e::eS$. T::is is the ~~·.~r of..t.'l:.e tradl.t10n, a.,'1d l.t 1.S Norma.n s
.• ~'---~-~-" f·-1-._ .... _._~. ~...~'.,.~l'i ther:? on t;~e :::z.tte.::,
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